^tvF.VIEW  of  Ques  tiON,  IVhe- 
tkcr  the  Soul  exijh  a  fter  Death, 

LETTER  1. 

Concerning  the  Belief  of  Mankind  on 
this  Point, 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
MaGAZ  INE. 

S  I  R, 

AS  1  latuly  lent  you  my  helping  hand 
out  of  purgatory^  the  fame  huma* 
nity  hath  prompted  me  to  relcue  you’ 
from  a  middle  ftatc  of  annihilation  : 
and  can  you  rejeft  the  good  offices  of  fo 
kind  a  benefactor?  I  am  perfuaded* you* 
put  a  higher  value  upon  exiftence.  In¬ 
deed,  I  little  thought  of  renewing  my 
correfpondence  with  the  public  fo  quick¬ 
ly,  and  at  fuch  length ;  but,  as  the  fub- 
jcct  of  Hiftoiicui^s  letter  (P.  i.)  is  c»f 
univerfal  concern,  and  he  hath  collected 
the  force  of  the  arguments  on  the  fide 
he  efpoufes,  I  could  not  fatisfy  my  own 
mind  without  reviewing  thofe  argu- 
mentR,  and  ftating  the  point  in  a  more 
txterbvc  view:  and  Ido  this  with  the 
greater  pleaflire,  as  Dtftoricus  appears  to> 
be  a  man  of  candour  and  moderation— 
n*pcnor  to  that  bigotry’ which  ii  ioca* 

You  ran. 


pable  of  conviction,  of  that  pride  of  un-  • 
derftanding  which  (corns  to. yield;  and 
therefore  will  bedirpofed  to  rejeCt  or  re¬ 
ceive  what  1  (hall  offer,  as  It  may  appear 
more  or  Icfs  conclufive.  At  the  fame 
time,  I  am  confeious,  that,  in  this  at¬ 
tempt,  1  labour  under  a  great  difadvan-', 
tage,  this  fubjeCt  having  fallen  fo  little  ifl* 
the  line  of  my  reading,  that  1  know 
more  of  the  arguments  on  the  other  fide' 
from  Hifioricus’a  letter  than  I  have  had^ 
acceft  to  fee,  or  attended  to  before.  Whe-*' 
thcr  from  my  own  ideas,  howeverj  from^ 
my  recollection,  or  from  looking  into  my" 
Bible,  1  lhall  endeavour  to  throw  all  the 
light  upon  the  queftion  1  can  ;.and,  that  T 
may  take  a  compafs  which  (hall  diverfity 
the  fubieCt,  and  at  the  fame  time  appear 
immediately  connected  with  it,  ‘'i..  I' 
inquire, — What  hath  been  the  beiicf  of 
all  ages  upon  thi-^  point,  and  how  far 
their  opinion  hath*  been  derived  fifin’ 
revelation,  or  arifes  from  any  inftinCt,' 
feeline,  of  principle  in  the  human 
mind  r— Whether  the  foul  depends  fn 
intirdy  upon  the  mechanifm  of  the  bo¬ 
dy,  that,  upon  the  dilTolution  of  the  laty* 
ter,  the  former  cannot  exift? — Whether 
fhcfc  is  any  poOtive  evidence  frod!  fctc- 
latios  cn  this  fubjeCt  h  *  *  ***** 

A  a  i 
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The  defign  of  tlM5»  l  iter  is  to  conlkler  ver  ftood  in  need  of  any  future  or  addi- 
the  firli.  And  here  it  inuft  be  admit-  tional  dil'covery.  Every  fallible  cica- 
trd  as  an  iiidifputable  fad,  Uiat  llic  he-  ttirc  is  capable  of  corruption.  The 
tief  of  that  fomelhing  within  us,  which  [trongcll  inftindive  principles  of  a  moral 
thinks,  ads,  and  rtafv»ns,  cxiAing  after  kind*  may  he  perverted,  becaufe  our  iia- 
dealh,  diil,  fo  far  as  we  have  any  evi-  tural  propenhties  lie  in  oppoluiou  to 
dence,  obtain  among  the  nations. —  them,  atid  therefore  they  require  a  cer- 
Their  paying  divine  honours  to  depart-  tain  degree  of  I'elf- government  for  their 
ed  heroes,  which  multiphed  their  dei-  prtlervatiou.  When  this  fcif  govern- 
tifes,  and  rendered  thtm,  in  a  great  mea-  ment  is  in  any  high  degree  remitted,  it 


fure,  wholly  local — the  fables  ol  their 
poets — the  writings  of  their  philofo- 
pheis — their  notitjiis  of  the  manes  or 
ipi-.it  s  of  the  dead  hovering  round  thcii* 
tombs,  and  which  to  this  day  prevail, 
itMM-e  or  lets,  among  the  rudeA  nations — 
are  all  luconteAiblc  proofs  of  their  per- 
fiMboii  that  there  was  a  power  in  the 
human  frame  luperior  to  matter,  inde¬ 
pendent  (»f  the  boely,  and  wdiich  did  not 
peiiih  with  it. 

How  wiM  or  abfurd  their  notions 
w?re  on  ihi»  fubject,  is  intirely  out  of 
the  (]ueAi  >n.  We  h.ive  concern  only  at 
prefent  wiili  the  general  fa<it.^  Though, 
even  with  regmi  to  iliis,  w’uatevcr  may 
he  aliowtd  upon  the  whole,  it  ought 
1. Ice  wile  to  he  aekimwlettged,  that  Ihigin 
writers  have  expiellVd  thcmfelves  on 
tliin  fubjei^t  in  a  tniiiner  that  altonilhes, 
.Mid  is  no  w’herc  to  be  found  in  our  nio- 
«Vrn  moral  fyllems.  I  am  far  from 
thinking  their  reafonings  feeble.  It  hap- 
jKMied  indeed  fouietimes,  nor  is  it  wtin- 
der,  that  they  formed  hypothefes  which 
theyconlil  not  fnpport,  and  Aated  ob- 
jeolions  wiiieli  they  could  not  anfwer;- 
but,  while  they  adhered  to  the  principles 
r>f  philofopliy,  and  the  feelings  of  llieir 
ow  n  mind,  their  reafonings  are  noble 
they  deiight  and  convince.  Their  Indief 
appears  linn,  and  evidently  thcrA’cdtof 
I'ome  iiilliaetivc  mor.il  principle,  intend¬ 
ed  by  the  hand  of  nature  to  point  at  its 
proper  obit  —conArmed  by  the  whole 
order  of  nature  around  them,  and  of  the 
aeHivr,  percipient,  intelligent  principle 
with.n  them.  Ihir  my  ow  ri  part,  I- can¬ 
not  eanly  depart  trom  it,  that  mair 
would  have  been  very  imperfrdtly  form¬ 
ed,  and  in  a  manner  quite  d.Aimihir  to 
the  gcner.ll  law  of  Frovidence,  without 
lome  chara<5leriAic  in  ins  conAitntion — 
itune  certain  index  which  pointed  at  the 
5ie.at  end  of  his  bt  ing.  and  whK'li^if  pro- 
^lerly  attended  to,  would  not  faU  to  lead 
him  to  fume  knowledge  of  his  depeu- 
dcncc,  duty,  and  future  hopes. 

.  It  doth  not  toDow'  Irom  this,  by  .any 
juA  dcUuviion,  that  be  Ihould  have  lit¬ 


is  difiicull  to  fay  how  far  this  pervcrlion 
may  extend — certniidy  fo  far  as  to  re¬ 
quire  Come  immediate  and  extraordinary 
inter pofuion,  in  order  to  re-inArn^t  the 
human  mind,  and  to  remove  every  ob- 
Arudion  to  our  natur.il  feelings.  In¬ 
deed,  how  any  revelation  can  l>e  fnppo- 
fed  an  appeal  to  the  human  mind,  with¬ 
out  fnch  original  feelings,  is  to  me  in¬ 
conceivable.  1  do  not  fay  that  every 
thing  that  God  may  fee  fit  to  reveal  to 
his  creatures  mull  derive  its  credibility 
from  our  feelings.  Th«  external  cvk  , 
dence  of  a  revelation  muA  reA  upon  an¬ 
other  bottom;  the  perccptions’iTf  our  in- 
tciledual  faculty,  and  other  dodrines  of 
it,  of  great  importance,  may  rcA  upon 
this;  but  the  general  tenor  of  it,.>howr- 
t  ver  unable  we  may  be  to  account  for 
the  iKCiiliar  plan,  muA  be  an  appeal  to' 
ns  as  nior.d  and  accountable  agents: 
and  what  are  wt  to  underAand  by  being’ 
moral  and  accountable  agents,  but  that 
there  arc  certain  ’mftinds  in  our  nature 
that  point  at  the  Deity  as  a  moral  go** 
vernor,  and  a  future  account? — And 
what  iw^  this  again  but  faying,  in  other 
words,  that  the  mind  of  man  was  origi¬ 
nally  formed  to  lead  us  to  the  notions  of 
God  and  immortality? — But,  amidA  all 
the  perv^rAons  of  this  moral  principle 
within  ns,‘  it  can  never  be  made  appear, 
that  the  image  of  God  upon  the  foul 
hath  been  fo  univerfally  defaced,  that  no 
traces  were  left  to  mark  the  original  fea- 
lurcp.  There  w’erc  Aill  fome,  who  by 
nature  did  the  things  contained  in*  the 
law',  and  who,  having  no  other  law,  were; 
a  /rtri)  to  thefujlhes — their  confeieneca 
excujJ?:g  or  accujing  them:  but  they 
were  unequal  to  lUetaAc  of  public  refi*r- 
ination ;  they  were  not  free  from  many 
eriors:  they  wanted  authority  and  more 
exit  nfive  knowledge.  Thus  a  revelatimi 
may  become  neeeflary,  even  upon  the 
luppohtion  that  man  was  made,  by  the  .  ; 
aAiAance  of  his  reafon  and  moral  feel¬ 
ings,  to  know  God  and  his  duty. 

It  wilb  no  doubt,  be  faid,  that  this 
miilakiug  the  cATe^s  of  reveUtlou  £or* 
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the  original  imprefilons  of  nature :  but 
let  it  be  proved.  It  is  impertinent,  I 
wcMild  humbly  imagine,  to  a(k  where 
and  when  hath  man  arrived  at  this 
knowledge  without  revelation,  or  the 
notices  derived  from  revelation  carried 
dow  n  through  fucce/Sve  ages  by  tradi¬ 
tion  i — This  is  begging  the  queition  in 
oppolition  to  a  faiit,  that  mankind  have 
in  all  ages  entertained  a  belkf  of  a  G'd 
and  a  future  ftate.  This,  it  is  urged, 
hath  arifen  from  the  conftitutipn  of  the 
hnnnn  mind,  and  thofe  feelings  which 
arc  infeparable  from  it;  and  this  is 
donhtlefs  the  affirmative  propolition,  be- 
canfe  it  hath  been  the  uniform  and  efta- 
bliihcd  opinion  of  the  nations.  It  is  in¬ 
cumbent,  therefore,  on  the  few  whp 
have  taken  upon  them  the  negative,  to 
thow  v/hcii  and  where  this  revelation 
was  given. 

If  ilu  y  go  to  the  firft  divine  record,  >1 
16  arkn jw’ledged  that  every  thing  in  it 
fn|V)ofejj  a  Deity,  and  the  dependence  of 
his  creatures  upon  him;  but  his  firft  ap¬ 
pearance  tt»  Adam  feems  evidently  td 
imply  his  anterior  knowledge  of  him: 

“  And  he  brought  them  to  Adam,  to  fee 

*  what  names  he  would  call  them  :  and 
‘  Adatn  gave  names  to  all  cattle,  and  to 
‘  the  t.)ul  of  the  air,  and  to  every  bead 
‘  of  the  field."’  As  we  cannot  fuppofc 
thefe  names  given  arlwirarily  or  by 
chance,  it  would  be  ftill  more  abfurd  to 
fnppt)!r,  that  a  knowledge  fo  compre- 
heniive  as  to  exprefs  the  nature  and  or¬ 
der  of  every  animal,  (hould  ftill  leave 
him  ignorant  of  his  own  nature,  and  the 
great  dcfign  of  his  creation.  Bcfidcs, 
the  appearance  or  voice  of  the  Almighty, 
as  no  otiicr  rational  creature  exifted, 
muft  have  rtruck  him  with  aftoniffiment 
and  confternation  more  than  fufficient  to 
overwhelm  his  ‘faculties,  without  fume 
antecedent  notice  from  his  own  mind  of 
the  Being  who  addrefled  him.  If  by 
this  notice,  or  inleroal  imprtffion,  is 
meant  revelation,  the  point  is  agreed; 
but  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  external 
difeovery;  nur  is  it  poffiblc  to  conceive 
how  it  could  have  availed  without  the 
former.  The  faift  is,  that  the  Old  Tcfta- 
ment  record  gives  fuch  impcrfeift  hints 
from  the  creation  to  the  deluge,  that  no 
evidence  of  any  pofitivc  revelatidn  can 
be  ded  uced  from  this  fourcc,  except  with 
regard  to  the  following  particulars :  the 
threatening,  “  Thou  flialt  die  the  pro¬ 
mile,  “  The  feed  of  the  woman  ihall 

*  bruife  the  head  of  the  fcrpetrt:”  Ihc 


rites  of  %rificing  and  oblation,  which 
feem  dcducible  from  no  principles  in  the 
human  mind,  particularly  the  former; 
the  pofitive  precept  to  Noah,  and  the 
inftrtnftionc  concerning  the  ark.  Not 
one  hint  concerning  the  immortality  of 
the  foul,  or  a  future  ftate  of  rewjpriU  or 
puniiliments  to  the  eftabliihment  of  the 
Jewilh  polity.  After  this  period,  it  is 
long  beftrre  we  difeoyer  any  traces  of  it^ 
and,  a  few  places  excepted,  it  is  rather 
by  implication  than  the  eftabliffiment  of 
any  general  principle, 

'  After  the  deluge,  Noah  and  his  family 
peopled  the  earth.  Now,  as  we  cannot 
pretend '  to  affirm  that  he  knew  more 
than  tke  previous  record  of  the  difpcnla- 
tions  of  Providence  unfolds;  and  as  we 
cannot  fuppofe  that  his  pofterity  knew 
more  than  himfelf,  except  it  can  he  made 
appear  that  further  difeoveries  were 
made,  from  this  fource  muft  every  de¬ 
gree  of  religious  knowledge  have  beejfi 
derived.  To  pretend  that  the  difeovery 
of  a  future  ftate  was  contained  in  the 
promife  to  Adam,  or  the  more  explicit 
renewal  of  that  promife  to  Abraham,  it 
at  bell  but  taking  the  advantage  of  a  gof- 
pel  commentary  to  remove  an  infupe- 
rable  difficulty — as  v/e'may  venture  to  af¬ 
firm  that  it  is  not  from  any  principles  of 
the  human  underftandingdeduciblefrom 
either ;  and  that  the  body  of  the  Jcwiil^ 
nation  has  uol'ucli  idea,  feems  lullicicnt- 
ly  evident. 

But,  admitting  the  immortality  of  the 
foul,  and  our  accoiintablencfs  in  a  future 
ftaie  among  the  difeoveries  made  \o 
Noah  or  Abraham^  bow  was  this  difeo¬ 
very  to  be  tranfmitted?  The  tranfmif- 
fion  through  the  family  of  Abraham 
milft  have  been  very  limited,  their  joiir- 
ncyings  being  confined  within  a  narrovy 
compafs,  and  their  pofterity  deftined  tp 
a  fpot:  ahd  with  regard  to  The  other 
brinches  of  Noah’s  family,  they  were^ 
in  a^^ffiort  time  from  the  tlood,  fcattere^ 
a4  vagabonds  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  • 
incapable  of  intercourfe,  as  a  puniffi- 
ruent  for  their  impiety.  In  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  doth  there  appear  the  leaft  pro¬ 
bability  of  preferving  the  moft  diftan^ 
traces  of  moral  truths,  without  fiippoling 
fomething  wrought  into  the  huma^ 
frame  more  certain,  and  more  durably 
than  tradition  ?  External  rites  and  inodeti 
of  worlhip  may  be  preferved,  and  hand^ 
ed  down  from  age  to  age,  becaufe  they 
immediately  ftrike  the  leules,  and  foo| 
form  Into  a  habif;  but,  ia  tht  coufCc 
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fo  m^ny  ages,  from  the  difperfinn  at  Ba- 
brl  to  the  Chriftiao  jpra,  and  amidft  lb 
m^ny  revolutions  of  Rates  and  king¬ 
doms,  fo  many  migrations  to  diftant  and 
difeontiguous  parts  of  the  glotre,  that 
the  inufurni  and  univerfal  belief  of  one 
doctrine  Ihould  have  obtained,  appears 
at  \all  highly  incredible. 

Yours,  See.  Urbanus. 

ITo  thf  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
Magazine. 

Ef  qujtdav!  ita  perfpicua  veritas  ut 
ei'n  infirmare  nulla  res  poj/it, 
'^J^uanquasn  orpinia  alia  falfa^  incer^ 
caii.ica^  iHjhilia^  rirtus  ejl  una 
t:i!ijiim!}  defixa  t adicif/ui^qu4e  nun-^ 
quafu  \lla  vi  labcfa^lari  potejl^ 
ruTjqujfi  a\  r/overi  loco.  Cicero, 
pro  P.  Qniniio. 

S  I  U, 

Y  OlvD  B'^lingbrokc  very  aptly  pro- 

*  '  rount'*:  ronccniirg  a  ceMani  clafs 
('!  luc'i,  tli.u  they  are  mad  quoad  hoc. 
>1  y  this  \\  ’'ig  of  h  *;  lortHliip’s 
I  t  'ir,'i.!ed  uith  •  crfcifl  propriety  to 
n  -;i  il-.-e,  pjq;  and  all  Ins  fraternity, 

%  drs  of  mighty  imp<^rtaiiee, 

y ’•  H."  ip  ’tdi  liberty  and  religion  ?  Men 
t  '  tv '  t.vr  ♦nought,  ar-d  hrength,  and 
f  nit.  •  >  ol  ii:  leraent  fufhoient  to  dirciJ^t 
r.  ♦  V  j  '  c  t  heir  iimginationr*  and  pal* 
j.  t  .  '  •  nlways  maintained  the  molt 
If  vd  r  'iird  lo  lilvrty  ard  religion. 
jNir..  Locici .  N’ew’trin.  and  ail  of  their 
to'-n  '»  iniovl,  woh  ama/irg  mental  pow- 
t  :.,aiki  wonderful  extent  and  rapitlity  of 
thonght,  judge  vvitti  cauJonr  of  ihefe 
fnb’tcts.  On.  fine  gentlemen  who  now 
npmar  wiil^  inch  eclat  in  Inpport  of  do- 
m‘*iiti*  n  and  (ceptieifm,  are  blefTcd  with 
lively  imvag«mftor.s»  great  acutenef*,  and 
evcelleni  i'lvenrivf  powers;  but  as  fora 

p.nnd  iuugincnt  and  common  I'enfe - 

ihefe  are  qmlitir-iv  of  mind  chat  have 
been  abfiilutely  denied  them. 

•  A  filly  pallion  for  novelty,  a  vain  am- 
biiimi  to  be  diltingnilhed  by  a  manner  of 
thinking  and  writing  difieicn»  from  or¬ 
dinary  men,  and  the  pride  of  being  the 
authors  of  new  o;>inions,  have  nniringed 
llivir  minds,  but  have  gained  them  the 
Bilmiration  of  the  untliinking.  Youth 
is  captivated  with  noveby,  and  enchan- 
teit  with  a  plan  tivourable  to  evt ry  juve- 
ri'e  paOion. -addiencd  to  their  iiTivigina- 
rion>  in  all  .he  charms  of  wit  and  bril¬ 
liant  compw'fnioa.  Hciicc  the  liccnli* 


oufneft,  diflTtpation,  and  extravagano< 
of  the  difciple.^  of  D — d  H — c  iand  his 
brethren.  But  if  it  is  conlidered  that 
they  are  the  authors  of  no  new  opinions, 
and  ought  to  be  ranked  only  among  the 
retailers  of  old  dodrines,  and  that  their 
predecefTors  have  been  aifiiiited  with  the 
fame  lamentable  defed  of  judgment  and 
common  fcnl'e,  young  men  would  not 
be  fo  forward  to  adopt  their  principles, 
p — d  H — c  mull  be  allowed  the  merit 
of  having  razed  to  the  foundation  that 
fabric  of  metaphyfical  jargon,  whereby 
the  learned  would  have  lupported  rcUi 
gion  ;  but  he  had  not  either  virtue,  judg¬ 
ment,  or  good  Icnic  fudicient  to  fubfti- 
tntc  any  thing  in  its  place,  and  triumphs 
in  (he  dilcovery  that  we  inhabit  a  fa* 
therlefs  world.  His  talk  of  the  power 
and  wifdom  of  God  is  mere  affeiRation, 
after  he  had  removed  the  only  founda* 
turn  of  religion  and  morality,  the  mo¬ 
ral  perfections  and  government  of  God» 
A  moll  benevolent  and  meritorious  fer- 
vice  done  mankind  ! 

One  of  his- molt  diflinguifhed  predc- 
Cfli’ns,  Mr  Hobbes,  feem?  to  have  been 
inipired  with  the  fame  malevolent  fpirit, 
wlicn  he  labours  to  prevail  with  men  to 
tr-im-fer  their  w'orlhip  fromGod  to  the  king 
—  -vhen  he  perfuades  them  to  throw  away 
their  Bibles,  and  even  the  Greek  and  Ro¬ 
man  dallies.  But  Hobbes,  like  hi.s  prefeut 
dilliplcs,  w’as  crazed.  A  panic  had 
fliattered  his  brain.  Terror,  produced 
bv  a  falfe  patriotifm,  and  the  wild  rage 
of  fanaticifm,  of  which  he  felt  the  ef¬ 
fects,  beclouded  his  imagination,  and  de¬ 
prived  him  of  the  excrcifc  ot  rcafon. 

By  penbns  diftinguilhed  by  a  familiar 
acquaintance  with  human  nature,  I  have 
been  aflured  that  lord  Shaftefbury  to  them 
appeared  to  be  a  perfciit  vifioaary.  He  cer¬ 
tainly  was  arankcnthufialt.  Hewasclafli- 
cally  mad  ;  for  he  believed  ferioufly  that 
he  could  quell  evtry  paffion  of  human  na¬ 
ture  by  the  force  of  attic  eloquence,  and 
as  perfii.ided  in  good  earneft,  that  by  the 
force  of  philofophy,  and  the  charms  of 
perfuafion,  he  could  govern  maokiiKl 
nvore  effectually  than  could  be  done  by 
all  the  prophets  and  apoRles,  with  all 
their  fublimc  ideas  of  moral  government^ 
and  the  grand  apparatus  of  miracles. 
His  difordered  imagination  occafioned 
his  quarrelling  with  tlie  feriptures,  and 
his  defeending  to  hunt  down  the  clergy 
from  page  t«»  page,  in  a  manner  molt 
ahufive  and  illiberal.  » 

Every  body  knows,  that  lord  Boling*^ 
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broke  fuffcred  from  the  terrors  of  hell —  and  taper  legs  arc  of  the  fame  rank  wUh 
a  general  malady  among  fceptica.  The  honcAy  or  benevolence.  A  true  dilci- 
iilea  of  retrilnition  fcart  them  as  often  pic  of  Pyrrho  and  Spinoza  ! 
as  it  comes  acrofb  their  imagirniions; —  Another  grave  inquirer  have  U- 

and  from  it  they  fly  off  cuntinuaily  to  boured  grievoully  under  the  fame  diftem- 
ilie  beauty  and  fiinefn  of  things.  Here  per,  when  he  tells  the  Almighty  to  hi« 
they  intrenched  ihcmfelves,  but  gene-  face,  that  he  had  formed  a  plan,  of  which 
rillv  find  themfclves  but  weakly  protcc-  murder,  inccA,  and  parricide  were  the 
ted  from  the  natural  fentiments  of  their  cflential  parts;  and  though  we  look  on 
own  minds;  for  this  fame  hero  in  liber-  them  with  horror,  he  regards  thenri  only 
timim,  having  adventured  upon  difeuf-  as  errors.  A  very  late  profound  inqui- 
hons  he  did  not  underAand,  and  run  in-  rer  muA  have  been  in  a  difmal  plight 
to  every  i nd i fere t ion',  fubmits  to  the  when  he  could  ferioufly  affirm,  that  the 
I  controiil  of  nature,  and  confefles  that,  Former  of  our  minds  can  have  no  accefi 
after  all,  “things  may  come  to  this  paf?.”  to  the  underAanding  or  heart  of  man, 

I  1  will  not  tire  you  wuth  a  detail  of  the  otherwife  than  by  audible  found  articii- 
moderns  who  have  plumed  themfelvcs  lately  uttered. 

on  the  novelty  of  a  madnefs  which  may  Concerning  thefe  great  names  which, 
be  traced  back  farther  than  the  days  of  will  render  the  prefent  annals  of  our 
Alexander  the  Great.  In  his  train  wc  ifland  fo  famous  hereafter,  I  ffiall  trou- 
find  the  father  of  fceptics,  Pyrrho,  teach-  ble  you  only  with  this  further  remark, 
ing  the  incomprehenfibility  of  all  things  that  to  them  the  laying  of  old  Fabricius 
—that  one  thing  was  not  preferable  to  may  well  be  ‘applied.—Cineas,  a  Greek 
another; — and  he  exprcfsly  maintained,  philofopher,  having  at  a  public  enter- 
what  a  modern  fceptic  is  thought  to  tainment  expatiated  on  the  delicious 
haveddeovered,  that  “the  honour  and  fentiments  of  Epicurus,  who  removing 
*  infamy,  the  juAicc  and  injuAice  of  ac-  the  gods  far  from  the  concerns  of  men, 

‘  ti(»iis,  depended  only  on  human  laws,  made  pleafure  the  chief  good.  That. 

‘  culloms  and  utility.’'  Concerning  him  noble  Roman  interrupting  Cincas,  cried 
it  may  fufilce  to  obferve,  that  it  is  affir-  out,  “  O  Hercules  !  let  Pyrrhus  and  the 
med  of  him,  that  he  carried  his  philofo-  *  Samnites  entertain  themfelvcs  with^. 
phical  opinions  into  practice  in  inAances  ‘  thefe  opinions  whilA  they  arc  at  waF 
wherein  his  prefent  difciplcs  may  not  *  with  us.’* 

chufe  to  follow  him.  “  He  preferred  ’  Yours, &c.  Old  Whig. 

‘  nothing  to  another;  and  neither  a 

‘  chariot  nor  precipice  could  make  him  To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
‘  either  Aep  backward,  or  on  one  fide,  ‘  Magazine. 

‘  and  that  his  friends  often  laved  his  life.**  SIR, 

Neither  phyiicians  nor  philof^htrs  T  INTEND  no  voluminous  treatife  on 
have  been  able  to  diAinguiffi  the  different  the  important  queAion  of  fubferibing 
fpecies  of  frenzy,  j^ut  fuch  as  by  para-  creeds  and  confeffions.  Neither  my  abi- 
doxes  and  conceits  would  weaken  our  litics  or  time  permit  that.  All  I  have  ii% 
obligation  to  morality,  religion  and  liber-  view  is,  to  Air  up  others  to  think  and 
ty,  are  either  mad,  or  affl idled  by  fome  write,  that  at  length  truth  may  prevail, 
fatal  internal  diforder  that  fufpends  the  and  religious  cAabliffiments  be  induced 
cxercife  of  their  judgment.  Concern-  to  adt  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God, 
ing  tiic  malady  that  afflidts  D — d  H — c  and  preferve  the  facred  rights  of  private 
and  his  confederates  w'c  can  be  at  no  lofs.  judgment.  The  focicty  that  draws  up  a. 

Pride  is  a  paflion  of  all  others  bcA  cal-  confeffion  may  fign  their  own  compoli- 
cnlatfd  to  unhinge  the  mind.  They  are  tion  with  a  fafe  confcience,  impofing. 
u  ifer  in  their  own  opinion  than  other  men  what  burdens  they  pleafc  upon  tbem- 
“-tbey  find  themfelvcs  the  only  wife  men  felves;  but  when  that  focicty  and  their 
~-all  the  world  befides  themfelvcs  arc  fuccelTurs  demand  of  others  that  they> 
fools.  Is  not  this  an  overmatch  for  all  fubferibe  their  articles  as  a  term  of  com- 
tli-  Aability  of  mind  they  can  be  fuppo-  munion,  that  moment  they  aferibe  to 
fedtopoflefs?  With  this  mental  malady  their  articles  an  authority  fuperior  to 
D — dH — e  was  moA  lamentably  affiidlcd  the  word  of  God.  They  determine 
when  he  publilhed  his  opinion,  that  one  their  own  faith  by  the  feriptures,  yet  dc- 
of  the  groffe A  crimes  w'as  of  little  or  no  ny  that  privilege  to  olhen,  and  will, 
^onfequcncc;  aad  that  broad  lliouldcrs  hw  their  orthodoxy  afeertained,  not 
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I’Y  thf  ni!f  the  compiler*^  of  the  confef- 
ti.tn  mule  life  i»f,  bill  by  flic  private  ex- 
j'lirr’icin  ot  that  rule.  Is  not  this  both 
ndhcriii^  tj»,  and  rejedinp  the  f'ci iptnrcs 
s?.  h  rule  of  laiili  ?  Hot  this  is  preventing 
tv'hat  is  at  prefent  intcndid.  1  propole 
to  give  a  iliort  hiftory  of  creeds  and  cini- 
feili  'IIS,  of  the  periods  they  were  iniro- 
fliiccd  at,  and  pretences  under  winch 
they  appeal  Cl’. 

'i'h  •  i  irlieft  Chriftian  creed  is  tint  of 

Slmtifi  Ihter,  IVlatfh.  xvi.  ?<», - r}?. 

“  art  Chnfk  the  S  m  of  the  living 

‘  Oi'd."  Ant'ther  we  liave.  Ads  xvi. 
51.  **  H  iu've  in  the  f.ord  I'  tii>  Chrilt, 

*  and  ilioii  iinit  be  f;AVi.d.’’  'I'lu*  apolUe 
I’a’il  lifo  ^ives  us  t  wo Cinieil'e  fitniniaries 
«if  Cloiflian  <loedrine,  r  Cor.  viii.  5,  ft. 
ami  I'.plicf.  iv.  4.-6.  In  th’n  ennoTe 
manitcr  were  the  creeds  and  confdhc'os 
••*f  the  apotlolic  age  tlelivered;  and, 
avhrtt  is  \v 'Tfhy  of  tfm.irk,  thctc  were 
«]1  their  creeds,  though  nnnv  errors  md 
t'.erelies  Ind  crept  into  the  Chiiftian  fo- 
cicties. 

When  we  hi^U  into  the  catlicfl  fathers, 
vlu»  locceeded  the  npolli»lic  times,  thfir 
ciTcds  were  .ill'o  thort;  but,  as  thev  rc- 
orded  fiMiYi  that  peiiod.  tbvir  eiinhlhons 
laecair.e  more  p»’olix,  lh''Mgh  ttill  they 
were  exprcired  in  general  te*-ms,  and, 
coni  iiTt;.il  only  the  diftinguithcd  articles 
of  the  Cinilhan  laith  ;  yet,  for  foiue  ec  u* 
t-uries,  there  was  no  cbrr.mnn  llandaid 
chllind  tn>m,  or  of  I'uperior  authority  to 
the  feriptores.  'I'his  was  fo  much  the 
cafe,  mat  each  father  exon  ties  his  creed 
ditl.uently ;  nay,  the  fame  lather  wfes 
ranons  form's  in  the  d.tVercnt  parts  of 
his  lAritings;  only,  in  all  their  forfns, 
they  exprefs  the  leading  doctrines  of 
Chriftianity  in  general  terms.  The  fait 
appears  to  l*e,  that  their  llandard  of  or- 
thi'doxy  was  alone  the  facred  record ; 
and  when  any  one  was  either  converted 
to  Chrittianiiy,  or  tmployeil  as  a  public 
teacher,  he  made  a  general  confcirion  r'f 
bis  fiith,  and  if  it  w  as  found  to  be  agrec- 
;rble  to  the  great  outlines  of  Chriftianity, 
;5".  contained  in  the  f«'ur  creeds  already 
imntroned  fren  the  New  Tellament,  be 
was  conlidercd,  and  coniidereil  .lirtlly,  a 
ChriliiAn,  and  fulficiently  orthodtix. — 
'J'heir  creeds  were  nrithvr  embarraircd 
wuih  points  controverted  among  Cliril- 
ti.in.s,  or  nic  aph> fical  lyllems  of  philo- 
f'phy.  To  much  the  bine  of  our  holy  re- 
bgton,  but  were  in  feripture  ftrni«,  and 
Jhort  ami  fimple. 

This  wa6  ll’.e  plan  of  theA:  early  rgcj, 


until  Confliiritinf  pave  full  liberty  f® 
Chriftians,  and  Chrillianily  became  the 
religion  of  the  Roman  ftate.  Before 
tliis  time  they  w’cre  either  pcrfecuied,  or 
only  winked  at.  Upon  this  revolution 
Chrillians  became  licentious,  and  guided 
by  the  maxims  of  temporal  kingdoms^ 
whom  they  m  ide  their  models;  particn* 
larly  they  adopted  thefe  tw’o,  that  have 
been  alter.ded  with  the  mod  unhappy 
confequences  Chriftrui  l\>cietie8  to 
this  vc.y  day;  the  »)ne,  that  errors  in 
rthgiou  are  punifii.ihle  by  the  civil  nia- 
gilliaie,  if  nut  foifak'en  upon  admoni¬ 
tion;  the  other,  th.it  pi.bt’tal  views  in 
I  ecleli  ih 'caS  lielcrmiiniir'iis  were  to  be 
added  fotliC  plan  of  jc^fut*  Clirid.  When 
their  minds  were  piiTtlled  witli,  thefe 
1  aad  they  had  di  p.iited  from  the 

go;pil  noiphcity,  the  cvnincil  of  Nice 
met  in  ^25,  to  determine  the  /Irian 
c  introveify.  Then  it  veastliat  the  holy 
Icrip’iires  were  firlt  th.i.wn  alide,  and 
hmn  in  wolds  ai'd  cr.idic.itions  were  in¬ 
troduced,  iuiotlu  iloiJti ines  of  Chriftia- 
nily.  Ill  this  council  the  orthodox  en¬ 
joyed  court  protection,  and  the  .Brians 
met  wiili  hard  nieaiure.  Their  confef- 
tioii  of  f.d.th  was  tore- in  pieces.  They 
were  willing  to  fiiblcrilie  the 
This  was  denied  them;  an<l  a  formula 
is  propofi'd,  containing  expreOions  that 
were  not  in  the  lacred  rec<»rd,  and  which, 
Uie  /Brians  faid,  did  therefore  not  con¬ 
vey  the  Icripturc  dGitriiie,  but  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  the  propofers.  The  queftion  at 
prefent  is  not,  whether  the  /Irian  fen- 
timents  were  right  or  wrong,  but  what 
right  had  the  Nicene  couucH.to  impofc 
unfcrlptiiTal  expicfiions  and  words  upon 
them?  It  may  be  faid,  that  thefe  >V/- 
cene  fathers^  for  all  their  affiimed 
powers,  were  not  very  competent  judges, 
for  they  appeared  to  fubttitutc  three 
fr -5^/ ihftead  of  one  Godi  and  Arius’s 
condemnation  was  brought  alxuit  by 
(  v*'jiarjtinc  A  addrefi),  as  the  naajoritf 
feemed  to  be  of  a  different  opinion  it! 
the  morning  from  what  they  were  in  the 
deciding  afiei  noon. 

Once  the  door  was  thus  opened  for 
fnbilitntiiig  human  words  and  explica¬ 
tions,  inftcad  of  the  fniptme  acciiunt  of. 
the  articles  of  Chiiffian  laith,  creeds  and 
coi.fenhins  mnliiplictl  without  end; 
council  was  againll  council, father  againft 
father,  each  defending  his  own  explica¬ 
tions,  and  each  had  an  equal  right;  for, 
let  UR  once  depart  from  the  facred  re¬ 
cord,  where  can  we  hop? — After  Ihit 
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period,  ihe  prcitcft  paits  of  the  religious  many  rcfpCiEVs  great  and  worthy  men^ 
iliijnucs  were  not  about  the  peculiar  were,  in  tins  particulai,  innueiictd  by 
tlociraies  ot  Chrillianitv,  but  ai^uui  the  polijlical  coiiliderations,  perhaps  cihc  al- 
iTiodcs  «>f  iritcrpretatk)n,  and  what  puli-  fertU)n  is  not  very  wide  of' the  truth. 
Vlcal  t\n.^tK»n  ihould  be  uppemiuft.  Many  Let  us  attciul  to  the  reafons  atUgtied  for 
th'.M^a  fearcc  hinted  at  in  Icriplure,  and  vpubliihiog  thcl'e  ftandards,  demandin^y 
left  in  profound  liicnce  by  the  earlier  lublcripiion  to  them,  and  not  holding 
Ctiriiliaus,  were  lu'w  pchtively  decided  up  the  fcriptiires.  They  arc  to  oppolc 
upon,  not  in  icripture  teimjf,  but  agree-  the  aigumentt — thefahehoods — thedi- 
;,l>le  to  tne  fylk:u  of  puilofuphy  adopted  vifivc  plans  of  the  church  of  Romct  theic 
by  thLi  council,  «>i  tlic  other  eccktnilti-  comoiou  enemy;  for  the  Catholics, 
c  It  champion.  By  thus  indulging  ihefe  lanned  at  the  alterations  introduced  by 
i.inii.tu  fxplic.ilioiu',  hcrclics,  inllcad  of  the  icfornicd,  ufed  every  art  to  prevent 
h( i  g  Iclier.cd,  daily  mnliiphed;  CInil-  their  increaUng  influence.  The  argu-» 


ti  ii.ny  piv>a»jed  under  the  heavy  load  for 
nrui,  ageb,  at;d  ignorance  of  the  tiuth  as 
It  ib  ii>  Jy  kis  more  and  mure  p;evailed;a3 
the  fcriptui^co  v  c:c  ii;uie  and  ittiire  iie- 
"‘ceicd.  I'or  wny  confult  the  lacred  rc- 
c  idr  'I’hat  book  did  noi  dttcimine 
tiiiih,  (>r  purity  of  doefriite ;  liiele  were 
Only  dctciiuiMeil  by  the  woids  and  ex- 
p.'icariuib  ol  a  cliiiicli,  /.  c.  a  fet  of  men 
alfiiniing  to  theinfelves  tliC  power  of 
Cod,  and  diclitiiig  to  the  confciences  of 
titiifib  iheirovvn  interpreUtions  of  the 
Vx)i  (j  <)f  C/od,  as  of  equal,  if  not  fuperior 
authority,  to  tliat  facred  book  itfclf. 

M  liters  were  long  ripening  for  fomc 
rtvolulion  in  the  ftate  of  the  Chriftian 
world,  when,  at  length,  the  dawn  of  ihe 
reformation  was  begun  by  Zuifiglius 
and  LniLr^  their  bold  attempt  againft 
inai.y  i*f  the  cncro  ichments  of  the  church 
tf  UjWii.  At  h.il  they  only  meant  to 
relii’.quiiii  the  Pa,vacy,  but  not  w-hal  they 
eonfuleied  as  the  Catholic  church  :  how¬ 
ever,  when  Pope  Lto  X.  excommunica¬ 
ted  Lu^her^  he  re.folves  to  found  a  fo- 
ciety,  01  Chrilliaueftal'linimcnt,  oppohtc 
to  that  of  Rornf,  But  as  Luther ^  and 
all  Lhe  firll  ici'oi  mcrs,  were  educated  in 
the  chtrch  of  lixjjue^  and  bad  grown  up 
Mil  ler  die  iiinueiice  of  its  prat^tices  and 
philoicphy,  to  they  adopted  many  of  its 
inr.xirns  and  prnlofophicai  tenets  into 
their  new  eftabrdlm.nits.  Ihuiy  preju- 
uiees  are  not  tafiiy  thrown  alide :  S*),  in 
S  toi ,  a  confedioii  of  fait  h,  /.  e.  liiercform- 
<<1  ix’,dieaiioii  of  Chriftianity  vva.s  drawn 
n;>  bv  Mulauchthou^  and  given  in  to  the 
*^'erv;Anic  d^cl  at  Augfoutgh*  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  thix^^,  duiing  that  century,  the 


ments  they  tiled  againft  them  were  ta- 
Leii  from  the  Icholallic  philofopUy,  a 
prefent  made  us  by  the  Arabians,  L'U’* 
iher^  and  the  reformed,  to  maintaini 
the  charader  of  learned,  and  gaiti  the 
popular  appiaufc,  fought  them  on  that; 
ground,  and  perhaps  it  was  Hit  kind  of 
armour  they  coiilil  vveiid  heft.  ‘  The  Pro-* 
Ullanis  were  acculed  of  jKinciplea  and 
practices  odious  in  their  own  nature,  and 
which  they  denied.  Jii  order  to  vindi¬ 
cate  ihcmfelvcs  from  theic  accufalione„' 
they  alfo  publllhcd  their  corfefliont,/ 
which  they  conhtUred  as  folemn  and  an  - 
thenlic  declarations  to  ttic  world  of 
faith  and  manners;  and  confcflioith  werd 
drawn  up  with  a  defigu  to  prevent  he-^ 
relies  or  divilions,  and  maiulaiu  a  good 
correlpoodence  among  the  rcluriucdy 
that,  with  united  ftiength,  they  iriigh!; 
oppofe  the  Catholics. — Thcfe  were  their 
view's,  and  fuch  their  profeffed  inten¬ 
tions;  and,  had  they  gone  no  farther,  they'* 
might  have  been  calily  forgiven  to  adopt 
mealures  in  tUeir  own  fupport,"that  ap-' 
peartd  plauliWc  to  flioit- lighted  mm'tals. 
But  they  enjoined  icbfcripkioii  to  their 
creeda,  under  pains  and  penalties  againffi 
the  obftinatc ;  hy  this  adopting  thofc 
piaClices,  and  that  pretence  to  ihfaili- 
Wlity  they  fo  juftly  condemned  imthc 
church  of  JlsftHc,  How’cver,  u;ion'Cvcrr 
apolitical  footing,  their  intentions  and 
viewa  were  not  anfwercd:  llubbdrn  faft» 
informs  us,  that  the  church- of  Rome- 
continued  failely  to  accufe  the  I’tforrmrd,' 
and  both  Tides  were  lo  loft  in  a  bbyrifith’ 
r  f  fcliolallic  argumentation,''  that  thryf 
knew  mit  how  to  extricate  thcmfelvcs;; 


leiornitd  churches  and  Itvts  publilhcd  and  confe^ons,  ir.ftead  of  lefiening  the  ‘ 
tl.c  r  varituis  cntifiiri/)us,  homilies,  ar-,  bcrcGcs  and  divifioua  among  the  reiorm- 
ticics,  and  covenants,  and  fubteription  ed,  only  ferved  Ki  multiply  them,* and 
to  them  as  comiiianded.  How  tar  this  each  lt<5l  thought  it  had^jequal  right  to» 
was  agreeable  to  Icriptiire,  every  onc^  infallibility  as  its  neighbours.  So  true, 
miiil  determine  for  himfelf.  If  it  ihould.  it  is,  that,  upau  'he  rclinqhifhiug  or  dif- 
that  thcfe  ufcriucrs,  in  fbluUon  of  priuciples,  any  llaU;  or  !]>- 
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cicty,  whether  civil  or  religious,  muft  were  fo  multiplied  in  Scotland, 
go  to  confulion,*  and  at  laft  to  ruin.  In  proper  nnfwcr  i«,  that  they  were  intirely 
the  prefent  cafe,*  if  the  reformers  had  political  inllitmions,  borrowed  from  our 
f>ol  departed  from  the  fimplicity  of  the  anceftors,  who,  when  individuals  were  I 
gufpel,  but  held  up  the  Hible  as  the  con-  not  powerful  enough  feparately  to  d<- 
fellion  of  tluir  faith,  and  received  into  f«fn<l  themfelves,  entered  into  a  formal 
their  communion  and  bond  of  unity  all  confederacy  or  aflTociation,  that  was  for- 
who  received  that  book,  and  nothing  niidable  to  all  attacks.  ^  Thcfe covenants 
clfe,  as  the  ft»Ie  ftandard  of  their  faith  were  confederacies,  fometimes  made  io 
and  do<^triuc8,  they  would  have  become  defence  of  the  civil  liberties  of  mankind; 
a  numerous  and  happy  fociety,  that  and,  to  give  them  more  folemnity  and 
would  have  defpi fed  the  arts  of  Rome,  ftrength,  the  religion  of  that  Jefiis, 
fpread  over  the  earth.  But  the  ciiamplc  •who/e  kinpdom  is  not  of  this  *wortd, 
of  the  yatican,  and  maxims  of  political  was  iutri>duccd.  ' 

governments,  had  fo  biafled  thefe  wor«  In  1647,  the  Weflminjler  conreflio'n 
thy  and  great  men,  that  it  is  a  problem  of  faith  was  received  by  the  aflcmbly  at 
not  very  difficult  to  refolve,  w’hether  Edinburgh,  and  ratified  by  parKiment 
thefe  or  the  facred  record  did  moft  de-  1649.  But  it  is  obfervable,  that  no  fob- 
terminc  their  refolutions  in  the  intro-  feription  was  required  to  that  ftandard 
ducing  creeds  and  confeHions  into  their  by  cither  aflembly  or  parliament.  Mat- 
religious  eftiblilhmeiits,  and  appointing  ters  remained  on  this  foot  till  after  the 
fubfeription  to  them.  reftoration,  when  the  covenant  was  a- 

I.et  US  now  turn  our  eyes  homeward  r  brogated  in  Scotland,  Epilcopacy  | 
The  earlicft  confeffion  of  faith  w'c  had  in  reftored.  The  Picffiytcrians  were  fe- 
Scotland  is  that  of  the  En^lijh  congre-  vcrely  perfecuted  during  the’  reigns  .0/ 
gation  at  Geneva,  which  was  received  the  royal  brothers.  After  the  revolution, 
into  this  country  in  the  beginning  of  the  and  in  1690,  the  parliament  of  Scotland 
reformation.  Another  larger  confeffion  eftabliflied  Prefbytery  and  the 
is  ratified  by  parliament  at  Edinburgh  Jler  confeffion  of  faith,  but  not  one 
in  156c:  to  this  lafl  one  fubfeription  is  word  of  requiring  fublcriptions  ffdm  ei-  * 
demanded  of  every  ccckfiaftical  perfoB,  thcr  the  parliament  or  aflVmbiy.  The 
by  an  aft  of  parliament  1^71,  and  by  a  Epifcopal  clergy,  by  Dr  Canaries  as 
royal  proclamation  in  1580,  of  every  their  head,  agreed,  in  the  afrtmblyT692, 
pariffiioDCr,  under  pains  and  penalties,  to  iign  a  formula,  promifing  fubmiffidn 
W’hich  are  enforced  by  an  aft  of  afiembly  to  the  Prefbyterian  church  government, 
in  1581.  Thefe  are  fucccedcd  by  tw'o  and  to  fubferibe  the  confeffion  of  feith 
covenants,  or  confeffions  of  faith,  the  ratified  by  parliament  1690,  as  contain^ 
one  dated  1581,  the  other  in  1588.  The  ing  the  d.>ftrine  of  the  Proteftant  reli- 
firft  of  them  is  fubferibed  by  the  king  gion,  as  profefled  in  Scotland,  This 
and  his  houfehold,  for  an  example  to  all  they  did  in  order  to  be  received  on  the 
guid  men,  and  both  of  them  by  the  eftablifiimcnt ;  but  the  aflcmbly  rejefted 
king,  and  many  of  the  eftates  in  1588,  their  offer,  for  two  rcafons;  the  one, 
as  they  arc  by  perfims  of  all  ranks  and  that  they  would  not  fign  the  confeiian 
degrees  in  1590.  They  were  originally  of  faith,  as  the  confeffion  of  their  faith? 
intended  to  unite  the  kingdom  againfl  The  other  reafon  was,  that  the  alfcmbly 
the  attempts  of  Spain,  and  other  fo-  knew  that  this  was  only  an  infidious  pro¬ 
reign  Popiih  powers,  and  fo  arc  chiefly  pofal  of  lord  Tarbat,  to  pave  the  way 
direfted  againft  the  errors  of  Popery,  for  cutting  the  l^rcfbytcrians,  that  in  tiirre 
abjuring  or  them,  and  declaring  allc-  .  Epif:opacy  might  be  eflablifhed.  As 
giance  to  the  king.  Then  comes  the  lord  7'irr/»J/ h^  rather  impofed  on  king 
national  covenant,  fubferibed  by  nobles,  IVilliam,  his  majefty  was  angry  at  the 
barons,  gentlemen  and  burgefles  in  1638,  affembly  for  not  receiving  the  EpHcopal 
and  was  intended  to  oppofe  the  eflabliib-  clergy  on  the  terms  they  offered ;  and 
ment  of  the  hierarchy :  And,  finally,  the  he  diflblvcd  the  aflcmbly,  without  in- 
foleran  league  and  covenant,  drawn  up  difting  another  to’  meet.  The  Scots. 
by  Henry  Wane,  to  ui.’te  the  difaflefted  parliament  had  no  inclination  that  Epif- 
againfl  king  Charles,  and  religion  made  copacy  (hould  be  reftored.  Many  mem - 
the  handle.  This  foVmn  league  was  bers  were  averfe  to  the  hierarchy,  and 
Aibforibed  in  Scotland  and  England  in  many  more  dreaded,  that  If  the  prdatca 
4643.  If  it  be  alkcd  why  covcnanti  wero  rdhjrcd  to  power,*  they  would 
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afTiime  the  patrimony  of  the  church  now 
tn^irolTeci  by  laymen.  So  in  i693»  the 
parliament  not  only  ratifies  a^t  5.  Seff.  a. 
1690,  but  ena^s,  that  the  clergy  in 
Scotland  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  afiTurance.  and  fubferibe  the  IVefi- 
ouinjhr  confefiion  of  faith  as  the  confef* 
lion  of  their  faith,  and  to  which  they  will 
adhere  ;  and  in  1694  alfo  enadts.  that  the 
Epilropal  clergy  in  Scotland  be  received 
on  the  eftaMiibment,  only  upon  ligning 
the  corifi’ifi  111  i)f  faith  as  the  confeilion 
of  their  faith.  In  1694,  tlie  general  af- 
ie.'iioly  met  again,  in  confeqncnce  of  a 
unentary  addrefs  to  the  king;  when 
tht)  met,  they  alfo  ordered  a  formula 
fo'  Epifcopal  clergv,  .fiioilar  to  that  of 
the  parliament  in  1693.  By  thefe  mea 
lures  was  the  blow  fionn  Epifcopacy  at 
th<  ^  time  warded  off  by  the  church  of 
Scotland. 

Up  n  the  change  of  the  miniftry  in 
J7io  by  queen  dnne^  the  alTcmbly  of 
Scotland  liecame  again  alarmed  at  the 
profpect  of  Epifctipacy,  and  with  their 
former  views  of  keeping  it  at  a  diftance, 
in  1 71 1  enjoined  a  third  formula  for  pro¬ 
bationers  and  minifters.  Thus  in  Scot- 
land  tlicre  are  one  parliamentary,  and 
two  tcc\ctl\Mc?\  formulas  for  fubferi- 
bing  tlie  IVeflminfler  confelfi  jn  of  faith, 
ail  at  this  day  fubfilling;  but  all  the 
three  were  introduced  to  keep  out  E* 
pifcopacy;  .for  before  that  one  of  1693, 
there  were  no  fneh  formularies  ;  they 
were  fati^fied  with  figning  the  covenants 
and  confclfions,  or  verbally  affenting  to 
them. 

Forgive  my  making  an  obfervation  or 
two  on  this  part  of  the  hiltorical  deduc 
tion.  The  Scots  coofe(Ii(»n  of  faith  of 
1560,  was  probably  drawn  up  and  pub' 
lilhcd  from  the  (aime  motives  that  are 
mentioned  as  influencing  the  reformed 
abroad;  b^t  the  Scots  bonds,  cove* 
mnts,  forsnulas  were  intirely  po« 
litical.  Upon  this  we  can  determine  in 
a  more  deciltve  manner,  as  wc  know 
V'hcn,  and  for  what  purpofet  they  were 
introduced.  The  covfOants  of  1581  and 
1588  were  entered  into,  to  obviate  im- 
prelTions  the  nation  entertained  of  king 
lamest  attachiMit  to  Popery— to  ba¬ 
lance  the  cruel  league  at  Bayonne  in 
1566  —*-to  prevent  a  raaflacrc  fimilar  to 
the  l^arifian  of  fjyi — to  unite  the  pub¬ 
lic  jgainft  the  attempts  of  Spain  in  1588. 
In  a  word,  they  were  national  efftxris  to 
preferve  the  civil  liberties  of  Scotland. 
We  all  know  with  what  views  the  folsmo 
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league  and  covenant  of  1643  framed 
and  fubferibed,  and  the  reafons  for  the 
formularies  of  1693,  1694,  and  1711, 
are  mentioned  already.  To  oppufc  cn-* 
croachments  upon  the  civil  and  religious 
liberties  of  the  nation  at  the  periods 
mentioned,  was  highly  proper,  and  well  * 
becoming  the  legiflature  of  anv  king.  * 
dotn,  or  any  body  of  men  in  a  kingdom  ; 
but  why  drag  in  the  religion  v)f  jefns, 
and  make  it  truckle  and  be  fubfervient  <0 
any  politicial  puipofes  whatever?  With¬ 
out  calling  it  in  to  be  the  Shibboleth  of  a 
party,  every  Hate  is  poflclFed  of  natural 
means  to  lecurc  its  liberties;  and  there 
is  not  the  leall  reafon  from  ihi*  quarter 
to  load  genuine  Chriftianity  with  articles 
and  terms  of  communion  which  the  Ucred 
record  nowhere  givei>  fandtion  nr  aarho- 
rity  to ;  and  if  the  caofes  and  reafons 
for  introducing  iUclt:  formulas  be  ceafed, 
ought  not  the  formulas  to  be  neglec¬ 
ted?  Yours,  8cc. 

HtSTOftlCUg. 

Spey  Side t  Jan.  1%. 

A  Letter  from  Rome  :  By  a  Gen^ 
tleman  nonv  on  his  Travels, 

Dear  Sir, 

HEN  I  left  England,  I  gave  you 
my  promife  that  I  Ihould,  front, 
time  to  lime,  write  you  an  account  of 
my  travels;  that  I  would  defcribe  to 
you  what  1  obfcived  to  be  curious  in 
the  works  of  painters  and  artifts ;  and 
that,  when  1  fliould  meet  with  circum- 
flances  fingular  and  problematical  in  re-  ! 
gard  to  manners  and  opinions,  I  would  . 
fubmit  them  to  your  refledioni.  Ac 
prefent  I  feel  an  inclination  to  convey  . 
you  fome  information  concerning  the 
paintings  and  fculptures  which  adorn  ! 
two  of  the.fihefl  palaces  at  Rome.  You 
mud  not  expe^  an  exafl  lid  of  every 
thing  I  faw  and'  admired.  It  will  be 
fufficient  if  I  enumerate  to  you  thofe 
works  which  appeared  to  be  executed  in 
the  fined  tade. 

In  the  Palazzo  Barbarino  dtcre  arcTe- 
veral  paintings’by  Raphael,  which  difeo- 
ver  alUhe  grace  and  exceUeocies  of  that 
inimitable  madcr.  They  do  not,  how¬ 
ever,  at  fird  figbt,  drike  the  i)bierver,  as 
fo  highly  admirable ;  but  more  they 
arc  examined,  the  more  their  mefir)»  be¬ 
come  coo  fpicuous.  The  portrait  of  his** 
midrefs  is  here,  and  is  a  mt^ch  adtnir^/ 
plift'ne;  it  is  indeed  vonderfujly  l»  l*y, 
and  well  coloured :  as  a  piece  of  ait  it ' 
‘  '  C  c 


f 


ibv-  Tiifc  -W  fi  E  K  lit'  - 


H  unfXCepUcmable ;  but,  if  confldered  at  there  Is  in  admirable  piece  of  fcitlpfmi’ 

^  the  reprefbntationbf  a  very  fine  woman,  in  the  Greek  ta(te,  reprrfenttn|;  Clcupa- ' 
iris  certainly  expoiVd  toccnfure:  this,  tra  afl'cp.  It  is  of  Parian  marble^  and 
however,  was  hot  poflfH>ty  the  intention  twice  ab  big  at  the  life.  The  luir  of  the 
of  the  painter:  her  Cvtmplexton  is  a  dark  head  ik  noble;  and  one  may  gather  from 
brown,  her  eyet  are  black;  and  her  fca-  the  countenance  fomewhat  of  the  chi- 
Curet  are  ftrong  and  marked.  A  very  ra4!n:er  of  that  lingular  queen.  I  think 
delicate  judge  of  fbmaic  beauty  might  the  antient  bifiorians  have  not  defcrlbed^ 
fancy  her  to  be  rather  inelegant,  and  to  her  at  a  complete  beauty,  nor  doet  1)^ 
want  that  bewitching  foftntft  t6  which  appear  to  be  fo  in  this  reprefentation ; 
si^omrn  are  chiefly  indebted  for  the  in*  but  her  features  feem,  notwitlrflanding,. 
fluence  they  poflhft  over  us.  This  pic*  to  excite  love  rather  than  admiration  ;, 
tore  hat  been  frequently  copied,  and  in  and  I  could  not  behold  thii  AgUre  with* 
particular  by  Jhlio  Romano;  out  recalling  to  remembrance  the  amo* 

You  remember  in  Tacitus  the  fine  rout  feenet  which  fhc  adted  with  Antho* 
dtfeription  which  that  great  fliftorian  ny.  Tticfe  fccncs  were  doubtlcts  crtixii** 
hat  given  of  the  dkath  nf  Germanicus;*  nal  and  impolitic;  but,  when  one  recol* 
an  event  that  was  brought  about  by  the  ledh  the  many  and  the  agreeable  accom\ 
cruel  policy  of  Tiberiub.  It  it  here  no  pliAiments  of  this  woman^  and  conflders 
lelV  admirably  reprefented  by  the  pencil  her  ijch  frtvctttion  for  frolic  ar\d  advent 
ofPouflin.  The  hero  is  painted  as  in  an  ture,  it  is  no  longer  foprifing  that  Ihe 
cKpirtng  attitude,  and  as  intreating  his  fbouid  A)  charm  and  fafeinate  that  Ko*^ 
furrbunding  friends  to  compafliun  and  man  commander,  as  to  make  him  forget 
revenge;  and  their  counteoaiices  are  bis  former  reputation,  and  that  he  was 
wonderfully  exprefli've  of  the  fcnlimecits  contending  for  the  empire  the  world* 
be  meant  u>  excite.  The  figuie  of  bis  *Caftor  apd  Pollux  are  here  leaning  on 
wife*  Agrippina  Is  exquifitc,  and  difco-  eachothet;  and  there  aremot  two  nuci^ 
vers  a  Tot  row  rttent  and  noble:  Iheir  ftatues  hi  Rome  than  thcA?  of  the 
three  children  give  a  richneli  to  the  brothers,  nor  perhaps  one  worfe  than' 
piece,  and  add  to  its  general’ expreftion.  that  of  the  LedX' which  ftands«  by  them. 

It  were  fuperflaous  to  mention  to  you#  holding  the  egg  in  her  hand.  It  is  re-' 
that  the  great  chara^fiftlcs  of  Guido  maikable,  that,  in  many  of  the  works  of 
Rhcni  arc  the  tender  and  the  pathetic;  antiquity,  the  prindpsd  figures  arc  ^* 
and  never  did, he  exhibit  them  with  fo  rutf 3  with  very  great  art,  while  the  in* 
much  power  as  in  his  famous  Magdalen,  ferior  ones  execrable.  The  revyirfet,^ 
which  is  one  tif  the  fmeR  ornaments  of  for 'example,  of  the  S^an  and  G^ck 
this  palate.  tXne  can  never  fire  wtih  medals  are  alnWifi  always  indiffetentj 
viewing  it,  and  it  imprcilbi  the  mind  Ileretoo  arc  the  amours  of  Jufdtef,  in' 
with  a  fentimettt  in  the  bigheft  degree  five  large  cartons,  by  the  pencil  of  J[nl1o 
foft  and  complacent.  The  figure  is  4 r-  Romano.  Thefc  are  infinitely  ,  more 
ger  than  the  life,  and  beautiful  through-  corrcCl  and  perfodt  thin  were  ufoiHy  the 
out.  The  large  drapery  is  a  pale  lake ;  cbmpofitiods  of  this  cclebrit6a!.  aTtlCi. 
the  Ibadows  arc  tniutparent,  and  full  of  l^'Was  more  remarkable  for  tlwr  fortilfty 
r^fiexlims;  and  the  piece  is  farther  a-  of  hit  nnagioatioii,  and  the  vciracfCy  6f 
domed  with  two  little- boy  angels,. finely^  his  genius,  than  for  ^ace  or  nxcuievand' 
coloured.  .  his  colouripg  was  almUft  never  epmmea- 

There‘  U  here  an  antique  marble  Ve-  dable. 
ntis,  bigger  than  ihe  life,  and  repbfihg  Titian dt  anotht^xif  the  gckat  itA§eft 

on  a  concha  it  .iv«*.  delightful  fignr<f:  whore  comjjofitfong  enrich.'' ftils  pata^c. 
iibthine,  in  my  opinion,  can  convey  It  is  poflemrd  of'hb  Pope  jSiXtfis  lY.  a 
jaftcr  ideas  of  beauty ;  and  w:t,  you  very  highly  finifhed  pidturc.  It  is  full* 
Well  know,  that  fculpture  is  leaRexprcf*  of  nature,  and  the  colourl/rg  tuimirablc^ 
five  of  the  After  arts  i>f  imitatioa.  Even  It  was  fatd  of  tfib  artilf^^y 
all  the  little  cxcellend^^aAd  minute  rc-  gelo,  that,  if  hef  had  ftudied  the 
qaifreil,^  which  connotiTeurs  of  a  certain  as  much  as  he  had  cfofte  lie  | 

dafs  have  found  out^and  are  fond  to  ad*  *  have  been  abl^otelV  kfimfti^o;  TWI^I 
ifiire  in  the  female  fprrtt,  are  here  fully  of  his  pUlwfts  bate  be^a  n 

difplaytd.  jib  unguUtii^  *^  capif*  e^edlngty  ca^tfifron,e  !l,  a  Lait  Sup^ 
Itm  fnfnm  v«,  e/f  fha  f  prefervyd  jn  ih^ ^fifftoiy  at  the  ’ 

•In  thcTdaxto  del  Duta  di  fiteefanb,*  m  the  other  Is  ^ 
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*^cfcnting  Chrift  crowned  with  thorns* 
Yhe  priocipnl  figure  in  the  latter  hit  n 
grace  and  grandeur  mort' than  mortal; 
and  the  countenance  dll  plays  a  bertefo- 
knee  and  humiUry,  joined  with  a  digni¬ 
ty  and  pAin,  which  no  pencil#  it  it 
thought,  but  that  of  Titian  could  fiava 
io  fetlirtgiy  delbribcd. 

But  what  appeared  to  mt  as  the  moft 
ftriking  pieces  I  hare  cter  fecn;  went 
Ibroc  paintings  of  Correggio,  which  are 
here  exhibited.  They  irt  his  Leda  ti^ 
Danae,  his  lo.  Mercury  teaching -Cupid 
to  read,  and  Cupid  Ihaviag  his  bc>w,  ki 
-the  ftik  of  the  connolfleur,  they  arc 
bright,  tnellow^  warm  and  tender;  nop 
is  it  pofliblc  that  their  perfe^ont  can  be 
conceived  but  by  thofe  who  hate  feen 
them.  The  tin^fs  and  trails  didblfe 
beautifully  lotoeach  other;  and  the  fea¬ 
tures,  parts  and  outlines  are  yet  perfeCt- 
4y  diftina  and  determined.  New,fuif 
ly,  was  nature  fo  happily  exprcflcd  ! 

'  R.iph>\cl  is  in  general  groat,  and  has 
thofe  permanent  beauties  which  are  ac¬ 
quired  by  fiudyinj;  the  antique;  but  I 
do  not  conceive  that  he  kirprifes  and 
plcafes  in  fo  high  a  degree  as  Correggio. 
The  fine  qualities  of  the  former  may  be 
feen  in  other  mafiert ;  but  th#  pencil, 
the  colouring,  and  the  enchanting  grace 
of  the  ‘  latter  arc  peculiar  to  hintlelf. 
You  will  perceive  that  Correggio  is  a  fa¬ 
vourite  of  mine;  and  I  nvuR  beg  your 
indulgence,  while  I  amuk  mylelf  by 
drawing  a  chara^riftical  flLetch  of  this 
great  matter. 

Correggio  had  never  vifited  Home; 
and,  on  this  account^  be  had  not  benefi<« 
ted  by  examining  the  beautiful  remaina 
of  autient  artifts.  Hence  the  peculiarity 
of  his.  manner ;  and  from  hence  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  that  he  polfetTcd  not  minute  eg. 
adtnefs,  and  (ought  not  adtnifation  by 
the  UhoHous  tou^es  of  art.  He  failed 
in  paintiug  a  hand  or  ah  arm,  but  little 
inaccuracies  did  not  derogate  from  the 
5>crfeCtioti  of  his  works,  He  left  to  in¬ 
ferior  geniufes  the  glory  of  excelling  in 
trifics.  In  the  choice  of  his  fubjeCts  he 
was  admirable;  his  fancy  was  fertile, 
and  in  his  carnations  he  wis  able  tb 
unite  delicacy  with  force.  Hb  figures 
arc  beautifully  rounded,  and  no  haffii- 
nefs  appears  in  his  outline.  The  pafiOons 
he  Could  affeft  and  agitate  above  all 
other  mafters.  His  expreflion  was  na¬ 
tural  and  ekgant,  and  had  a  certain 
charm  which  it  it  impoflible  to  exprefs, 
Jt>ut  which  furprifed  m  delighted 


beholder.  The  art  of  fore-(borteiilh^’ 
figiifes  be  baew  to  pericObifi;  ao#^ 
acquired  it  by  the  •paweg^of  oaltve  gov 
nittsi  He  was  the  arft  tbi<|»rsdtfed  il 
with^uccefs;  and  itis  meaccllencc  \m 
which  fuccccditg  arttfisluve  in  vain  at¬ 
tempted  to  vie  with  him.  The  iMi  of 
his  hgares,  you  would,  tocy  was  reM,  H 
is  fo  ioimitabiy  dear,  foft,  tender,  and 
deHcate.  His  colouring  is  nature  itfeifi 
His  lights  asediftributed  with  an  ama* 
aing  addrefs.  Every  inch  has  Us  fliam 
in  contributing  to  the  general  haratoiiy 
of  the  piece.  In  a  Word,  if  the  pencH  of 
Correggio  is  not  the  moft  fuWime,  or  th^ 
Rioft  ai^eding  that  has  been  employed  i« 
reprefentations  of  thlt  nature,  it  muft,  at 
lead,  be  allowed  to  be  the  moft  i^ree^ 
able  and  the  moft  bewUchiag . 

Bull  will  not  now  detain  your  attcav 
tion  longer.  Continne  to  carefori  and 
go  love  me*  IJtm, 

Pear  Si  a,  » 

Yoor  obedieot  (ervant,  and  friend, 

A.  L 

o 

£Tbc  following  Letters  are  the  more cu* 
rtous,  as  they  (hew  the  difierent  tenw 
pers  of  the  poet  and  the  philofophert 
the  (irft  only  laughs  at  his  antagonlftt 
the  laft  is  very  angry^  and  wants  to  rid 
the  world  of  a  jokfr.3 

M,  dc y otT AiKE  i$  Koinio. 

Ptstfilam,  Mo.  1 7.  lyygfe 

A  Volume  of  letters,  which  ldaupei> 

‘  tilis  has  printed,  (rat  brought  me 
a  month  sgo.  1  can  only  pity  him;  hg 
has  nothing  more  to  be  angry  at.  He  la 
a  man  who  pretends,  'that,  in  order  tp 
be  better  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
the  foul.  We  muft  go  to  the  fo&thern 
hemirphere,  to.  difle^  (bme  brains  of 
giants,  twdve  feet  high,  and  fomc  hairy 
men  who  wear  monbks  tails. 

yf.t  would  have  us  intoxicate  ptcrple 
with  opium,  in  order  to  obid^e  in  their 
dreamt  the  fpriogtof  tho  bodun  uodar- 
'ftandtng.  ' 

He  propofes  the  digfbigu  large  hole^ 
to  penetrate  to  the  center  of ,  theeartb. 

He  would  have  the  (kk  btrmeared 
with  rtfifi,  and  their  Be(h  pierced  witb 
long  needles,  well  contrived;  fo  that 
the  pbyfidaii  (hail  not  ^  paid,  if 
patient  be  not  cured.  a 

Ht  pretends,  thitsndR  dd|hf  dfid  Nje 
eight  or  nine  hundM  jmn,  H  11% 
aratc^kreferotd  by  thwifiT 
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prc^vcntR  eggs  from  bung  hRtchcil.  Tl»c 
m  itunly  '  f  man,  ht  i^y-,  is  nut  the  age 
of  nianii.*od;  it  is  (b  ^th  Thi  •  p»>int 
of  (i.a  iiiity  nccclb  uni)  to  be  retarded. 

l.adiv,  he  .nil u res  ut>,  tliit  ,t  is  as  cafy 
to  frr  the  future  hs  ihe  pi”;  that  t^rc- 
divitions  are  ot  the  fame  ire  as  me¬ 
mory;  that  every  one  ina’-  pi<tphcf\  ; 
thit  ihiv  depend-;  (n<ly  rn  a  g.  .lui  de- 
gi'-e  of  aorlvuv  in  the  mind,  a*  'hat  we 
fiave  nothing  to  do  but  to  exalt  our 
loiiU. 

\ll  his  book  is  filled,  frorr  •  e  end  to 
f.’  'her,  with  ide  iS  of  ltlI^  I  .  j  o.  Be 

I'  mole.  Uicrefore,  furprii  d  ar  any 

t’  ug.  lie  w,4'  at  work  oo  his  book 
'  v'Men  he  perlecuted  you ;  and  I  can  tell 
\  u,  Sir,  when  he  tormented  me  too,  in 
aitoiher  manner,  the  fame  fpiril  infpired 
his  •'  t»ik  and  hie  cundnCt. 

All  this  i^  unknown  to  thofe,  who, 
cha’ged  with  great  iiftairs,  occupied  witli 
tile  g  -vcrnmciit  of  Hates,  and  the  duty 
of  rendciiiig  men  happy,  cannot  look 
<!own  on  <piarrels  and  on  Wiiik.*;  like 
intle.  But  as  for  me,‘'Nlio  am  only  a 
man  of  letter^ — me,  wh*  ha%e  always 

]ircferied  this  title  to  all - me,  wlu-fe 

t  mpluymcnt  it  has  been,  U  r  more  than 
Jolty  years,  to  love  truth,  and  to  fpeak 

it  bold')’, - 1  will  not  dilgiiife  what  I 

liiink.  It  is  fiid,  that  your  adverl'ary  is 
ill  prefent  very  ill;  l  am  not  lels  fo;  and 
if  he  carries  to  his  grave  hib  injnftice  and 
hiv  b('(’k,  I  iliall  carry  to  mine  the  juf- 
tiee  vs  hich  I  think  your  due. 

1  im,  with  as  much  tiuth  as  I  have 
P'.t  mil#  my  letter,  ckc.  Sic. 

[A.  an  aofwer  fo  the  Diatribe  of  Dr  A* 

.  kahia,  M.  dt  M^upertuis  wrote  the 
following  Utter,  to  which  M.  de  Vol- 
laire  gave  the  reply  ani.t\ed.3  - 

jM.  ./t  Minpcrtuis  to  M.  Jc  Voltaire. 

i  Declare  to  vni,  that  my  health  is 
g-u^d  enough  to  fii.d  >  on  out  where- 


) ou  .aie,  in  ordt-i 

to  be  moi\  emn- 

p», 

N  revcngcil  i*f  y- 

u.  Be 

ihauktul 

fi*' 

Jsf  1 1  and  i*bc 

diem  e  w 

hicli  h.jve 

l.i'l 

<*rto  wiiii  held  m 

y  arm. 

'I'l  em- 

I'iw 

1 

M  A  V  1* 

tRT  c- 1  s. 

^I.  (it  Voltaire’ 

/  Aiifu'cr. 

I  ll^ve  I rce'ved  the  letter  with  whi-  h 
.1  \  ou  honet"  me.  You  »nforo'  t- 

)0'j  are  well,  that  your  is 


MAGAZINE,  OR 

perfectly  re-eftablij(hcd,  and  you  threaten 
ti*  come  and  alTaflinate  me,  if  I  publiih  the 
letter  of  BeaiimeDe.  This  pi  occedirg  is 
neither  like  a  prelident  of  an  academy, 
nor  like  a  good  Chridian,  fuch  as  you 
a«e.  I  congratulate  you  on  your  good 
health,  but  I  am  not  fo  ftrong  as  you: 

!  have  kept  my  bed  for  a  fortnight,  and 
I  beg  %ou  t(’  defer  the  little  experiment 
in  nrtural  philof  iphy  that  you  wifb  to 
make.  You  \»anl,  perhap‘>,  to  cilFe^t 
me ;  but  confuler  I  am  not  a  Pa»agi-nian, 
and  my  brain  is  lo  fmall,  that  ihe  diico- 
very  of  its  tibres  will  give  you  n»>  new 
idea  of  he  foul.  Btlide.H,  if  you  kill 
me,  be  fo  good  as  to  remember,  that  M. 
de  la  Bcaumeile  has  promifed  to  purfuc 
me  even  to  hell :  he  will  not  fail  to  go 
thither  in  queft  of  me.  Though  the 
hole  which  is  to  be  dng  by  your  order  fo 
the  center  of  the  earth,  and  which  i;  to 
Ic.ntl  diredly  to  hell,  be  not  yei  begun,' 
there  arc  oilier  ways  of  going  to  it,  and 
he  will  fi^id  that  I  fliall  be  as  ill  treated 
in  the  other  world,  as  you  have  perfccu- 
teil  rne  in  this.  Would  you,  Sir,  carry  ‘ 
your  animolity  fo  far?  Again,  be  fo  good 
as  to  attend  a  little.  Little  as  you  arc 
pleafed  to  exalt  your  foul  to  fee  diftinift-  • 
ly  into  futurity,  you  will  Ice,  that,  if  you 
come  to  airafTipate  me  at  Leipfic,  where 
you  arc  not  more  beloved  than  anywhere 
elfe,  and  where  your  letter  is  depolited, 
you  run  fome  rilk  of  being  hanged; 
which  will  too  much  forward  the  rno- 
ment  of  your  maturity,  and  would-be 
very  unfiiit  ible  to  the  prefident  of  an  a- 
cademy.  I  advife  you  firft  to  have  the 
letter  cf  Beaumcjle  declared  forged,  and 
df  r.'gatoiy  to  yout  glory,  in  one  of  your 
aflemblies;  after  which  you  will,  per-- 
h.ip'.,  be  more  af  liberty  to  kill  me  as  a 
djftiirber  of  your  (elf-love.  To  con¬ 
clude,  I  am  Hill  very  weak:  you  wiB 
find  me  in  bed,  and  I  can  only  throw  at 
y’iiiir  head  my  fquirt  and  my  chamber¬ 
pot.  But  as  UKH1  as  1  have  rccoveied  a 
little  (Irength,  1  will  charge  my  pillols 
cufit  puivcre  Pyrioy  and.  multiplying 
the  (piauliry  by  the  fquarc  ot  the  vcloci- 
t/,  nil  the  .tv^lion  and  1  arc  reduced  to  a 
evpher,  I  will  h-dge  the  lead  in  your 
biaiu;  it  feerns  iu  need  of  it. 

It  u'll  be  a  fad  thing  for  you,  that  the 
(i/in-an?,  whom  you  havt  fo  much  de- 
fpiftd,  iliould  have  inver.'ed  powder,  ai^ 

^  u  light  to  lanient  the  r  having  inven¬ 
ted  printing.  Adieu,  my*  dear  Picfi: 
dent.  '  . 


pif- - - 

EDINBURGH i 

Juthentic  of  ^Irs  Barry, 

the  ceiebrated  A^lrefs.^ 

Udy  was  born  at  Bath  in  the 
i  beginning  of  the  year  1738.  Her 
father,  Mr  Street,  followed  the  profcflTiun 
of  an  apothecary  in  that  city,  and  was 
not  more  diftinguifhed  by  his  integrity 
than  by  his)  abdities  in  the  pharmaceuti¬ 
cal  art.  Her  mother  wa^  dcfccndcd 
from  the  Hei  tfords,  an  antient  and  rc- 
fped.ible  family  in  Doi  let  (hire.  To 
gjvc  a  detail  of  her  progrels  in  literature 
during  the  early  period  of  her  life,  would 
be  a  recital  too  minute  for  popular  nar¬ 
ration  ;  fuffice  it  to  fay,  llic  was  inllrudt- 
ed  in  the  ufeful  and  ornamental  parts  of 
female  education  by  the  beft  mafters  that 
polite  part  of  the  kingdom  afforded. 
Shakeipeare,  the  father  i*f  our  Englilh 
dianu,  was  ftudied  with  the  greateft 
avidity  by  oiir  fair  pupil:  and  it  is  un* 
doubtedly  fad,  that  Die  could  repeat 
many  of  his  molt  ftriking  paffages  at 
thirteen  years  of  age.  From  that  time 
htr  atfeniion  was,  for  the  moft  part,  at¬ 
tracted  by  the  exhibitions  of  the  theatre, 
wlu  rir  Mr  Darccr  was  fome  years  lince 
a  pi  i.icipal  pel  former.  This  gentleman, 
though  he  had  ibnie  natural  defeCts  to 
c  -itthat,  was  a  fpirited,  plcafing  aCtor, 
and,  undciftanding  the  turn  of  our  hc- 
rnine’s  difpofition,  took  every  ftep  in  his 
power  t<»  introduce  himfelf  to  her  ac* 
(piaintancc,  which,  from  the  little  efti- 
mniion  the  profeflion  of  a  pUyer  was 
then  held  in  by  contracted  minds,  hie 
found  the  utmoft  difficulty  to  rffeCt. 

Her  beauty,  vivacity,  and  accomplilh- 
ment?,  had  now  rendered  her  an  objeCt 
of  general  admiration,  and  one  of  the 
rcigriing  toalls  of  Bath  was  Mifs  Nancy 
btrctt.  Her  paffion  for  the  ftage,  how¬ 
ever,  increaled  with  her  years;  and,  at 
the  lime  of  life'when  her  perfections  had 
created  the  warmeft  hopes  in  her  pa¬ 
rents  of  feeing  their  daughter  make  what 
the  world  calls  a  fortuuate  fnatchy  flje, 
to  the  altonilhment  of  every  body,  gave 
her  hand  to  Mr  Dancer,  who  was,  foon 
alter,  in  company  with  his  lovely  wife, 
obliged  to  leave  his  lituation,  w  hich  was 
ii*'  unpr(,fitable  one,  to  avoid  the  refent- 
ment  of  her  relations. 

Afte«'  experiencing  a  variety  of  embar* 
railicenis,  our  new  niarried  couple  were 
Jipplied  to  hv  an  agent  for  MefT.  >  Barry 
n*'(!  Woodward,  lio  had  j''ft  -  pened  a 
\cr\  elegant  ih.  in  Dubi  :*.  md  were, 
filter  fettling  the  ufual  preliminaries,  en- 
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gaged  to  perform  under  the  manage* 
ment  of  thofe  gentlemen. 

This  was  about  the  year  1759,  when 
the  company  which  performed  at  the 
theatre  royal  in  Crow-ftreet  was  the 
ftrongeft  cvcrfecB  in  Ireland.  I?  conhfl- 
cd  of  Mr  Bury,  Mr  VV^oodward,  Mr 
MolTop,  Mi  King,  Mr  Dexter,  Mr  Ar* 
thiir,  Mr  Sowdon,  Mr  Vernon,  Mrs 
Fitz  Henry,  Mrs  Chambers,  Mrs  Kenne¬ 
dy,  and  (Kcalionally  Mr  Foote,  Mr  Shu- 
ter,  Mrs  Clive,  and  Mis  Pritchard. 

On  Mr  Dancer*s  arrival  in  Dublin,  he 
was  fo  ill  with  an  afthmatic  diferder, 
which  had  afll.Cled  him  foraconfide- 
rable  time,  that  he  was  unable  to  per¬ 
form,  and  his  wife  made  her  fiift  experi¬ 
ment  upon  the  (lage  in  Cordelia,  in  the 
Tragedy  of  King  Lear— a  character 
which,  though  it  perfectly  agreed  with 
her  innocence  and  fimplicity,  did  not  at 
that  time  give  any  certain  indications  of 
her  (landing  in  the  higheil  rank  of  her 
profeffion.  The  wildntfs  of  her  genius 
was  uncorrtCled  by  tafte,  and  by  the 
ufe  of  the  (lage;  and  her  timidity  in 
fome  parts  dcpiived  her  of  her  powers  • 
but  though  in  her  performance  there  was. 
much  to  be  condemned,  yet  there  was 
much  to  be  prailed;  and  her  appearance 
afterwards  in  Monimia,  Belvidera,  Rofa- 
lind.  Lady  Tow’iily,  Violantc,  and  Lady 
Betty  M^dilh,  fhewed  the  verfatility  of 
her  talents,  and  in  a  (hort  time  placed 
her  at  the  head  of  the  Irilli  llagc.  Du¬ 
ring  this  periojd  her  hulband’a  malady 
increafed,  and  he  died  juft  as  (he  became 
the  favourite  of  the  public  about  the 
year  1761. 

Perhaps  a  more  critical  (ituation  for  a 
young  widow  than  that  in  which  Mrs 
Dancer  now  Rood,  cannot  well  be  ima¬ 
gined:  but,  however  furrounded  by  ad¬ 
mirers,  her  conduct  was  irreproachable ; 
(he  maintained  her  character  under  the 
higheft  temptations;  and  her  perfeve- 
ranee  in  refifting  applications  increafed 
the  number  of  her  votaries  to  fuch  a  def* 
gree,  that  (he  became  in  a  manner  the 
univcrfal  paidion. 

Barry  was  at  this  time  in  the  zenith  of 
his  reputation ;  and  the  theatre  was  bu^ 
little  frequented,  except  when  that  ad¬ 
mirable  tiagedian  and  his  fair  colleague 
performed  together.  He  had  been,  for 
fome  rime,  the  preceptor  of  our  heroine. 
H^  was  her  Othello,  her  Romeo,  her 
Caftalio,  and  her  Jaffirre;  and  it  is  lus 
wonder  if  fuch  an  nircrcourfe  infpired  1i| 
mutual  pailioni  which  at  length 
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I'hI  ilk  tluir  mf.riiage  almut  the  end  ot 
Ihr  yf.<r  i  7.^3. 

In  iNc  luiritr.cr  (if  the  year  7766,  ?dr 
route  I'revat'td  on  th»«V  tu'u  caj'ital 
jrjrforaicrs  to  p!  jy  a  feu'  wipnts  at  the 
ihjatre  in  the  lias -market ;  v\heje 
Miil^arry  give  ivioh  Itrikinj  pr^M^ts  of 
her  Tiftoninna^  abilities,  lii.il  the  IkII 
;  fit'*''  <:f  the  diama  proinninced  her, 
^\i:n''’il  herktaboii,  the  firft  adreb  on  the 
ll.'.j'il!])  Il’.g'i*. 

At  the  eommencement  I'f  the  feifon 
17117.  tlji-^  lady  mule  her  C\:t\  a,)- 
'pear  inC'.‘,  with  her  iifiMi  ecit^fy  at  the 
1  neat: e-royal  in  Drury  in  t!ie  eh.i- 

i.r'ter  I'f  ^igiriumula.  She  l'u)n  afier- 
winls  played  Ze'U'bi.?,  in  tlie  t«njedy  of 
th.iL  n.im'O,  written  l)y  aMt  Murphy; 
'vlii',  ronfrious  of  the  obligations  he 
o.vcd  he’-,  adaitb'e'P  her  in  the  iledie'ati- ni 
in  tin:  h-Uawino  wtrrds:  “  Zinobi  i,  ir.a- 

*  il.inr.,  la  your  o\mi  intbely.  X'i'heie- 
‘  evc'  nv;  intccnracy  h.i*'  ieit:  iupeift  .*- 

*  tiona,  l!uy  n'c  f*>  Ij-ippily  vunil’ied  •>- 

*  ver  by  y<  u:  Ih'il,  thnt  either  they  a:e 

*  n»»t  lie’ll,  <*r  yr  n  e>;*ott  toreiveneis  for 
‘  tl'.era  ;  and  il  the  autlr-r  is  any  ivhrre 

*  Inn  y  enough  toyk’.:/tV’  ^7  rr-.ycf  be- 
‘  you.'i  his  u:ii;d  reach,  il  is  'roiltipiiud 
‘  by  vcmk  addrt  Isinto  a  lU’.ml'tr  (if  bei'i- 

*  lie-',  't’hc  f.ite  of  Zjmibia  has  bu.n 
‘  very  er.traordiiiary.  She  wai  fav(  «.;  in 

*  her  liielhi.c,  from  the  waters  e.f  the 
‘  A.a:;t.s,  by  llic  band  of  a  llieplicid; 

*  anvi  Uv  \7  ihu  is  fave.l  from  tiic  critics 

*  by  oMs  I'lirr  y." — ’The  fame  feudem  m, 
ontt.e  riibircatioM  of  the  Grecian  D  luyli- 
ter,  aUer  hunenting  that  he  ha  1  neither 
^••ne  iiur  aljihty  to  in’lce  it  better,  fays, 
to  l’ei^;hten  it  with  additional  ijeauliey, 
was  icl-’rved  for  the  enchanting:  po  vers 
.•iiul  gci  ins  of  the  berVre  intnlioued  lady. 

Mr  Home  alio,  in  the  face  to  Alon* 
riir.k(  s  his  ackiunvledgmt  nts  to  iicr 
;ri  tir.le  words;  “  For  Mrs  Ibirry  he 
‘  wu/e  tiu  pai  t  (if  Orro.ibnda  ;  and  the 
‘  nu.il  i;i!tetiu<  c'rcin'rt.incc  tt)  him, 

*  in  the  fi.ciel.iof  h's  {  lay,  if-  the  nni- 

*  ven'-*l  <'pini..n  (vo- ehed  not  only  by 

*  the  iouriefl  rj'phi'’''e  tl'.at  ever  ibooh 

*  tile  ftage,  but  by  the  preattft  edirlimi 

*  of  tcir  \  that  l!*e  fo  much  ex- 

*  alted  lint  foe  exctvd- 

‘  td  All  i.n  (>.i;niii'ii.  and  reached  the 

I'lminit  1/4*  per.cvftu:n.  Theugh  the 

*  pubhe  ’I’oiee  has  exaittd  her  ab(.»v<’  his 
j  taii'e,  yet  hccldrasthe  nn-it  t'f  ha- 

*  vlur,  K'fore  ctherr.,  ('hterved  her  now 
,  a.iu\>Cw  at.ci  ULii'tu.icd  cxce*icrive.”"“ 


‘  From  the  colour  of  the  diwn,  he  fore- 
‘  tirldthe  brighlnefs  of  the  day.” 

'I'he  fraitedy  of  Almidl  owed  its  fuc- 
ccIg  iutlrely  to  the  mtrit  iht  difplaycd  iq 
tiic  principal  charade.-;  audit  was, upon 
this  occaiion  our  Fn^ldh  Lt  ngiuus  ob*' 
urved  in  his  forcible  m  inner,  **  Mri 
lUny  had  given  a  (Irikiag  centra- 
du^tinn  to  the  received  opinion,  that 
‘  the  life  ofbe.oity  was  uu)  fiioft  to  form 
‘  a  c.implcte  adrefs.” 

Tli.ilia  has  not  bvri  le*!?  liberal  of  her 
f.ivuiirs  to  tb'S  lady,  thr.n  the  tragic 
ninre.  Her  Rofalind,  Lady  Towiily, 
Mrs  Snllco,  Viol.intc,  and  above  all  her 
I'.plheg’ucs,  fmT.cieittly  e-^ince  the  truth 
‘'f  t  l»*G  ablrtion.  In  the  latter,  cxclu- 
live  of  htr  naUi'>d  e  i'y  way  of  Ipcakiny,' 
fhu  haj  a  j'cculiar  happiueif  in  potniitig 
the  w:t  and  fa' ire  o1  th'-  wiiter,  which 
Il  I  t<;  r.dl  flora  her  c::timi''ire ^  and 
a''<j»'irc?  dou.blc  force  fr'un  her  biilliant 
n^-ini’er  of  dtlivcriu:,;  it.  The  caule, 
t.’icrtfiTc,  of  her  u<>t  a;'pc.iring  ofreiiei* 
in  c'uuvc'y,  we  ca mot  pretci.c*  to  invef- 
ticrUe;  but  the  entcrtaii.rricrd  of  the 
pwhi’C,  we  will  ventnie  »(>  aiiirrn,  would 
be  coi'lidcrably  i'npr''V,d  if  Ihe  was 
more  frcipiently  placed  in  that  point  of 
viev'. 

V.'c  fliall  clofe  our  account  of  this 
great  rf(  nner,  with  lamenting  that 
tl'.e  bcaiitits  atierdant  on  nn  harmoni¬ 
ous  (.iiA'utioii  cannet,  like  tfiofc  of  po-, 
tlry,  1h  their  {>wn  record  ! — that  the  a* 
r.imatcd  graces  (d'  the  awtreb  can  live  rui 
,‘oi’gc.r  llun  the  breath  and  motion  that 
p'elents  them,  cr,  at  beft,  can  but  faint¬ 
ly  jjii’itrper  through  (he  memory  or  im¬ 
pel  u  Cl  altcllalion  of  a  few  furviving 
I'peClatcTS. 

To  the  Publisher,  of  tie  Weekly 
Magazine. 

Tr*'^  r.i*  a  man  ;  v.c  are  by  nature  fal  c, 
l)iirv;''n!,)rKig,  ful-tlc,  irnd,  and  iiiconlhnt  : 
Wl.tri  ^  man  talks  of  love,  wiih  caution  trull 
liiin. 

Blit  il  ne  iVcars,  lufll  certainly  decchc  you.’ 

Or  WAV. 

S  I  P, 

J  'O  (It hide  or  bttray  a  girl,  who  is  fo 
1  u!  htppy  as  t4>  love  yiiu,  indicates 
a  mind  truly  wicked ,  a  heart  truly  ob¬ 
durate  and  deiunvtd.  To  life  every 
means  to  gain  her  afTcCticnis,  to  forfiike 
her  after  you  have  attained  that  end,  to 
leave  hrr  thus  tbs  fport  uf  a  malicious 
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VTorlJ,  is  unequnllfd  and  un*-ivalk’d  a- 
uu'U'^  ti'.f  lift  of  ciimcs;  yot  to  this 
ctimw  is  iiopuniihnifnt  awarded  bf  our 
l<\\s;  f  n*  oar  hoiiilt  forefitliers  never 
drci  r.cd  tluir  Ions  could  commit  an 
a>:li  >n  io  hoiriblc,  I'o  d'cleftable,  to  uu- 
n.uural! 

Some  men,  arJtoated,  as  they  term  it, 
by  t  }je  p>  .nciple-  of  honour,  count  them- 
IcKes  tr.ore  or  Icfs  hap|-y  by  the  con- 
ejuv  fts  they  have  made  ovtr  the  female 
\v  rid:  the  ?,rms  they  malic  ofe.of  for 
atr.K’k  are  fraud,  il.nimi’lat'.on,  aiul 
trcaclury;  ar.d  vi^d^ry  is  only  to  be  oli- 
laitud  by  inlkliouf  arts.  The  inntx:eiit, 
the  htamiful,  the  ciedulous  fair,  is  often 
by  the  crafty  wiles  of  forue  de- 
ivivei,  cU  llitutc  ef  the  feelinjis  of  hurr.a- 
iiity,  d.'vi)id  of  cveiy  piinciple  of  reli- 
yioa  ai.d  virtue.  Stran^^c  !  tread  on  the 

c  of  one  of  thole  !icri*ci!,  and  he  \'  ill 
plimee  a  d  icitcr  in  yt>ur  bof  <in  ;  but  tell 
i'.on  o.'  lhchmdcs  he  bar.  bttTaycd,.atid, 
with  a  fneeiiii"  frnile,  he  vrdi  pity  you 
fir  Kut  life  ! — fruch  are  the 

men  of  hone  ur,  who  acquire  lam  els  by 
tlie  ruin  of  M>uoccnce  and  virtue  !  liuvv 
would  diey  be  offended  were  their  cou- 
r.r.;e  to  be  called  in  qiieftion,  were  their 
bi.uery  denied?  and  yet  I  tell  tlicmthat 
they  are  l.ale,  datlardly  cowards,  for 
I !  liming  the  ruin  of  tliit  fex,  v»f  which 
in  i'1  is  the  n.aural  proteiitur  and  de¬ 
fy  nder. 

Miny  men,  under  honourable  pre- 
tiuces,  if’ti.uiate  thcmfelvcs  into  a  wo- 
inauk  .iuVdiona,  and,  after  having  a- 
nrafed  her  lor  a  long  lime  with  the 
hopes  of  matrimony,  take  a  fudden 
vh  inge,  pleading  prior  engagements,  or 
foTiie  frivolous  excufe.  'i'o  lair.eut  the 
ftate  <d'  a  woman  thus  (ituated,  would 
be  indeed  improper:  Ihe  has  reafou  to 
rej(/ice  that  her  connexion  with  fuch  a 
villain  is  of  fo  Ihort  duration. 

It  was  obfervtd  to  me,,  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  whom  I  am  pr*)ud  ti>(tile  my  friend, 
that  ny)t  a  ftw  liow-a-days  force  t hem¬ 
ic  Ives  into  the  good  gtaccs  of  a  family 
by  .a  pretended  faru^ity  of  lite,  and  a 
pii  Mutual  allcndancc  on  religions  fer- 
viee--:  Treachery  {cuiuinutd  my  fiiend), 
cutr.n.ittefi  undei  the  mailt,  of  religion, 
i->theh'afeH  of  ctinaes.  (fbMclons  God 
^exclaimed  tit )  !  may  I  rather  livt  the 
lile  of  an  untutored  Indian,  who 

oce/  CoJ  in  clouiift  or  hsati'kim  in 
the  •winJt 

of  that  man  who  ^  f.novr?  the  rijht 


and  yet  the  wrong  purfucs.** — By  fucii 
men  is  the  j>eacc  of  families  d’ftuibtd-— ; 
by  fuch  arc  the  hairs  of  the  aged  brouy  bt 
to  the  grave  with  forrow.  The  dearcit 
relations,  the  molt  aftVctionate  of  fiieuds, 
uuift  fee!  for  their  deceived  kinrwumani 
but  the  unnatural  fvdncer  fmiies  at  tha 
havock  he  has  made,  and  laughs  at  the 
ftorms  he  has  raifed  around  the  fi  lends  of 
her  whom  once  he  pretended  to  be  mul^ 
*k ar  to  him.  S*.ich  obje«fli»  are  not  new. 
to  him — he.  has  trotle  the  fame  paiiu 
formerly — he  feels  no  emotion,  no  com- 
puncVion ;  a  frcqiKUt  recurrence  deadcaa 
him  to  all  becoming  icllcdions,  like  the- 
phylkian  who,  imappalkd,  'enters  the; 
gloomy  cliambers  of  expiring  hfc,  or  the. 
undertaker,  who  handles  without  con¬ 
cern  the  clay  e’okl  Iinil>s,  ; 

Unhappy  flie  who  at  lalb  yields  to  hi* 
embraces:  tlie  takes  a  perjurer  to  her 
arms;  and  can  ihc  cxpcvl  lhat  he,  wlux 
h  *s  callctf  God  fo  often  to  vvithefs 
f  ilfehov'id',  will  keep  his  matrimonial  oatU 
invioir.ble  ?— Thou  who  prcte’ndcH  l\iv 
l)cnd  ihy  knee  twice  a  d.iy,  ar.d  e;xpv*up»Ui 
the  oracles  cf  the  living  God,  diill\  thoi^ 
nt-ver  read  in  the  lacrcd  \oluinc  llitJlc 
awful,  tremenduous  words,  prcnciiucvdi 
by  tlie  prophet,  '*  Cuffed  ,bc  the  d.c-> 
ceiver.” — Let  thefc  confide rativ us  avr;;-* 
ken  thy  confcieiice. 

Suffer  me  now,  my  fair  count ryvo'; 
men,  to  addrcl'i  you 'in  ttie  ftile  of 
and  ftiendiliip,  to-  befetch  you  to  be 
cautious  of  that  man  in  Whofu  yoqtiuft  ^ 
to  ex.amine  well  his  condinfl  in  life,  tioc- 
to  be  deceived  by  falfe  appcantnces  ttsr 
if  he  has  humanity ;  if,  when  you  tell 
him  a  tale  of  pity,  you  can  dilcover  um/ 
cinoiion  in  his  break;  learn  if  he  fteli 
for  the  woes  of  others;  for,  be  afluicd, 
if  he  can  fuffer  the  lonely,  wanderer  tq 
pafs  by  unnoticed,  however  religious  he 
may  appear  to  be,  his  heart  is  dvpt^vcd^ 
and  you  matk  him  down  for 'a  villain. — • 
Extremes  ought  always  to  be  avoided: 
Confide  not  In  the  wickckl  rak’e,'  nor  trnf^ 
in  the  formal  hypocrite. - 1  ihLy, per¬ 

haps,  in  a  feyv  \yeeks  rcfboic^tkic  kihje^t,- 
but  at'  preknt  mud  take  iny  leave.*’ 

Yotjrs,  See.  L» 

'Sirat/j-earn.  *  ,  *  1  ’ 

A  N  E  c  DO  T  E  t  'Some*ivh}f  f  ,£ vular, 

to  ApBii  !U  &nal’.s  Anccdbtfi’c/.  thk 

HlC-SLANDtl,. 

Tj'U/’HUASlA,  a  virgin,  being  fcizcd 

JPa  byaldd;e«,  and  fcfce'vihg'hcVIclt 
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minced  td  tilit  condition,  that  neither 
Tcfid  ince  nor  tears  could  any  longer  pro¬ 
tect  her  chaftity  from  an  arincd  and  bold 
raviiher,  begged  him  to  forbear,  and  fhe 
■wonld  redeem,  at  a  valuable  rale,  what 
4he  could  nor  obtain  by  all  her  intrea¬ 
ties:  She  teih  him  thit  Ihc  was  IklUed 
in  magic,  had  been  ini.’i.a^ed  in  it  frt)m 
Iter  infancy,  atid  th  e  Ihc  k’u  w  a  certain 
tingncnt,  a  ’  irv.h,  it  he  once  anoint- 
<*d  b  ..i’T,  -K  llioultl  be  proof  again  ft 
IV.  <1  t  di  i  ;  lhat  flie  would  impart 
t  I  ^il^  fecret,  which  to  that  day 
Jhr  iiau  kept  to  herfclf,  upon  condition 
th.at  he  ihould  folemnly  fwear  not  to 
injure  her  virgin  modefty.  The  foldier, 
fired  with  the  ambition  of  military  glo¬ 
ry,  fworc  to  what  ftie  defired :  (he  left 
him  a  while,  and  having  melltd  Tome 
vax,  mixed  with  other  ingredients,  ftie 
anointed  her  neck  and  ftioulders  fuffi- 
rienlh  thcrcw’ilh;  then  turning  to  the 
•^ouMg  man,  fhe  thus  addrefl'.^  him: — 
That  you  may  underftand  that  I  have 

•  not  dealt  deceitfully  with  you,  1  will 
‘  extort  belief  from  you  at  the  hazard  of 

•  my  o^wn  perfon  :  Come,  foldier,  and 

•  with  your  utmuft  force  ftrike  your 

•  fword  upon  this  neck  of  mine,  which" 

•  I  have  fo  well  feenred  with  this  oint- 

•  menl,  and  foon  lhalt  thou  be  con- 
‘  vinced  how  fafe  I  have  rendered  my- 

•  feif  by  it.”  He,  his  p  illion  being  al- 
inoft  extinguifticd  by  his  fervent  dclirc 
€)f  glory,  and  eager  for  the  trial,  drew 
his  fword,  and,  with  all  his  force,  let 
alrivc  at  the  place  Euphralia  had  delired. 
3Iis  fword  fo  far  entered  het  neck,  lhat 
"with  the  blow  ht  at  once  cut  otf  all  his 
hopes  of  enjoying  the  virgin,  and  her 
fea’8  of  lofing  her  virginity. 

This  ftory,  when  contrafted,  makes 
the  Abbe’s  appear  as  a  fpeck  on  the  face 
©f  »l.e  lull.  The  one  Ihow’s  nothing  but 
wh  It  even  the  greateft  coward  would 
dr  to  prevent  a  lingering  death — the 
other  is  perhaps  the  greateft  inftance  of 
refolHtion  and  ch  iftity  in  a  woman  ever 
recorded. 

Man  5/*  Pleasure. 

I 

“  TV/TY  dear  Mr  Man  of  Pleafure,  I 
have  been  crying, my  eyes  out ; 
mamma  has  burnt  my  doll,  ftript  me  of 
my  frock,  put  me  on  a  fack,  and  fays  1 
am  to  be  married.  Oh  !  I  ftiall  fob  till 
my  heart  breaks;  to  be  married  to  a 
great,  huge,  he  creature,  big  enough  to 
I  cat  me.  1  little  thought  that  Mr  Manly, 
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when  he  gave  me  fwcet- meats,  and  faid 
civil  thingi.  to  me,  had  any  fneh  wicked 
defign.  But  there  is  no  trufting  to  the 
men;  I  have  heard  mamma  fav,  for  all 
fhe  WMnts  me  now  to  be  married,  that  it 
is  dangerous  to  liften  to  them ;  and  w'hcn 
they  fmilc  and  fay  the  fweeteft  things, 
then  there  i»*  a  fnake  in  the  grafs,  and 
that  we  Ihould  (hun  them  as  we  would 
the  plague.  Now  I  follow  her  advice, 
and  file  chide.s  me  for  it ;  nay,  ftie  lock¬ 
ed  me  into  the  parlour  vefterday  mor¬ 
ning  with  Mr  Manly,  and  1  was  obliged 
to  hear  all  his  proteftations  upon  his 
knees  for  near  an  hour.  I  cannot  lay 
but  what  he  is  well  enough,  and  I  Ihould 
like  him  vaftly  if  he  was  a  doll  or  a  kit* 
ten ;  but,  L — d,  w  hat  can  one  do  with 
a  man:  One  cannot  play  with  fuch  a 
great  creature;  he  is  a  head  and  Ihoul- 
ders  taller  than  me,  though  mamma  fays 
I  have  done  growing,  and  am  too  big 
for  frock.s. 

“  I  expL»ftcd  to  go  hack  to  the  board¬ 
ing- fchool  after  the  holidays,  but  I  find 
all  my  cloath.s  are  brought  home,  and 
my  fchooling  paid  off.  Heigh  ho  !  1  fliall 
never  be  able  to  go  through  it.  Blefs 
me,  here  is  Mr  Manly  come  to  teaze  me, 
fo  no  more  at  prefent  from 
Your  humble  fervant, 

Maria  Fearful.” 

P.  S.  I  had  like  to  have  forgot  to  tell 
you,  that  Mr  Manly  fays  I  fhall  have  a 
coach,  and  a  doll,  and  a  parrot,  and 
jufl^vhat  I  pleafe  when  1  am  married; 
fo  I  think  1  may  as  well  have  him,  as  1 
can  lock  myfelf  up,  and  never  come 
near  him. 

Detached  Thoughts. 

Hir.OSOPIiY  may  get  the  better  of 
evils  that  are  paft,  and  thofe  to 
come;  but  of  prefent  evils  it  never  can. 

It  requires  greater  ftrengh  of  mind  to 
fnpport  good  fortune  than  to  endure  ad-, 
veriity. 

There  is  this  rcfcmhlancc  betwixt  the 
fun  and  death,  that  it  is  impoflible  to 
look  fteadfaftly  at  cither. 

If  we  had  no  faults  of  our  own,  we 
would  not  fo  cafily  dilcover  them  in  o- 
tbers. 

It  would  appear  that  Nature,  who  has 
furnilhtd  us  with  all  organs  neceffarv  to 
make  us  happy,  had,  among  the  reft, 
given  us  pride  to  prevent  us  from  fecliug 
our  imperfe^ons. 
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POETRY. 

5i  FGY  on  Mr  James  Donaldson  of 
Montrofc,  a  Gentlcmiin  whoy  to  it  handfoine 
jorhm^  unite(f  thnt  rfiofi  truly  excellent  du’po^ 
ft:  or.of  SoulyVfbich  lUT'^iei iit'the  kappinefsy 
iind  tmde  the  -wauti  of  ynanklnd  Ui  cbicj  re- 
gard. 

'  ^tando  ullum  invcnienius  parent  ? 

O  TRAGIC  Mufc!  vouchfafe  thy  kindly 
aid;  _  .  ‘ 

Ciivc  me  tlif  plaintive  flrain,  the  note  ot 
w  oe ; 

In  (larkcft  fable  be  each  thought  array’d  ; 

Let  tears;  bat  tears  of  manly  foitow,  flow. 

Me  N  T  R  o  s  E «  be  fad !  thy  gen’rous  Ton’s  no 

more  ; 

Let  cv’iy  face  be  cloatli’d  with  midnight 

ylponi : 

Let  S'lrrow  laviih  all  her  mournful  (lore, 

And  Cliarity  bend  gently  o’er  his  tomb. 

Let  me,  O  Mufc  !  let.  me  attempt  to  paint 
His  Ibul  viith  each  cclcdial  virtue  grac’d  : 
hut,  ah  !  tiic  portraiture  will  be  fo  faint. 

How  ihall  the  bright  original  be  trac’d  ! 

PYiCiidJhlp,  of  birth  divine,  did  firft  appear, 
Lxultccl,  warm,  and  unalloy’d  with  guile  J 
In  him  Benevolence  her  dome  did  rear,  ‘ 

And  he,  blclt  iuiil !  endow’d  the  noble  pile. 

ilis  •worth  fupreme,  as  did  e»ch  action  tell  ; , 
His  ^oodiic/Y  like  the  lun,  feem'd  made 
for  all  ; 

He  in  fwoct  condcfcenfion  did  excel, 

And  fpar’d  t!)c  indigent  the  blulh  to  call. 

His  feeling  was  of  true  celefliat  birth ; 

That  want  and  poverty  might  die,  he  liv’d  t 
Tho’  foc'ial  form’d,  he  hated  vicions  mirth. 
And  mad  cxccfs  his  worthy  fpiril  griev’d. 

In  yontli  he  left  his  friends  and  native  place, 
'To  foek  dame  Fortune  on  a  foreign  Ihorc  ; 
And  Ihe,  tho'  blind,  could  his  endowments 
trace, 

A  nd  largely  gave  him  from  her  plenteous 
floie. 

Of  what  avail,  tho’  Fortune’s  fav’rite  fon. 

If  with  the  lib’ral  hand  he’d  been  unblcA  ? 
Tlicn  ev’i'V  gcnTourfoul  had  llrovc  to  fhiln  ^ 
Him  whom  i  hail  a  true  phUamhropltt. ’  ‘ 

How  was  he  Ikill’d  in  the  alI-nob!c  art 
Oi  favour  "giving  ;;th?rc  the  many  fail ;  / 
die  from  a  benign  and  lib’ral  heart, 

Itey  to  be  freed  from  Sorrow’s  tcaziag  t'alc. 

VoL.  XXIll. 


When  Death,  in  dread  array,’  came  march¬ 
ing  nigh, 

He  ftill  pollefs’d  a  feeling  friendly  care  ; ' 
He  made  his  bounty  reach  cadi  diflant  tic  ! 
Bcncficcncey  whom  have  you  to  compare  ! 

Around  his  dyini>  couch  the  Virtues  (loud ; 

111  grief  they  (hove  each  uibci  to  outvie 
FrienajHp  divine  was  bath’d  in  lorrow’s  floods 
And  Liberality  (food  weeping  hy. 

flcrc  mult  rpaufc — the  theme’s  too  big  for 

mc_ ; 

Immortal. Yo u NG,  he  would  have  grac’d 
thy  lays  ; 

In  (trains  more  lofty  let  him  honour’d  he. 

For  thete  faint  numbers  but  attempt  his 
piaifc. 

Montroje,  Jan.  a 8.  C.  H. 

Damon  ;  A  Pastoral  Elegy. 

V 

I  SEEK  my  Flavia*s  fragrant  bow’r, 
while  on  the  mountain  feed 
My  ihcep,  or,  under  Strepbon's  care. 

Range  peaceful  in  the  mead. 

«  I  1 

But  why,  aH,  F/avw  /  (cck  thy  bow’r  ? 

You  fcoru  your  faithful  (wain, 

Nor  e’er  with  Toothing  accents  Kind 
Invite  Lie  to  me  plain. 

1  • 

Am  I  then  ugly  in  your  eyes  ? 

O  faithlcls,'-  haughty  fair  !  •  ^ 

Am  I  the  objedt  of  your  hate  ? 

You’ll  drive  me  to  dcfpair. 

Regard  my  woe-"i-I  mellow  fruit, 

The  lover’s  juicy  lure, 

Bring,  gather'd  from  your  fav’rite  tree ; 

'  1  11  bring  to-morbow  mdre.’ 

O  could  I,  to  a  hcc  transform'd,  , 

'I'hc  woodbine’s  fragrance  flp  * 

Williin  thy  bower,  or,  proudly  perch'd,’ 

Suck  honey  on  thy  lip  ! 

But  this  for  favage  love  too  much— 

Within  his  gory  den, 

Sonic  hrihdl’d  monllcr  brought  Hinl  fortftT,'  . 
Severe  to  gods  and  mon  ! 

Rclerit,  relent,  hard-hearted  maid  1 

With  jetty  cyc-brows  bright !  , 

Be  kind  !  your  empty  kiflfesev’n' 

Inlpirc  a  fwcet  delight  ! 

You'll  make  me  rciid  in  parts  minute  ‘ 

.This  flow'ry  garland,  wov^d' 

Of  fmclliiig  fhVubs  arid  parfley,  mcaoC 
A  pleading  gift  of  lote  !  . 

•  % 

And  won’t  yon  hear ! — Unhappy  me ! 

I’ll  (trip  me  off  my  coat,’ 

Plunge  headlong  in  the  rlvcx,  wbeve'  ' 

Clod  angles  tor  tlic  trout. 

D  d 
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I  tlicam’d  a  farVitc  lamHkin  fpurn’d 
Me  iVotnlul  oil  the  jilaiii ; 

Oi  l  Ooodv  U'tfch  heard  ihe  dicam, 

Aiui  laid  i  lov'd  in  vain  ! 

But  who  is  thi^  witii  dattly  ilep 
Trips  li;d.tly  oVr  tlic  lee  ? 

Why  heaves  n»y  hicall  with  fuJJen  figlis  ? 
’  ria  (he  !  ’tis  truly  Ihc  ! 

Til  llrctcli  me  lonely  on  the  grafs, 
ik'low  this  willo'v’s  thadc, 

And,  plaintive,  trill  Tome  nioiunful  lay. 
To  melt  the  lovely  maid  ! 

By  greater  tririrs  than  a  fong; 

Are  niahlens  oltetj  vion, 

\S  im-l's  L\c,/Ofi\  amul  heir, 

Aiul  Lh'>:h''»  brawiiy  Iul  ! 

One  on  hi;  nolo  the  hviton  rear’d, 

One  pilch*. i  (he  hn■^  y  j):ir  ; 

1  in'*  c.owd — an.i  gentle  linil’d 
Appliuiivc  citlr^r  liiir  ! 

I’ll  lorak  mv  reed  ' — the  fcornful  maid 
(h  *-icr.ins  niy  pluiiuive  itiain  ! 

w  i'hoiit  o'lc  lender  look  I'r  Iniilc, 

She  leeks  her  hviw’r  again  ! 

Or  hang  it  o’er  yon  rutV.y  h.ook, 

'A'^'.crc  Tallow  \vilh>ws  wave*. 

O  gu.itlv  hlell  the  happy  youth- 
Who  tills  a  Tiknt  grave  ! 

No  niicl  virgin’s  fancy  fcorn 
Dilhir'ns  his  calm  rejiol'c  ! 

But  wifh’ring  o’er  him  tragrant  lie 
I’l'c  violet  and  the  role  ! 

Heaumont-kanks. 


P. rii  oGi'i  to  the  unif  of  Kisr; 

IUnry  th  k  Skcon  d  ;  or,  the  Fall  of 
KoTamond.  irrttte:t  hi  G  eorgf:  Col- 
M  A  N  ,  St><ikeu  hy  Mi/s  H  A  R  5  A  n  t  i . 

GRF. AT  and  fair  ladies!  lords  gallant 
an«l  mighty  ! 

Bt  1 1  a  female — hcni  from  Otaheite. 
htuicii  to  the  fouthern  ocean  your  iuoa, 

And  view  in  me  the  princefs  Oberea. 

hull  three  long  Imurs  I’ve  fat,  with  fmo- 
ther’d  rage, 

'I'o  hear  ih'  nonfenfe  of  yotir  tragic  Hage  ; 

'1  o  fee  a  queen  maicllicallv  fw agger, 

..V  bowl  in  this  hand,  and  in  that  a  dagger, 
To  da!>  or  poifon  (cruel  inclination  !) 

A  n  41.1  w!  o  gave  a  huihand  confolation. 

A'\  ladivs  f  nofucii  rpiecn  at  Otjkche  : 
Love  thcjc  has  roles — without  thorns  to 
frij'ht  VC  ; 

Fr  d;  <-ur  day  s.  and,  to  complete  our  icy, 

A  L'.r*  :'s  form’d i  ’tis  call’d  die  Array  ; 


Wlicrc  love  is  free,  and  general  as  the  air, 

And  cv’i  y  beau  gallants  with  cv’ry  fair  : 

No  ceremonies  hind — no  rule  controids. 

But  love,  the  only  tyiv^nt  of  our  louN  I 

But  plcufurc’s  foreign  to  thefe  northern 
climes, 

And  love,  I  hear,  unknown  in  thefe  dull 
times  ; 

Never  was  maiden  in  thefe  days  caught  trip- 
ping,  : 

Never  was  wife  on  pleafurc’s  ice  found  flip- 
'rruc  t.)  their  lords,  to  galianiiy  ne’er  prone. 
Divorces  arc  fo  rare,  the  name’s  fcarcc 
known. 

Yet  it'  our  louthern  air — at  lead  I’m  told— 
Nor  French  nor  Engliflimcn  were  quite  fo 
told; 

And,  if  your  poet  of  to-nig!it  fay  true, 

J.ove  formerly  warm’d  Britilh  ladies  tvjo  ; 

And  ladies  ol  old  times  perhaps  might  plead, 
'J'hat  modern  ladies  arc  the  fclf-famc  breed. 
There  is  a  place,  I’m  told,  call’d  Dodor’s 
Commons, 

Whence  hiilhands  ilTuc  to  falfc  wives  dread 
fiimrr.ons  ; 

I'or  each  pretends— an  all-fufTicieiit  elf  ! 

'I'o  keep  a  lady  to  his  precious  felf. 

Yet  man,  proiul  man!  from  Oturca  know, 
'I'liai  female  follies  on  your  follies  grow' ; 
And  a!!  your  hopes  of  conflancy  are  vain, 

If  marrt.igc  hinds  not  in  a  mutual  choin. 

If  in  coitl  duets  vc  leave  jmoi  N<  11  to  deep, 
And  lomc  l.iir  RoG  in  Co\t  nt-garden  keep, 
’"hiiik  of  the  ills  that  wait  domcllie  Brife,  Y' 
'I'ht  hcavied  care  of  all  the  cares  of  life —  > 
A  tcmptii’g  midrefs.  and  an  angry  wife,  j 
For  you.  ye  fair!  whom  confeious  Virtue 
arms. 

And  with  her  graces  heighten’s  Beauty’s 
charms. 

Hear  a  Irail  filler  on  your  pity  call. 

And  favc  fair  Rofumcmi  a  Iccond  full. 

Gay  Bacchus.  .<4  New  Song. 

Gay  Bacchus  one  cv’ning  inviting  his 
friends 

'I'o  partake  of  a  generous  flalk, 

'To  each  locnal  luing  a  mt  llagc  he  fends, 

To  meet  at  the  head  of  his  calk ; 

The  gueds  all  appear’d  at  his  place  of  ad- 
ilrefs, 

The  witty,  the  grave  and  the  bold  ; 

Our  circle  furpalVd  all  that  fancy  can  guefs 
Of  Arthur’s  round  table  of  old. 

In  the  midll  of  our  merriment,  who  do  you 
think, 

Unfufpe<^led,  l;ad  feated  him  there. 

But  one  Care  in  difguife — who  tipp’d  us  the 
w  ii.k. 

And  warn’d  us  of  Ti  .M  E  to  beware  ! 

Who,  in  fpite  of  his  age,  or  the  weight  of  liis 
years. 

We  Itiould  find  but  a  flippery  blade 
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li  known  Ly  the  lock  on  his  forehead  he 
v\car:»y 

And  tMnies  the  fi^ns  of  his  trade. 

\{c  i^rattfully  ply’d  Idm  witli  hoitlc  and  pot, 
vvidcli  fill’d  up  his  wrinkles  apace  . 

'J’hc  cynic  j^icw  blithe,  and  his  precepts 
forgot, 

Aiul  fi-oti  fell  afltep  in  his  place. 

Rcgardlefs  of  Tim  e,  then,  we  threw  off  rc- 
hraint, 

Kcr  fear'd  we  to  wake  the  old  I'park  ; 

Oiij  Tongs  were  Teleit,  and  our  llories  were 
Ai.d  each  was  as  gay  as  a  lark,  (quaint, 

\Vltr  1  all  of  a  Tudden,  fo  awful  and  tall, 

One  appear’d,  who  Ipoil'd  a  good  Tong  ; 

I-'.ithcr  i'l  M  E,  moving  round  by  the  fide  of 
tiie  wall,  . 

lieliiuJ  us — flow  flealing  along  ; 


We  rofeto  his  rev’rence,  anl  offerM  a  chair  ; 

He  laid  for  no  man  he  woidd  (lay  ; 

Then  Bacchus  up  darted,  and  calch’d  at  his 
hair, 

And  fwore  all  the  fcorc  he  (liould  pay. 

But  Time,  well  aware  of  the  god  of  the 
grape, 

Evaded  his  efforts,  and  new  ; 

We  Tciz’d  on  his  glai's,  ’ere  he  made  his  o- 
Teape, 

And  inlluntly  broke  it  in  two ; 

Then  we  fill’d  each  with  wine  indcad  of  his 
fand. 

And  drank  double  toads  to  the  fair  ; 

Each  nicmhcr  in  turn,  with  a  glafs  in  each 
hand, 

Tlvca  parted,  and  went  home— with  Care. 


The  R  E  V  I  E  W. 

^  D\f,CQ\jv.%t  on  the  different  kinds 
«)/  Air,  delivered  at  the  Anniver^ 
jjry  I\h  cting  o  f  the  Ro  Y  A  L  So  c  i  E- 
TY,  November  30.  1773.  kiy  Sir 
f«»HN  Pringle,  Bart.  Prejideni. 
LP.  183.] 

“  r  CO.ME  now  to  another  fpecies  of  fac- 
1  titious  air,  called  the  Inflammable. 
Till  within  tbele  few  years  little  more 
was  kiiow'fi,  than  that  this  kind  of  fub* 
li!e  Huid  was  found  in'miiics,  i«  neglec¬ 
ted  privies  and  common  fcweri ;  but 
chiefly  iji  coal-pits,  where  it  is  called  the 
fire-damp,  making  foinetimes  formida¬ 
ble  txplolions,  and  indeed  often  fatal  to 
the  mmers.  ]  do  not  recoiled  that  Mr 
Bovle  has  taken  any  other  notice  of  it. 
But  about  forty  years  ago,  Sir  James 
Lowther,  Bart,  favoured  thcfociety  with 
an  account  fomcwhai  more  particular  of 
this  preduetion  of  his  coal-mines  in 
Cumuetluid,  accompanying  it  with  fc- 
vci  ai  bladders  filled  with  that  fluid,  which 
in  thii,  hoiilc  liurnt  as  readily  as  at  its 
lource  a  month  before,  "yet  Hill  this 
extraordinary  Tubdance  w^as  conlidcrcd 
mote  as  an  objed  of  enriolily,  than  as 
one  of  philolophical  ii.ejuiry,  till  Mr  Ca- 
xendifh  began  to  make  experiments  upon 
it;  by  which,  and  the  c«)nfequcnccs 
diavvn  from  them,  he  has  added  anoUier 
coiiiiderable  branch  to  the  dodiinc  of 
aeiial  fluids.  .  > 

“  Firft,  He  has  taught  how  to  pro¬ 
duce  at  vviil^  and  in  great  abundance, 


this  other  permanently  eladic  fluid  from 
three  metallic  bodies,  zinc,  iron,  and 
tin,  by  diifoiving  them  in  the  diinted 
vitriolic  acid,  or  fpirit  of  fca-falt.  This 
fpecies  of  faditioiis  air  he  has  diewn  to 
be  furprifingly  light,  bring  no  mOrc  thaa 
the  tenth  part  of  the  weight  of  common 
air,  and  therefore  totally  diflerent  from 
the  Mephitis,  that  other  fpecies  of  fac¬ 
titious  air  we  have  been  treating  of,  and 
which,  as  was  obferved,  is  heavier  than 
the  air  of  our' atinofphere.  Ladly,  Mr 
Cavendiih  has  given  fevcral  experiments 
upon  the  inflammability  of  various  mix¬ 
tures  of  this  fluid  with  common  air, 
which  are  likewife  new;  and,  like  the 
red,  have  been  made  with  great  prcci- 
fiun.  , 

“  Now,  though  Dr  Prieftley  has  alfo 
improved  upon  this  inquiry,  by  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  a  variety  of  experiments ;  in  par¬ 
ticular,  by  fliewing  how  this  air  be¬ 
comes  mifcihle  with  water,' and  depri¬ 
ved  of  its  inflimmability ;  by.comparing 
it  with  other  Ipccies  of  fadititius  air,  in 
regard  to  conducting  the  clcdrical  fluid; 
by  inquiring  how'  far  it  may  bcconlider- 
ed  as  common  air  loaded  with  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  Are,  called  Phlogidon  by  the 
iiKKiern  chemids;  with  other  curious 
(difervations  on  this  fubdance ;  yet  ali 
thefe,  with. other  kinds  of  faCiitious  air, 
as  1  have  already  too  long  detained  yon,  f 
mud  with  regret  paCi  over;  one  other  fpe- 
cicit  excepted,  as  I  reckon  it  among  the 
mod  brilliant  of  Dr  Priedlcy^sdifcoveriei. 

**  This  fpecies  be  calls  the  Nitrous  air, 
without  iuriding  on  the  propriety  of  the 
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<r\p'fjnon.  it  was  firft  produced  from  “  It  is  well  known,  tliAt  flame  can» 
t  ic  kVdton  pyrites  by  means  of  the  fpi-  not  long  fiib'ill  without  a  renewal  of 
“Tit  i.f  nitre.  Dr  Hales,  who  made  the  rommon  air.  The  quantity  of  that 
c- riuieut,  »)blervcd,  that  when  joinetl  fluid  which  even  a  fmall  flame  requires  is 
to  c  mmon  air,  an  eli'ervclcencc  enfued,  lurpriflng  :  an  ordinary  candle confumes, 
w  ill  a  turoid  red  colour  of  the  mixture,  as  it  is  called,  about  a  gallon  of  air  in  4 
bn  I  a:i  abforption  of  part  of  the  com  minnte.  Now,  conlidering  the  vaft  con- 
ino.j  an  .  l)i  rntltlcy  extending  the  cx-  iumption  of  this  vital  fluid  by  fires  of  all 
per.'iietu  to  other  inelaHlc  I'ubftances,  kinds  made  by  man,  and  by  volcanoes, 
obf.’rvrd,  thn  the  Ume  kmd  of  air  was  it  becomes  an  intcrefting  inquiry,  to  :af- 
b.  th.t  Ijme  acid  readily  procured  certain  wh  tt  change  is  made  in  the  air 
fr  un  iron,  copper,  bral:>,  tin,  fiiver,  by  flame  ;  and  to  dilcover  what  provifioh 
•q  lickfilver,  biimii^h,  and  nickel;  and  there  is  in  nature,  to  repair  the  injury 
t'  H  ihoiigh  It  confiaiitly,  wiien  joined  done  by  this  means  to  our  atmofphere* 
to  c;);r.:non  air,  rxhibited  tlioi'e  appear-  Dr  Prieftley,  after  relating  the  conjee- 
n*  cc  ^  iiientior.ed  bv  Di  II  ties,  and  more  tines  of  others,  and  not  finding  then;i 
ro'.iip.cuoufly  111  piopoitiun  tolhe  puntv  H’isfai^fory,  was  fortunate  in  falling  u- 
'oi  iiH  comhion  .lir  mixed  with  it  (that  poo  a  method  of  rtftoring  air,  which  had 

i.  ,  11  1  htne^'<  for  rerpirarmn)  ;  yet  it  been  vitiated  by  the  burning  of  candles 

I'.i  ule  11)  change  with  eitlc  '  tixc'i  or  in  in  it.  This  led  the  way  to  the  difeovc- 
liAiumable  air,  or  th  it  a»r  uinied  by  the  ry  of  one  of  ihe  greateft  reftoratives 
I  r.iLh  (>f  animals,  or  the  corruption  of  which  Nature  employs  for  this  purpofc; 
tl.  i:  bodies.  Hy  means  of  this  t<fl  he  to  wit,  vegetation:  Sec  by  what  inducy 

m  .  naMrJ  to  judge  of  the  kind  as  w'cll  lion  he  proves  his  opinion. 

.  .  iliv  ilegrce  ct  injury  done  to  coin-  “  It  was  natni  il  to  imagine,  that  fince 

j.  '  1  lir  bv  candles  burning  in  it ;  and  to  the  change  of  common  air  is  neceffary 

)  (•  •  VC*  a  real  eiice  III  t  he  air  of  his  to  veget.able  as  well  as  to  animal  life, 

,  .’.‘.ler  a  tew  ptrioii'^  had  been  with  both  plants  and  animals  rendered  it  foul 

I  ihei*'.  Nay,  a  phial  of  .lir  having  in  the  iame  manner,  fo  as  to  becoiite  un- 
becii  font  lorn  t'‘om  !l>c  neig^t.Ki'uhood  fit  toi  further  life  and  vegetation.  But 
of  a  large-  r  "'  ii,  it  appearui  upon  a  when,  with  that  cxpeCfation,  the  dodor 
con'jMt  iHvc  trial,  to  be  infci'o';  in  qua-  h.Hi  put  a  fprig  of  mint  in  a  growing  and 
b:'  >  that  t.iken  up  ne.ir  i.vcds,  cvhcfc  vigorous  flate,  under  an  inverted  glafs- 

iie  liien  rclided.  Jl  wa .  upon  fuch  a  jar  itanejing  in  water,  he  vi  as  agreeably 
c't  of  obtaining  a  ciitenou  for  dif-  difappointed  to  find,  that  this  plant  not 
tingiiifliing  good  air  from  b.id,  that  lord  only  continued  to  live,  tlu'ugh  in  a  lan- 
13a  :<  o  aimoft  in  a  rapture  breaks  out,  guifliing  w^y  for  two  months,  but  that 
“  'rnefc  arc  noble  experiments  that  can  the  confined  air  was  fo  little  corrupted 
make  this  difeovery  ;  for  they  ferve  for  by  what  had  iffiied  from  the  mint,  that 
a  ii.itm."!  divin.aion  of  deafons  !”  and  it  would  neither  extinguifli  a  candle,  nor 

ag. iin,  “  Tney  teach  men  to  chulc  their  kill  a  fmail  animal  which  he  conveyed 

liwclilng  fi  r  their  beticr  health,’’  into  it.  What  further  evinced  the  falu- 

Ni.>*  *>  ’his  all  the  ufe  of  the  nitrous  tary  nature  of  the  effluvia  of  vegetables, 
air;Di  Priellley  Ihews  it  to  be  o:ic  of  the  he  fiuind,  that  air  vitiated  by  a  c»ndl< 
/Irougeit  .a.’tifepiics.  The  fixed  air  has  lett  in  i:  till  it  burn  out,  was  perfectly 
brtii  proved’ by  Dr  Macbiide,  as  was  re-  rt  ftored  to  its  quality  of  fnpnorting 
^  i.kc  tl.  It)  be  poweitid  ii’  ihi^t  particu-  flame,  after  another  fprig  of  mint  had 
lar;  but  this  Ipecie.- of  faeflitions  air  has  for  fomc  time  vegetated  in  it.  And  to' 
been  found  to  be  .of  Inperior  e  fficacy.  Ibew  that  the  aromatic  vapour  of  that 
And  .IS  our  authf)r  has  difeovered  it  to  plant  had  no  lhare  in  refti.ring  this  piiri- 
bc  mifcib‘e  with  u  aki  ,  he  has  rcatou  to  ty  to  the  air,  he  obferved,  that  vegeta* 
believe  it  may  be  appl  id  to  various  pur-  hies  of  an  ofTenfivc  ftrell,  and  even  fuch 
p-vfrs,  inch  as  the  p  fervatlon  of  the  as  fcarce  had  any  fmell  at  all,  but  were 

r. O'’e  delicate  birds*,  lid.cb,  fruits,  and  t>f  a  quick  growth,  proved  the  very  belt 

aimt.Moic il  prepai ation ■  fir  this  purpofe.  Nay,  more,  the  vir- 

“  1  fli.'d;!  nt*vv  ciiUCinde  with  fliew’ing  tuc  of  growing  vegetable**  was  found  to 
from  I.'r  Piitillcv,  wh.it  leiouicts  Ni  be  an  antidote  to  the  banefn!  quality  of 
t'ue  has  in  flore  againfl  the  bad  tfteCls  air  corrupted  by  animal  refpiration  and 
nr  corrupted  air,  which,  from  various  pntrt favJtion. 

rauito,  intcft  our  Jlinufphcre,  .  **  Wc  have  faid, that ncilber candles  wiU 
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burn,  nor  animals  live  bcvond  a  certain 
time  in  a  given  qu.iiuity  ot  air;  yet  the 
canfe  of  either  fo  fpecilv  4  <U‘atli  or  ex- 
tin^ition  was  unknown;  nur  was  any  m<c- 
Ihoil  ilifcovcred  ior  rendering  that  em* 
poifoned  air  tit  again  for  rei'pir.ilion. 
home  provilion,  however,  there  mult  he 
in  Nature  for  this  purpofe,  as  well  as  for 
that  fnppovting  flame:  without  fuch, 
the  whole  atmofphere  would  in  time  be¬ 
come  unfit  for  animal  life,  and  the  race 
(  f  men,  as  well  as  beads,  would  die  of 
a  pcllilential  diftemper.  Yet  we  have 
icafon  to  believe,  that  in  our  day  the  air 
is  not  lets  proper  fur  breathing  in,  than 
it  wa<5  ab»)ve  two  thoufand  years  ago; 
that  is,  as  far  as  we  go  back  in  natural 
hiltory.  Now,  for  this  important  end, 
the  «h)dor  has  fuggeded  to  the*  divine,' 
a;i  well  as  to  the  philofopher,  two  grand 
relouvces  of  nature;  the  vegetable  cre¬ 
ation  again  is  one,  and  the  fea  and  other 
great  bodies  of  water  are  the  other. 

“  As  to  the  former,  having  found  that 
plants  wonderfully  thrive  in  putrid  air, 
h«’  bvgan  to  attempt,  by  means  of  grow¬ 
ing  vegetables,  to  purify  air  that  had 
been  injured  by  animal  refpiration  and 
putreladioii ;  nor  was  he  lei's  fuccefstul 
than  betore.  Thefe  plants  were  fure  to 
rt  cover  the  air  to  a  degree  of  fitnefs  for 
breaihing  in  it,  and  that  in  proportion 
to  tht  ir  vigour,  and  the  care  he  took  to 
reinove  the  rotten  leaves  and  branches; 
which  remaining  would  have  marred  the 
operation. 

“  And  with  regard  to  the  fecond  re- 
fourcc  of  Nature,  namely  the  ocean  and 
other  waters.  Dr  Pricdlcy  having  obler* 
ved,  that  both  the  air  corrupted  by  the 
breath  of  animals,  and  that  vitiated  by 
other  putrid  matter,  was  in  a  good  mea- 
furc  fweetened  by  the  feptic  part  infii- 
fing  itfclf  into  water;  he  concluded,  that 
tl.f'  fea,  the  great  lakes  and  rivers,  which 
cover  fo  large  a  proportion  of  the  globe, 
mull  be  highly  ufeful,  by  abforbing  w’hat 
is  outrid,  for  the  furtlier  porificati<in  of 
ti  e  atmolphere;  thus  bellowing  what 
would  be  noxious  to  man  and  other  a* 
nirnals,  upon  the  formation  of  marine 
and  other  aquatic  plants,  or  upon  other 
pmpofes  yet  unknown, 

“  From  Ihcfe  difcoverics  we  are  aflu- 
red,  that  no  vegetable  grows  in  vain, 
but  that  from  the  oak  of  the  foreft  to 
the  grafs  of  the  field,  every  individual 
plant  is  I'erviccable  to  mankind ;  if  not 
always  diftingnilhed  by  fomc  private 
yiitue,  yet  making  a  part  of  the  whole, 


which  cleanfes  and  purifies  onr  atmof- 
phere.  In  this  the  fragrant  tofe  and 
deadly  night-lliadc  co-operate;  nor  is 
the  herbage,  nor  the  woods  that  flou- 
rilh  ia  the  molt  remote  and  unpeopled 
regions  unprofitable  to  iis,  nor  we  to 
them;  conlidering  how  conftantly  the 
winds  convey  to  them  our  vitiatcil  air, 
for  OUT  relief,  and  for  their  nourilhment. 
And  if  ever  thefe  I'alutary  gales  rife  to 
llorms  and  hnnicanes,  let  us  ftill  trace 
and  revere  the  ways  of  a  beneficent  Be¬ 
ing,  who  not  fortuitoufly,  but  with  de- 
lign,  not  in  wrath,  but  in  mercy,  thus 
lhakes  the  waters  and  the  air  together, 
to  bury  in  the  deep  Ihofe  putrid  and 
peflilential  effluvia,  which  the  vege¬ 
tables  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  had 
been  infufticicnt  to  confnme. 

“  This,  gentlemen,  is  what  I  had  to 
fay  upon  the  occatior.;  perhaps  too  much: 
but  the  fruitfulneis  of  the  fubjciJl,  with 
my  earncll  defire  of  commemorating 
fome  of  the  more  important  experiments 
and  conclufions  of  Dr  Prielllcy,  and  of 
Ihofc  vnUo  preceded  him  in  thefe  inqui¬ 
ries,  will,  I  hope,  plead  my  cxciife. 
Nor  can  I  conclude  without  congratu¬ 
lating  this  illullrious  body  on  the  pof- 
feflion  of  fo  many  members  and  friends, 
fo  capable  to  proni^tc  the  great  ends  of 
this  mitilution,  and  who  have,  within 
thefe  few  years,  fo  eminently  diflin- 
guilhed  themlclves  by  the  lights  they 
have  thrown,  not  only  upon  this,  but 
upon  other  of  the  more  fubtile  fluids  of 
Nature.  You  will  undcrftaiul,  that  to 
tliele  difeoveries  upon  fs^Jlitious  air,  I 
join  thofe  amazing  ones  upon  magne- 
tilm  and  eledlricity,  with  all  the  ufes  re- 
fulting  from  them.  Here  you  will  rt- 
(collciit  the  prediction  of  him  who  belt 
taugiit  the  naethod  of  invelligating  phi- 
lolophical  truth,  the  incomparable  lord 
Bacon,  who,  with  that  ipirit  of  divina¬ 
tion  peculiar  to  exalted  genius,  aflTored 
his  difciples,  that  when  men  fhould 
ccafe  to  trifle  in  framing  hypothefes,  and 
building  hafty  fyltems,  and  Ihould,  by  a 
proper  induction  from  fober  and  fcvcrc 
experiments,  attain  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  forms  of  things  (their  more  intimate 
qualities  and  lawo),  they  (hould  in  the 
end  commandN  iture,and  perform  works 
a3  much  greater  than  were  fuppiifect 
practicable  by  the  powers  of  natural  ma¬ 
gic,  as  the  real  actions  of  a  Cxfar  fur- 
pallVd  the  fictitious  ones  of  the  hero  of 
a  romance.  Some  earnell,  nor  that  in- 

coa|iderable,  of  this  magnificent  prumife 
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thii  forirty  Ili*?  airr.itly  obtained.  Let 
thofc  U’l .  doubt  view  that  needle,  which, 
uiit(»ijctit (1  by  any  bjadfione,  directs  the 
conrl'e  «)f  th.e  Britilli  manner  round  the 
world;  or  that  aj>p.iialu  ,  lo  pcrlciftly 
imitating  the  long  uippolid  inin.itable 
lightning;  or  that  other,  which  dilarms 
the  clotids  of  i  tmt  trtMnendiioiia  meteor; 
or  (not  ti>  depart  fiom  iny  iuhje<5t)  let 
tl.ctn  lee  how  art  can  from  chalk  only, 
the  lealt  promifing  fubhaiice,  generate, 
<»r  call  it  ni. letter,  a  copious  eh'.ltie  fluid 
impnio'.'cd  in  it,  the  ponbn  «»f  man,  <ir 
I'.is  tncd.ieme,  according  to  the  mode  of 
applicat ion,  wiiiidi,  thougli  invibbie,  vet 
dilh'ivC'.  earth  and  inc:.!l;,  and  imnait'. 
the  ipnit  and  virtue  t<'  the  nn-ii  pii/fd 
of  minetal  waiter Vcl  tlu  tc  are  but 
invenliotis  ol  yclierdiy;  1  woitid  lb  icily 
lay,  invention^;  vv.thin  the  n.^fuory  oi‘ 
iny  vonng'dt  hc.irn*.  ff  to  thefe  late  ac- 
<pnfuio»i^,  fo  lionourable  to  this  focuty, 
}  add  lliotc  in  nafiial  hilt  ):y,  by  the 
7.'Mi  atui  unwearied  attentie.n  ot  fooie 
worthy  members,  who  Ii.ivc  extriided 
yonr  con  e  jo  nidcucr,  anti  ad'’''ne«i  voiir 
innfv'bti'i ;  and  Oy  ih  ne  -'tiun  ceritli. men, 
v*iio,  aniin.'.Ud  by  a  ii'ihlc  ipirit,  l;<ive, 
to  t|;tM  hJliiig  houiiiu  ,  iiecic taken  the 
rnoll  da;'.y,eroiJs  and  moHdui  ir.t  voyages 
in  pp»  blit  id  11  itural  IviK-w  ]t.i'gc  :  I  lav, 
when  I  •  the  progreli  you  aie  niaking  ni 
cjijKM uvicntal  philv»fophy,  I  add,  ttnir,  in 
tlie  bidoryul  Na’i  ic,  every  true  lover 
ofll'ieiiie  will  icjoice  to  lltiuk  that  yiuir 
o'.huii  h.t\e  not,  perh.aps,  at  any  rc*ioil, 
bevn  it',  a  uioie  (louriihing  cmulition. 

“  )  b  I'l  ivll  ley, 

“  It  13  now  ti’tae  that,  in  the  name, 
anil  by  the  aullioiily  of  tlie  Koyal  Society 
of  London,  iullitnted  for  the  improve- 
imnt  of  r.atnnd  knowledge,  1  prefent 
you  wuh  ihi-j  medal,  the  palm  and  laii- 
ui  of  tins  cnnrnunitv,  as  a  f.iithfol  ai-d 
riiif.Uiing  tehimony  of  their  regard,  and 
4*1  the  ini'.  Ic  nle  they  ha;e  of  \oiir  merit, 
;o  d  of  Lie  ;  ei levering  indulby  with 
Ml.iJr  you  hive  promoted  Ilic  vIcw^, 
r.nd  : licieliv  the  lioiu'ur  id  this  lociely. 
Aiul  in  their  Ih  half  1  inult  tarnttby  re- 
qncll  you  to  e  r.tn.ue  ihofe  liberal  and 
vahnbie  iiupiines,  wiie’her  by  Inrther 
nrofccutuig  this  lubicCt,  probably  not 
Vit  «.  xii.Mij'cd,  or  by  inveliiga’ing  the 
rmluic  i  t  ivimc  other  id  the  fuhtile  rinidi 
of  the  uuiverfe.  You  will  retnemher, 
♦hit  tile,  the  great  inflrument  of  the 
ch>  mills,  is  but  bitle  known  even  to 
the-.nicKt!* ;  and  that  it  remain  •  a  (jnei  y, 
wai  by  llic  niuH  cclcbjatcd  ol  phi- 


lofophers  propofed  as  fuch,  whether  there 
be  not  a  certain  fluid  (he  calls  it  .^irher) 
the  caiile  of  gravity,  the  came  of  Uie 
various  attraiiiions,  and  of  the  animal 
and  vital  motions?  'i‘hcfc,  Sir.  aie  in¬ 
deed  large  demands;  but  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  have  hitherto  been  fortunate  in 
their  pneumatic  reieaiclies.  And,  w'ere 
it  (dherwile,  they  have  ii»uch  lo  hope 
from  men  of  your  talents  and  applica¬ 
tion,  and  whole  part  Uboui>  have  been 
crowned  with  lo  much  fuccefs.” 

0/:  ti:c  pref  rit  Stntf  c/'/^eCoiN  in 
Lireai  iliitain. 

king's  fpeecli  to  the  prefent  fef- 
lions  (d  pai  lianitnt  gave  an  intima¬ 
tion,  tl'.al  an  inriuiry  into  the  ftate  ol  tjie 
gold  com  would  occupv  the  houfe  of 
commons  pretty  much  :  Permit  me,  Sir, 
throiii'h  the  channel  of  your  ulefiil  Pi¬ 
pit  ,  to  communicate  to  the  public  a  few 
obh  1  v^1i<)ll^  t'li  the  lubject. 

'j'he  av^t  that  paired  tail  fclFions  for 
clinping  liglu  gf'ld  has  nearly  am'werrd 
the  purpole  ileligncd,  though  at  the 
},i  i  ai  expence  of  laung  a  very  unequal 
and  heavy  tax  on  many  perfons,  not  in 
tuoptiriion  to  their  confnmption,  their 
v.e.dth,  or  their  wickednefs,  wliich  three 
objects  id  taxation  were  pretty  much  in- 
hlitd  upon  on  a  late  occ.dion,  whrii  lord 
North  rr.entioncil  one  motive  for  that 
aid,  being  a  pnnilbinent  of  fw'eaters  and 
clippers.  It  was  therefore  a  lax  laid  on 
by  chance^  which  is  certainly  a  very  in¬ 
different  mode  of  affelmient.  But  the 
merits  of  this  bill  it.  not  my  onlyibufi- 
nefs  at  prefent:  the  evils  of  the  gold 
Coin  will  be  overcome  by  the  late  mea- 
fure:  but,  Sir,  the  lilver  fpccic  is  in  fo 
villainous  a  ftate,  that  it  demands  atten¬ 
tion  in  ,1  yet  ffronger  manner  than  the 
gold.  A  fimdar  coiuinCl  with  filvtr  will 
not  do;  for  it  is  not  clipped  and  fwcat- 
ed  Iliillings  that  we  are  to  complain  of, 
bid  counterfeit  one?,  of  a  mifcrablc  fa- 
biic,  and  others  fairly  worn  down  to 
eight-pence  or  nine  pence  value.  No¬ 
thing  will  remedy  this  evil  but  a  new 
coinage  ;  in  tranfa<51ing  which,  we  ought 
III  coiilider  well  if  it  is  political  in  us  to 
Continue  our  o'd  policy  of  making  our 
Coin  lb  much  bt  tter  than  onr  neighbours, 
that  a  great  portion  h  melted  as  loon  ag 
out  of  the  mint ;  or  whether  we  ought 
not,  on  the  contrary,  to  copy  the  French, 
and  other  nati^’iis,  by  laying  a  duty  on 
the  Coinage.  Tais  is  a  queftion  of  io* 
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finite  importance,  and  ought  by  no 
means  to  have  only  a  tranlitory  exami- 
ration,  when  a  bill  is  aduilly  brought 
into  parliament  t\>r  the  purpoi'e. 

We  mull  inevitably  fee  fomc  meafure 
or  other  embraced  in  a  fellion  or  two: 
i'lrely,  therefore,  the  houlc  fliould  at 
Kail  have  fomc  previous  converfatiou 
upon  it.  It  was  an  annual  debate  of  fe- 
veral  years,  before  a  permanent  corn 
l.iw  was  pafled  ;  and  no  matter  of  great 
public  import  Ihould  be  brought  in,  and 
in  one  ftlbon,  nnlefs  it  be  of  Inch 
an  urgent  nature  that  delay  is  dange¬ 
rous. 

Ptohnbly  it  would  be  found,  that,  to 
dj-diict  from  the  value  of  onr  frlvcr  coin, 
would  be  of  more  advantage  than  to 
pnriue  otir  old  condiiihl;  we  Hionld  be 
that  our  new  C(»in  would  efcape 
the  Dutch  melting  pots,  which  is  one 
nuateiiil  ».bjedt;  and  we  ihonld  fink  the 
price  of  rnoR  comm<  dities :  a  iliilling  by 
nair.e,  but  woith  only  ten- pence,  would 
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purchafe  as  much  bread,  meat,  laboui*# 
Sic,  as  a  new  Ihilling  at  prefent,  that  ia 
wor^h  fomething  more  than  twelve- 
pence.  Tliis.we  fee  ftrongly  excmpli- 
tied  every  hour  before  otir  eyes,  in  oUl 
ihillings  and  cotmterfeit  ones,  not  worth 
fix-pence,  proving  in  circulation  as  va¬ 
luable  as  the  beft.  This  fadl  ought  to 
be  well  attended  to,  for  it  is  pregnant 
with  a  thoufand  conclufions  of  great 
confequence.  Prices  of  commodities 
arc  only  to  be  ellunated  by  the  quantity 
of  pure  filver  employed  in  their  purchafe, 
and  not  by  nominal  valuations,  which  it 
a  point  I  lliall  conlider  farther  in  a  future 
tfl'ay. 

At  all  events,  Sir,  fomething  (hould 
be  done  in  relation  to  this  momcntiious 
objedl ;  and,  as  we  may  exped  it  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  attention  of  the  houfc  of  com¬ 
mons  for  fevcral  fcHions,  it  is  high  time 
it  was  brought  in.  Lord  North’s  induf- 
try  cannot  be  better  employed.  . 

Yours,  3cc.  Crito- 


IlISTORY  OF  THE  TIMES. 

February  3. — to  10. 

TURKEY. 

CojiJlar.tinople,  Dsc,  20. 

■■HH  report  tliat  his  ft^ghnefs  the 
grand  hgm  »rcoiJ»inucd  ill  of  the 
dropfy,  gave  gre  it  uneafnicf*  to  the  peo¬ 
ple;  and,  in  order  to  quiet  them,  his 
highiicr?,  ihougli  very  wtak,  went  the 
d.iv  before  ycllerday,  accompanied  by 
his  f  n,  ai'.d  a  grand  retinue,  to  the 
nujlone.  The  people  arc  fince  under 
ti  vrible  apprchcpfionfc  that  he  will  not 
held  out  m.my  months.” 

TURKEY  AND  RUSSIA.  . 

/  V«/cv,  Dt'c.  22.  “  A  Ragufan  veflel 
his  iufi  anivrd  here,  and  brings  advice 
that  admiral  Spi»itolf  has  lately  been 
word,  d  in  an  engagement  with  the  Tur- 
ktlh  fl.ct  oil- the  ifiind  of  Seiros,  which 
in.uid  Ik  now  in  pufllflion  of  the  latter. 
In  the  eneagement,  which  laded  many 
liours,  two  <d' the  Ruffian  ihips  blew  up, 
one  ran  on  Ihore,  w'as  lolt,  and  three 
Were  taken.  The  Ragnfi*n  addi^,  that 
three  Fiwich  fiigatcs  affilted  the  Turks; 


btit  this  part  of  the  intelligence  merits 
farther  confirmation.” 

lVarfa<Wf  Jan,  15.  “  We  have  ad* 
vice  from  good  hands,  that  Ilafian  Pa¬ 
cha  is  making  preparations  to  crofs  the 
Danube,  in  order  to  hairafs  the  Ruffians 
ill  their  winter  quarters. — Our  laft  let¬ 
ters  from  Vienna  advife,  that  the  Frencfl 
ambaffador  had  offered  bis  mediation  to 
affifi  in  bringing  about  a  peace  bctwccit 
the  Turks  and  Ruffians,  but  W'c  know 
not  wliat  anTwei  has  been  returned.” 

Hague^  Jan,  28.  “  All  the  letter* 
from  Poland  agree,  that  the  Ruffians 
have  repalfed  the  Danube,  and  are  gone 
into  winter  quarters.  They  likevvife  add, 
that  though  they  did  not  Incceed  in  their 
attcnfptb  upon  Silifliia  and  Varna,  they 
have,  ncverthelef'j  in  fiime  meafure  gain¬ 
ed  theii  ends,  by  deftroying  the  maga¬ 
zines  belonging  to  the  Turks,  and  lay¬ 
ing  wafte  a  trad  of  land  of  upwards  of 
twenty  leagues,  upon  the  right  fhore  of 
the  Danube,  in  order  to  prevent  bein|; 
muleftcd  in  their  winter  quarters;” 

RUSSIA. 

Pclcrfburgh^  Dec,  31.  **  Among 

the  fevcral  privileges^  granted  to  the  de¬ 
puties  appointed  to  form  the  new  code 


of  laws,  tbrrc  arc  fome  very  finpular 
©lies,  which  cUTcrve  to  be  made  know  n. 
!No  deputy  lhail  he  puniliitd  with  death, 
©r  undergo  the  tuiii:rc,  oi  receive  any 
corporal  puiiilhirienl  for  ary  crime  he 
may  commit:  he  depends  intirely  upon 
Ihccmprefs:  his  eth..*!^  ihall  not  Le  ftiz 
<*d,  except  for  debt :  thofe  w  ho  ill  ufe, 
yob,  or  kill  any  ol  thefc  deputies,  lliall  be 
punilhed  as  feverely  :i;»ain  for  it  as  the  law 
cnaiJts.  Each  member  of  the  commif 
iioii  is  to  wear  a  certain  maik  by  which 
Itc  may  be  known:  thofe  of  the  ommif- 
Tion  who  are  noble,  and  have  really  af- 
iifted  in  forming  the  code,  may  add  tliat 
maik  to  their  aims  after  the  book  of 
laws  is  complcated.  Any  member  of 
the  commiflion,  who  has  been  Ikk  up- 
waids  of  twenty  nine  days,  is  permit- 
led  to  cluife  a  perfon  of  an  irreproach- 
;rble  rharaCter  to  fuppiy  hii>  place  during 
his  illnefs;  and  if  the  member  who 
chm'rs  an  alfiltant  i*  not  able  to  verify 
Ihe  eii^lion  in  writing,  he  lliall  do  it  by 
tw’o  witnclfcs.  Not  only  ChrlQians  are 
^dmitlrd  into  this  comminion,  but  likc- 
n\’ife  Mahometans,  Pagans,  and  Gen- 
lilt 

Hatnbur^h,  Jan.  r.  “  The  bft  let¬ 
ters  from  Mvrieow  confirm  the  revolt  of 
the  ColTack>  of  Jaiek,  who  have  been 
joined  b\  the  people  of  feverai  diftriiJts 
IroVilcriiig  opon  tiu*  Volga.  They  have 
chofen  one  Piigafeluir  for  their  chief; 
Jind  it  is  atTured  that  they  have  defeated 
the  detachment  which  col.  Karr  fent 
agaiiift  them.  They  lt.rvc  aifo  plunder¬ 
ed  the  mines  at  Dimidoff,  aud  I'ave  kil- 
Qed  fcvtral  noblemen  in  thofe  parts  who 
liave  refufed  to  embrace  their  party  ; 
and  it  is  ;4jrurcd  that  fcvtral  exiled  per- 
i'on,  and  prifoners,  who  fv*iind  means  to 
aiake  their  efeape,  have  joined  them, 
'i'hcle  advices  add,  that  thefe  rebels  a- 
mount  to  7000  men,  and  their  artillery 
<t  onril\k  of  15  pieees  of  cannen,  and  half 
«i  detachment  of  i.sco  regular  troops, 
who  were  fent  to  bring  them  to  their 
<Uily,  have  joined  them.  'I'he  troops 
that  are  now  going  agair.ll  them,  pert  of 
•which  were  drawn  fiom  the  garriO-n  of 
i'eteiibnrgh,  and  cv  nimanded  by  gen. 
Ibbikoti,  will  attack  th.em  on  oi.e  tide, 
wtiile  the  line  of  lr(>op^  ^(n^ ards  Silxria 
fiirroiifHU  them  on  tl  e  other;  by  whie.h 
means,  it  is  not  doid'ttd  but  they  will 
toon  be  forced  to  fnbmit.” 

G  E  It  M  A  N  V. 

Dre/Jen.  Jan.  ri.  “  The  late  heavy 
fill  of  fuow  having  beer  fuecteJed  by  a 


fevere  froft,  the  navigation  of  the  Elbe 
intirely  flopped  ;  but  it  is  thought  it 
will  prove  beneficial  to  the  land  in  this 
part  of  Germany,  Many  provinces  of 
this  eltdv)ratc  have,  tor  fcveral  months, 
been  over- run  w'ith-  fuch  number#  of 
field  mice,  that  all  the  methods  made 
life  of  to  deftroy  them  have  hitherto 
proved  intffedual.  It  is  hoped,  how¬ 
ever,  that  this  great  quantity  of  fnow, 
when  it  melts,  will  diown  them,  and 
prevent  any  farther  damage  from  thefe 
vermin.” 

ITALY. 

Naples^  Dec.  28.  “  We  have  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  arrival  of  count  Corofa  at 
Palernu*,  w'ith  two  battalions  conlifting 
of  about  feven  hundred  men;  and  that 
he  has  been  well  received  and  lodged  in 
the  city;  hut  that  the  Maeftranza  arc 
not  inclined  to  give  admittance  to  the 
troops,  fo  that  they  are  quartered  in  the 
fuburlis.  It  is  faid  that  the  burghers, 
unlcfs  compelled  by  force,  will  not  give 
up  their  antient  privilege  of  piiarding  the 
city  of  Palermo,  nor  fufi'er  the  duke  Fog- 
liani’s  return  thither :  They  continue  to 
call  loudly  for  ratification  of  the  indulto 
granted  them  by'  the  archbiihop;  and  as 
they  are  faid  to  amount  to  twenty  thou- 
fa'iid  armed  men,  it  may  require  time  to 
reduce  them  to  obedience.” 

Romcy  Jan.  8.  “  It  is  afiTured, 

that  the  miniflcrs  from  the  courts  of 
the  hoiife  of  lloutbon  have  formally 
declared  to  the  Pope,  that  by  the 
mediation  <»f  the  court  of  Parma,  with 
which  the  Holy  See  is  reconciled,  the 
rcMintv  of  Avignon,  and  the  duchies  of 
Henevt  nto  and  Piuite  Corvo,  are  reftured 
to  the  court  of  R  *me;  that  the  Pope  will 
make  this  agreeable  rews  know  n  to  the 
facred  college,  in'a  confiftoiy  appointed 
to  be  held  the  17th  inOaiit,  when  his 
hclinefs  will  nominate  fix  new  cardi- 
iialo.” 

FRANCE. 

PariSf  Jan.  2T.  “  The  wife,  of  a 

labmirei,  named  Ridenle,  of  the  parilh 
of  Fi'lVe,  in  the  province  of  Rouen,  who 
had  an  honeft,  good  natured  hufbaiid, 
and  nine  dutiful  children,  formed  the 
luMiid  projed  of  poifoning  them  all. 
She  began  with  her  hiifband,  and  in  the 
coiiric  of  three  months  deftroyed  him 
and  five  of  her  children;  two  others  e* 
f.'apcd  death  by  fome  rcmed»eii  which 
chance  threw  in  thdr  way.  The  lives 
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of  the  other  two  were  not  attempted. 
J  liftice,  which  took  too  How  cognizance 
of  the  above  crime,  and  could  not  I'uf 
ped  that  a  wife  and  a  mother  could  be 
guilty  t>f  fuch,  gave  time  to  this  wretch 
to  make  her  efcape.  Two  of  her  bro¬ 
thers,  M  ho  atteiuled  her  to  Givet,  have 
depofed  that  they  coudu<5ted  her  to  that 
place,  where  they  left  her  the  30lh  of 
Odober  lalk.’* 

AMERICA. 

Extra f}  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  at 
AVty  Tork^  to  his  friend  in  Lon- 
Jj/i,  dated  iS/ov.  i. 

“  All  America  is  in  a  flame  on  account 
cf  the  tea  exportation.  The  New-York¬ 
ers,  as  well  as  the  Btjftonians  and  Phi¬ 
ladelphians,  are,  it  feeras,  determined 
tiiat  MO  tea  n»a!l  be  landed.  They  have 
pubhihed  a  piper  in  numbers,  called  the 
Alarm.  It  begins  with,“  Dear  country¬ 
men,”  and  then  goes  on  exhorting  them 
to  open  their  eyes,  and  like  ions  of  liber¬ 
ty  throw  oif  ail  connection  with  the  ty¬ 
rant,  their  mother  country.  They  have 
on  this  occalion  raifed  a  company  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  every  day  almoit  arc  praCti- 
hng  at  a  target.  Their  independent 
enmpaims  are  out  at  exc'rcife  every  day. 
The  minils  of  the  lower  people  are  in¬ 
flamed  by  the  examples  of  fome  of  their 
principals.  'I'licy  fwear  that  they  w'ill 
burn  every  Ihip  that  comes  in;  but  I  be¬ 
lieve  our  lix  and  twelve  pounders,  with 
the  Royal  Wellb  fu/ileer.-,  will  prevent 
any  thing  of  tha^  kind.” 

Ne'iv  York^  Dec.  1,  “  Alliscortfu- 
fion  about  the  tea  Ihips,  and  the  gover¬ 
nor  has  now  declared,  that  he  expeCts  a 
ihip  with  400  chells  of  tea.  *  The  artil¬ 
lery  have  orders  to  make  up  bi^ll- cartrid¬ 
ges,  as  have  the  troops.  YeUerday  or¬ 
ders  were  given  for  all  foldicrs  t(i  keep 
good  flints  in  their  firelocks,  and  every 
othcer  and  Ibldier,  as  Toon  as  a  riot  is  irt 
the  town  (if  there),  to  repair  direCIly  to 
the  barrack'^,  and  acquaint  the  com- 
maniling  officer  of  it.  General  Hahli- 
mau  has  two  cohorns  before  his  houfe, 
auti  the  governor  h.is  a  Rrong  guard, 
The  Swan  (loop’ of  war  b  gi»n‘e  down  to 
the  watering  place  to  wait  -for  the  fbip 
bring  her  up',  as  they  have  threatened 
all  she  pilots  to  bring  them  to  Liberty- 
Ti  ■fe  if  they  condinfl  the  fliip  up.  Thus 
af!'  urs  ftar.d  at  pretent.” 

Hojlon^  Ne*u)  -  Eng  land t  Dec,  2X« 
1  am  forrv  r<»  aflTure  v'o»i,  that  lefnec- 
'VoL.  XXIIL 


ting  our  behaviour,  what  firft  was  praife- 
worthy  oppofition,  foon  degenerated  int(i 
UMreflr.iificd  liceutioufuefs.  The  llofto- 
nians  obferve  no  medium.  Government 
.lud  a  certain  right  to  give  a  lancbon  toi 
the  Ealt- India  company,  which  uiidoulq* 
cdly  had  a  privilege,  under  the  lanCtioii 
of  a:i  aCl  of  the  Icgiflitive  body  (oii 
which  the  colonics  are  dependant  not- 
withllinding  their  boafled  charters),  to 
laud  the  leas.  A  very  eafy  remedy  re¬ 
mained  with  the  colonills;  they  were 
not  compelled  to  buy;  and,  by  reftraiu-' 
ing  themiclves  froiu  purchafing,  would 
have  effectually  ovei  turned  all  the  mca- 
lure  taken  to  impofe  on  them.” 

Nenv-Tork,  Dec,  31.  On  the  29thL 
inflanl,  the  goverumeut  Ihoufe  in  Fore 
St  George  accidentally  took  fire,  and  fi> 
rapid  was  its  progrefs,  that  in  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  after  the  alarm,  a  thick"  cloud  of 
fire  and  fmoke  pervaded  the  whole  buil¬ 
ding,  and  in  leis  than  two  hours  it  was 
iniirely  confumed. — The  governor's  (an 
unhappy  maid  fervant  only  excepted  I 
was  by  divine  providence  pi  cicrvtd  from 
the  flimes,  his  daughter  being  reduced 
to  the  extremity  of  leaping  out  of  a 
window  in  the  fecond  llory,  and  her’life 
faved  by  falling  in  a  deep  fnow. — The 
flames  were  fo  rapid,  that  nothing' but  a 
fmall  part  of  the  furniture  of  one  room 
was  faved,  not  even  the  governor’s  com-; 
million  and  inflruiftions  ;  arid  had  it  not* 
been  for  the  fuow  lodged  ni  the  roof  of 
the  houfes,  joined  to  the  effect  of  (he* 
firc  engines,  molt  part  of  the  city  pt 
New- York  would'  ha'vc  probably  been 
deftroyed.” 

Postscript  lo  Foreign  History.* 

Hamburgh f  Jan.  19.  “  At  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  war  between  the  Rudi/infY 
and  Till  ki*, -the  nieicha’nts  of  this  place 
advanced  a  confiderabic  loan' to  the  for-' 
flier,  at  a'largc  intereft,  which' was  to  be 
paid  half-yearly.  The  principal  was  to" 
be  returned  at  two  payments,  one  (fc 
which  became  due  in  November  lalt 
but  when  demanded  was  letnfed;  the 
ex  pence  of  the  war  being  pleaclcd  as  an' 
exciife  for  non  payment  Several  pow¬ 
ers  have  intereite<l  them 'elves  in  favour'’ 
of  the  ineichair-  ;  but  it  is  imagined 
that  neither  principal  nor  intcfrelt  .viil  be 
pai<l  till  the  conlnfion  of  the  war.” 

Peter$burgh\  J  tn.  2t.  “  A  rfiani- 
fefto,  on  occafion  of  the  infurreCtio'i, 
Was  publifhed  yefterday  iu\hcr  impeiud 
£  c  •  , 
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nvijcflyV  name. — G<*n.  Hibikow  marchrcl 
fume  days  ajfo  with  a  Urge  force  to 
quell  the  infurgents  in  the  province  of 
Orcmbe«g,  where  they  have  committed 
great  cruelties  and  depredations:  Ti»e 
general  is  r.lib  lo  take  under  hia  com¬ 
mand  the  troops  on  the  rronlicrs.  Ac¬ 
count  received  from  thence  on  the  6th 
iiiftant  fay,  that  the  rebels  were  begiir- 
ning  to  difperfe.” 

Jun.  iS.  “  A  public  paper 
from  ihecominent  contains  the  following 
paragraph:  Wc  arc  informed,  by  pretty 
good.juthoriiy,  thatanother  cxtraortlina- 
ry  treaty  of  alliance  is  ivilt  in  agitation  be-, 
tween  the  coiirts  of  Berlin  .and  Peleri- 
burgh;  that  the  houfe  of  Aufii  ia  has  juft 
l!f>nclndcda  private  treaty  wilhSaidinia; 
lliat  the  i.^.oco  men,  who  were  of  late 
rsifed  in  Bavaria,  aie  taken  in  pay  by 
France;  and  that  the  Pinfliaii,  as  well 
.as  the  AuUiian  and  Ficnch  troi^ps,  are 
.'dl  in  readiiiefb,  and  foon  expeCt  to 
march." 

ENGLAND. 

Lo  NOON,  J  A 1^.  29. — to  Feb.  5. 

A  leUer  from  Venice,  dated  Dec.  22. 
Uys,  “  Our  merchants  are  in  gic.it  con- 
iternatioii,  hnce  they  received  advice  that 
the  R'diitins  had  flopped  three  Venetian 
Blips,  and  fei?.ed  their  cargoes,  on  pre¬ 
tence  that  they  belonged  to  the  Turk^s, 
after waiiU  rtleafiug  the  fhips  and  their 
crews.  'J'hrfe  ihips  were  conligned  to 
Greek  merchants  at  Smyrna,  who  have 
laid  cl.drn  to  the  ctuCts,  as  belonging  to 
the  fubicv^s  of  this  republic,  but  without 
fuccefs." 

They  write  from  Italy,  that  the  en> 
prefs  of  Kullia  has  uidered  two  Ichools 
to  l>e  creeled  at  Pi  fa,  in  each  of  which 
two  hundred  young  Greeks  arc  to  be 
educated  at  lier  t  xpence./  Her  imperial 
inajc^  y’s  intcniion  by  it  is,  to  try  w  he- 
Ihcr  the  iugeiiuitv  by  which  that  nation 
was  foimerly  fo  elillMiguidicd  from  every 
other  nautili,  can  be  revived  a^^in,  in 
which,  if  the  facceedb,  the  will  certainly 
render  herfelt  immori.d.  At  any  rate, 
the  vt  ry  .attempt  is  in  llie  higheft  degree 
laudable. 

A  letter  fmm  W,iifaw,  dated  Jan.  17. 
fay.>,  “  Tlie  delegation  is  iu»vv  CoP.fening 
N.irh  the  Prufdan  minificr  hue,  on  the 
r,ew  dcm;oKi^  which  hia  PiuUian  nia.iclly 
has  ni.td  e  or.  the  city  of  D.mtziek.  The 
dclcg.r.ct'  .'tbivluicly  that  ihcfc  freili 


demands  arc  infractions  of  the  treaty 
lately  c.included  lietwcen  the  Prufliau 
and  Polith  mon.archs  ;  and  as  the  comts 
of  '^ienna  and  Peier/burgh  have  bound 
themfclves  to  guarantee  that  treaty  as  tar 
a-s  relpcifiB  the  cities. of  Danizick  anik 
Thoru,  the  delegation  (hall  certainly  call 
npou  them  for  the  performance  of  their 
refpedive  engagements  ”  , 

^'hcre  hat>  lately  been  a  very  great  con- 
ftei  nation  at  Berlin  among  the  Jews,  on 
.account  of  the  circulation  cf  a  number 
of  brifc  ducats,  which  it  appearo  have 
been  coined  by  fomc  of  them;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  many  are  ordered  to 
quit  the  city  without  delay. 

They  write  from.Stocknolm,  that  tvro 
new  regimenU  of  horfc  arc  now  railing 
ill  the  province  of  Sudermania. 

They  write  from  the  Ffagne,  that  the 
charter  of  the  Diitch  Eall  Lidia  company 
Ix'ing  expired,  and,  on  their  ptliiivming 
fi«r  a  new  one  from  govtinment,  fomc 
difpu^s  have  tiken  phicc  between  the 
company  and  government  c«>ncerning 
(•he  additional  tax  called  Beiajling^ 
which  the  company  refufe  to  pay  ;  at.  it 
makes  a  diifercnce  of  400,000  (lorinii  per 
annum  upon  the  dividend,  wiiicb  reduces 
the  price  of  the  (locks. 

A  letter  from  Geneva,  dated  Jan.  18. 
runs  thus:  “  Letters  from  Turin  inf^/rm 
Us,  fince  the  chiefs  of  the  canttm  of  Bern' 
ref u fed  the  fum  that  has  been  offered  (or 
le  Pays  dc  Vaiidy  his  inajefty  is  refolvcd 
to  employ  force  tu  recover  that  provinccr 
which  had  been  poflcired  by  his  anceftors* 
The  Switzers  are  very  much  altered  by 
;ui  unlucky  contagion,  viz.  luxury.  They 
cannot  receive  any  help  from  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  by’  reafon  ot  the  particular  circum- 
itances  wherein  they  now  aie;  fo  it  i« 
ealy  to  guel*  that  the  above  mcafure  will 
foon  take  place." 

They  write  from  the  Hague,  that  the 
marquis  dc  Noailles  lias  received  letters, 
appointing  him  ambaii'ador  tu  the  court 
of  Gieat  Britain. 

A  letter  fiom  Lilbnii  fay*,  “  The  king 
of  Piirtugal  is  aiiuiitg  lo  become  a  re- 
fpeiiUble  naval  powci.  Two  (hips  ot  jp 
guns  were  built  lor  him  at  Genua  laft 
year,  which  aie  wow  in  the  Tagus  ;  two 
moie  aicc'onib  uCting  lor  his  uic  at  ihf 
Bine  place." 

The  Bofton  Gazette  contain?  the  fol¬ 
lowing  addrefs  lo  the  ladies: — "  Ladic% 
llovvever  coolly  fonic  of  you  may  now* 
effeem  your  hulbands,  it  might  be  worth 
your  wiiilc  to  conhder,  whether,  by  ^ 
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handoning  that  accurfcd  tra,  you  will 
prcOrve  your  country  and  p<'(icrity  in 
peace  and  good  order,  or  expofe  15,000 
of  them  to  fpill  their  blood  in  defence  of 
their  undoubted  birthright.” 

Proceedings  at  the  Eaft-India  Houfe* 

ON  Thurfday  at .  noon  there  was  a 
pential  court  of  the  proprietors  of  Eafl- 
India  flock,  at  their  houfc  in  Leaden- 
hall  flrcet,  OM  fpecia!  affairs,  it  being  cal¬ 
led  at  the  delire  of  nine  proprietors. 

The  chairman  opened  the  court,  by 
aC(|uainting  the  proprietofa  of  the  caiife 
of  itj  being  called,  and  referred  to  the 
letter  of  the  nine  proprietors  for  that 
purpofe.  which  was  afterwards  read. 

Mr  Mayne,  being  one  of  the  nine  who 
called  the  court,  then  p:.it  up,  and  after 
apol  ogizing  for  his  being  under  the  nc- 
oility  ^from  his  unacquainUnce  with 
fpc.iking  in  public)  of  reading  from  his 
i>oT  s',  went  into  a  commendation  of 
K  >crt  Gordon’s  great  qualifications 
; :  ‘  '  i'er,  and  a  man.;  urged  the  hard- 

’  s  his  being  fuperfeded,  and  con- 
c  ’  '  '‘  'til  the  following  motion  : 

'*  i'l  w  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  court, 

*  be  recommended  to  the  court 
vi  xslors  to  appoint  coU  Robert 
('■  iJo:'  commander  in  chief  of  the 
ces  at  the  prefidency  of  Bombay, 
.s ivti  'diiig  the  late  appointment  of 
•'1  S'l’ajt  to  that  command.” 
f.ir  M.r'uvorth  feconded  Mr  Mayne, 
a:.o  df'erwards  apologized  to  the  court 
oKdiie.*t  )rs  for  oppofmg  their  appoint- 
iTiCnt  (>f  Cvil.  Srnart;  but,  ms  he  was  very 
fiire,  they  had  hitherto  proceeded  in 
tint  anpiiintmcnt  according  to  the  beft 
of  their  oiiinions,  he  therefore  hoped, 
when  contrary  fads  were  known,  they 
woiild  alter  it.  He  then  talked  of  the 
force  of  private  attachments,  and  inflin* 
ced  in  him  Tel f  how  <lillicult  he  found  it, 
at  limes,  to  give  them  up;  but  notwith- 
ftanding  their  great  hold  upon  the  mind, 
they  fliould  be  readily  facrificed  to  the 
csufecjf  right  and  public  utility :  he  then 
went  into  an  euiogium  on  the  charader 
of  col.  Gordon;  appealed  to  the  fcnfe 
of  the  i8rh  article,  lately  drawn  up  by 
the  committee  of  proprietors,  which  mU 
litates  againft  the  unfairnefs  of  fuper- 
feding  military  officers;  held  up  the  de¬ 
licacy  and  honour  of  a  fildier’s  charac¬ 
ter;  and  concluded  with  lioping,  that 
as  the  court  of  diredors  were  ten  and 
ten  for  and  againft  this  appointment,  and 
onjj  decided  by  the  tceafurer,  that  they 


would  rc-confidcr  this  matter,  andcom- 
ply  with  the  ienfe  of  his  friend’s  motion. 

The  chairmin  laid,  tha.*  though  he 
could  not  but  coidider  the  interference 
of  a  general  court  in  thia  matter  to  be 
encroaching  on  the  privilege  of  the  di- 
Ttdors,  yet  he  -had  no  obji-dion  to  lay 
■before  them  the  fevcral  evidences,  me¬ 
morials,  Sic,  which  influenced  them  to 
the  appointment  of  colonel  Stuart,  nojt 
doubting  but  they  would  have  the  fame 
effed  on  the  general  court  as  they  had 
•on  ^hc  diredors. 

Mr  Woodhoiifc  dated  fomc  of  the 
grounds  which  influenced  him,  as  oi>e 
of  the  diredors,  for  giving  his  voice  for 
col.  Stuart,  which  were,  “  The  total 
want  of  dii'cipline  that  prevailed  in  the 
army  at  Bombay,  -w'hen  under  the  com- 
■mandof  col.  Gordon;  and  the  neceflity 
there  was,  from  the  locality  of  that  gar- 
rifon,  and  its  dependencies  on  Madrafs, 
-See.  to  be  commanded.by  an  experienced 
officer,  fuch  as  col.  Stuart  was  univer- 
fally  allowed  to  be. 

Mr  Junes,  like  his  friend  Mr  Mayne, 
begged  to  be  heard  by  his  notes,  which 
were  in  defence  of  col.  Gordon. 

Governor  Johnftone  cblervcd,  “  in  the 
review  of  hi-i  buhnefs  he  looked  upon 
the  court  to  be  jurors,  who  were  to  be 
governed  by  nothing  die  but  the  evi¬ 
dences  and  fads  which  ihould  come  be¬ 
fore  them.  The  governor  then  afked 
Mr  Mackworth  whether  (this  i8th  ar¬ 
ticle,  which  he  praifed  fo  highly,  and 
which  fijpportcd  his  arguments  lb  power-  , 
fully)  he  had  given  his  vote  for  it  on  a 
late  ballot?  Or  whether  he  did  not  give 
his  vote,  along  with  all  his  iidiucnce  in 
another  place,  for  ruperfeding  all  the 
officers,  both  ervil  and  military,  of  the 
Eafl  •  India  company,  though  he  now 
talked  <yf  the  great  crime  of  fuperl'cf- 
fion  ?”  Tlic  governor  acknowledged  the  , 
right  of  the  diredors  in  nominating  their 
commander  iu  chief,  and  obferved  the 
late  ccwnmittcc  of  proprietors  never  con¬ 
tended  it;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  for  ' 
putting  that  right  out  of  their  own  pow¬ 
er. 

He  then  went  into  the  Jatc  (tale  of 'the  . 
Bombay  forces,  which  were  for  a  time 
under  the  command  of  colonel  Gordon^  ' 
when  it  appeared,  upon  evidences  which 
he  quoted,  that  the  Europeans,  418  well 
as  the  teapoys  there,  upon  col.  Coote’s 
arrival,  were  cxculcd  by  Ibe  late  general 
Wedderbnrnc  from  being  remewed;  the 
general  giving  it  as  a  reatbn  that  hg 
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foMTK^.  them  fo  in  nil  mnnner  of  that  it  maybe  recommended  to  the  court 

<lil'ciplinc,.th  It  it  w.ij  impofiiole  tor  them  of  dire6lors'to  appoint  Col.  Robert  Gor- 
to  make  any  tiding  of  an  appearance;  don  commander  in  chief  of  the  f»>rce8  at 
that  they  did  not  lo  much  a*  knovv  the  the  prelidency  o  Bombay,  by  refeinding 
n'icaning  of  the  military 'vvr»»(l /•.7// ;  that  the  laie  appointment  of  coi.  Stuart  to 
they  mutinied  upon  the  m  ft  trifling  oc-  that  command.” 

calion,  and  obliged  an  otheer  to  draw  I'he  balloting  began  as  Hfual  at  eleven 
Vis  fword  in  deteiioe  of  his  life,  hecanfe  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  ended  at 
be  gave  an  order  fjr  their  candles  to  be  fix  the  lame  day;  about  feven  o’clock 
p'.ii  out  .11  a  certain  hour.  I'hc  gover-  tlie  luimberji declaredfrom  thcchaiv  were 
j*or  added  rnar.y  other  ra*fts  taken  from  ai  follow:  '  ‘ 

the  Company’s  book and  concluded  hy  For  the  queftion,  —  —  147 

lij'pingthr  propiietors  would  dd'paffio-  Agalnll  it,  —  IQX 

n’ately  w  lit  to  he  governed  in  tluir  opi-  ‘  - . 

rions.  by  the  evidences  and  ti.ipers  that  Majority,  155 

would  be  laid  before  them.  A  military  corefpondcht  oblerves,  **  If 

Colouet  11  imiltofi  fpiike  in  favour  of  the  diicipline  is  lo  negltdled  in  India, 
col.  G  )rd«sn,  .and  pave  a  gotnl  character  that  the  word  halt  is  nt't  properly. un- 
«;f  the  troops  under  his  command  in  deillood,  in  a  fittle  time  Bombay  nva.y 
\  as  did  m.nor  (tr.ant,  who  fet  go-  be  at  fatal  at  Capua. 

\ernor  fohnfione  right  in  rtfped  to  the  - 

circuinft.auce  of  1 1)0  mutiny.  (COP  Y.) 

Mr  M.ickwortii  defended  himfelf  from  SIR, 
the  jhargrs  brongl.t  ag.iiiill  him;  and  IN  obedience  to  a  letter  from  the  right 
M  •  I  lines  was  for  replying  to  other  parts  hon.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  knight,  fpeaker 
<»f  tfic  goveriK'r’s  fprech ;  but  Mr  Fitz-  of  the  honfc  of  commons,  we  hereby 
griald,  as  well  as  imny  other  proprie-  fnn'iuon  you  to  attend  your  fervice  in 
lie's,  thinking  the  time  of  the  iMurt  pitliament  on  TueldaV  ihe  15th  Februa- 
trifie»l  with  in  pcri4.'iaal  replications,  cal-  ry  next.  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
1  ul  for  tlie  evidences  from  behind  the  Your  in<vft  obedient 

bar,  which  bring  at  length  •  complied  Hurnbie  Servants, 

with,  t!.c  clfk  proceeded  to  read  the  i774*  Ste  ph  t  s  Sa  v  rl,  > 

leveral  papers  relative  to  this  .a.'Kiir,  ta-  William  Lfe,  y  * 

bing  it  up  frim)  its  origin,  carrying  it  Ti»  John  Wilkes,  Elij;  ohe  of 
ihr  n.g.)  the  committee  of  rorrefpon-  the  knights  of  the  ihirt:  of 
<!riK'e  .and  finally  bringing  it  before  the  the  county  of  Micidieiex. 
directors  at  laigc.  (C  O  P  Y.) 

'Fh' •  took  up  .a  great  while;  after  Princess  court ^  near  Storey^ s 

which  the  debates  grew  ve»v  general,  CateJi'djh/ihiJieryJan.i^* 

nnd  the  flienda  of  bt)th  the  military  can-  1  774* 

<iidates  exerted  the  ntmoft  of  thc’r  abili-  Oendemcn, 

tie**;  thole  on  the  fide  of  col.  Gordrm  I  Il.VVE  the  letter  which  you  did  me 

williirg  lo  have  Mr  Maync’s  motion  fi-  the  hr  nour  of  writing  to  me  yeftcrday,in 

rally  detiTtoineci  by  the  then  general  p.n '.nance  of  the  orders  you  received 
court;  .and  thole  on  the  fide  of  colortfl  from  The  right  hon.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton, 
Mn.art  eiulcavmiring  to  have  it  referred  kmght,  fp»*aker  of  thehoufe  of  commons, 
lb  a  general  ballot ;  at  length  governor  requiring  yen  t.)  fnmnaon  all  the  mem- 
Ji;hiifto:ie  brought  them,  about  twelve  bers  in  vour  jurirdidion  to  attend  their 
..’clock  at  nighr,  to  .a  diviiioh,  wdien,  by  fervice  in- p.irliAnicnt  on  Tuefday  the 
Pi  majtrity  <rf  five  only,  it  was  rtferred  15th  day  of  Fcbni.ary  next, 
to  a  general  bailoi.  Tuefd.ay  being  the  Confeious  of  the  clear^  n.  tight  lo  a  feat 
«:av  tiyed  for  that  pnrpofe,  the  court  ad  in  the  great  council  of  the  nation',  given 
journed  to  that  rl.ay  accnrtlingly.  me  bv  the  fret  choi'-e  of  my  noble  friendsj 

On  Tueiday  tlitre  w.as  .a  general  court  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex,  I  have  al- 
of  the  proprietors  of  Fifl-lixiia  fiivk,  ways  been  ready  to  attend  their  fervice 
nt  thrir  hoiife  in  I.e.adcnhalll  Itrre^ -piir*  in  parbamenr.  'Od  that  day  I  will  cer- 
la.int  t»)  public  notice,  f.jr  the  de^crmi-  t.ainly  make  my  'perf.mal  appearance  at 
nation,  try  ballot,  of  the  following-qucf*  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  again  dc- 
Fu>.),  vi/.  ‘  *  manJ,  as  one  of  the  repreftntatives  o1 
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toil  to  tbe  excrcife  of  tho!c  powers,  long 
u'.jrpt'J  by  a  gentleman,  whole  foie  title 
is  founded  in  a  defperale  ad  of  enormous 
wii  kednefs,  perpetrated  without  remorfe 
b.'  a  !TU)ft  abindoued  majority,  againft 
the  foleinn  Iriilf  repoi'ed  in  them  by  the 
people. 

Before  the  period  of  their  political  dif* 
iblution,  which  to  the  great  joy  of  all 
g<MHi  men  approaches  very  fart,  1  Ihould 
'.V  liappy  tv>  li.id  that  a  true  fciife  of  their 
deep  guilt  produced  in  thefe  hitherto 
h.tnlciK<l  fiiiuers  a  due  compunction. 
They  will  then  not  only  render  jurtice  to 
the  naiii.'U  at  large,  hut  prijvirle  an  elfcc- 
tual  lecunty  againrt  lo  atrocious  and  a- 
larming  a  preedent,  as  that  grofs  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  right  of  eledion.  May  the 
wildoin  aiul  j'jllicc  of  parliament  embrace 
the  opportunity  which  you,  gentlemen, 
have  ali'orded  of  reconlidering  and  a- 
mending  the  former  proceedings,  and  c- 
rtablilli  a  rirm  and  folid  barrier  for  the 
luture  againft  every  inroad  of  courtly  or 
ininillcrial  dcJpotifrn,  both  for  uurfclves 
and  our  porterity  ! 

lam,  With  great  regard, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

John  Wilkes. 
Vo  Stephen  Sayre,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Lee,  Eltjrs;  Ihcritfs  of  , 

till'  ct)unly  of  Middlefex. 

On  T iuu  fday  tlic  lelcd  committee  ap- 
poinU'<i  to  htar  ami  determine  on  the 
pt:iii(-u  of  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  complain¬ 
ing  (tf  an  undue  return  for  the  city  of 
V/oroelfer  met  a  litllc  after  eleven  and 
procet  lied  to  bufincis.  Several  witncflle 
w  ere  examined  iu  behalf  of  the  petition¬ 
er,  to  prove  bribery  in  the  fitting  mem- 
i  her.  The  main  force  of  the  evidence 

!  went  to  prove,  that  Mr  Rous,  in  the 

I  coiiife  of  his  canvafs,  had  ’ dented 
I  votes  of  the  witnefles  ;  that  he  was  ufu- 

all  V  nrcompanitd  by  a  Mr  W - ,  a 

I  MrJ - ,  Sec.  who  were  (filed  Ids  agents  j 

I  that  oi.'e  or  otlicr  of  his  companions  ge- 
I  ncally  delivered  a  ticket,  which  intitled 
I  th(  bearer  (»f  it  to  five  (hillings  and  tbree- 
I  piiicc,  to  be  rcc'^ived  at  the  houfe  of 

\y - ;  that' it  fomeiimes  happened 

that  three,  four,  or  more  of  thole  tickets 
were  given  to  the  lannc  perfon  ;  that  the 
voters,  and  fomCtimes  their  wives,  recei¬ 
ved  the  money  either  from  W  —  ■,  his 
Ion,  or  his  clerk.  Bcfides  this  general, 
lertimony,  one  wmman  1u  particular  dc- 
pi^feti,  that  (lie  was  prefcht  when  Mr 
Rous  delired  J—  to  give  one  of  thole 
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tickets  to  Kingit,  and  Kingit  fworc  that 
he  received  the  money  for  that, and  three 
others,  belonging  to  his  brother  freemen* 
The  com  mine  rofe  at  four  o’clock. 

The  following  arc  the  names  of  the 
honourable  members  who  compofe  the 
committee,  viz.  Mr  Marlham  chairman^ 

Sir  Brownlow  C«ilt,  Mr  Manger,  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  Clavering,  Dr  Barrel,  Mr  Smith,  Mr 
Penton,  Mr  Woollafton,  Mr  KuOiout,  Mr 
St  John,  Sir  William  Guile,  Sir  Matthew 
Ridley,  Mr  Lauglois.— r-Thty  fcvcrally 
took  the  following  oath:  “  I  Ai  B.  do 
“  lolcmidy  fwear,  that  I  will  well  and 
“  truly  try  the  merits  of  thefe  petitions, 

“  and  a  true  verdid  give.  So  help  me 
“Gml!” 

Lord  George  Germaine  nominee  for. 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  and  Sir  Richard  Glut¬ 
ted  for  T.  Bate.®  Rous,  Efq; 

Counfel  for  Sir  Watkin,  Mr  Bearcoft. 
and  Mr  Leigh  ;  for  Mr  Rous,  Mr  Mans¬ 
field  and  Mr  Grofe.. 

It  was  with  great  difficulty  yefterday 
that  fufficient  members  to  form  a  houfe 
[at  the  balloting  for  a  committee  to  try 
undue  cltdions,  loo  members  make  a' 
houfe;  at  any  other  time  40]  could  be 
procured;  the  ineflengers  were  dil'patch- 
cd  to  the  difterent  coflee-houfes,  and  the 
ferjeant  at  arms  was  a  confiderable  time 
parading  about  Weftminfter- hall  with  the 
mace  in  his  hand,  pi  effing  members  as  • 
they  came  in. 

1‘hc  following  arc  the  particulars  re¬ 
lative  to  the  affair  between  captain  Da-* 

vid  Roache  and  captain  Fergolbn  : - - 

Roachc  being  appointed  a  captain  in  the 
company’s  fervice,  failed  from  England 
in  the  Ihip  with  captain  Fergufim,  and. 
in  the  aourfe  of  the  voyage,  by  his  be-  ‘ 
haviour,  rendered  himicit  fu  exceeding¬ 
ly  obnoxious  to  every  perfon  orr  boai^  ^ 
the  ihip,  that  the  captain  at  laft  was  o- 
hligcd  to  refiife  him  admittance  to  his 
table.  This  fo  exafperated  Roache,  that 
he  profeffed  himfelf determined  to  have, 
fatisfadion  the  firft  time  captain  Fergu- 
fon  let  foot  on  lliorc.  When  they  reach-  ♦ 
cd  the  Cape,  Fcrgulon  went  on  llu)re, 
and  one  evening,  whilrt  he  was  at  fup- 
per,  Roache  lent  a  meffage  to  him  in  a*, 
notlier  name,  deliring  to  fpeak  with 
him.  Captain  Fergulon  complied,  and  , 
no  fooncr  reached  the  door  where  Roache 
wailed,  than  Roache  drew  and  made 
feveral  paffes  at  captain  Fergufon,  who  •- 
defended  himfelf  with  hit  cane,  but  a^, 
length  drew  his  fword,  and  immediate-  * 
ly  fell, 'but  is  fakl  to  have  rcccivc4 
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wtinrls '  flftrmvardsi  and  to  have  had 
“his  (word  Ivi/xd  and  broken  by  captain 
Roache.  Some  of  the  woimils  proved 
ii.ort,U»  an<1  he  expired  foon  after. 

The  revdinn  «»f  the  prnal  laws  by  lord 
[Mansfield  and  his  majvrty’s  attorney  and 
lolicitor,  are  laid  to  be  completed,  and 
■uill  be  laid  bvhire  parliament  for  their 
infpedi^n,  alter  which,  it  is  expedltd, 
they  will  be  p^nVd  and  carried  into  ex¬ 
ecution. 

Lad  Friday  there  was  a  meeting  of  »hc 
hieurrs  Icrvanti,  in  order  to  c  rr.fider 
M'hat  fttp'i  they  ihall  take  to  relieve 
thentlVlvcs  in  their  prefent  dilbefs,  oc- 
cafiontil  by  the  (loppage  of  the  brewery ; 
when  they  came  to  the  refolution  of  pe- 
titii>nrng  a  great  perioiiagc  in  a  few 
days. 

General  Gr4*me,  fecrctary  and  comp¬ 
troller  to  her  majefty  has,  wc  hear,  le¬ 
aned  both  thofc  ofliceb,  and  retired. 

SCOTLAND. 

£D!NBURGJ{,  Fesruary  to. 

Estrafl  of  a  letter  from  capi.  Duff^ 
&f  the  honourable  E  ij}‘ I utiLi  com- 
p-tny'i  art'tlUry.at  Bengal  ^  to  his  fa¬ 
ther^  a  ^entietoan  of  the  county  of 
Moray,  iiiitcil  t'eb.  a6.  1775. 

“  A  few  days  ago,  1  happened  to  be 
-out  on  a  fliooting  party  with  feveral 
Ifeotlerr.en  t>f  Vne  military,  and  had  de¬ 
tached  myfelf  to  feme  coninlerahle  dif- 
tance  frtnn  them,  when  they  put  up  a 
'very  large  tygtr,  who  directed  hi^coiirlc 
toviaoN  me.  1  immediately  fired  at 
Li'V,  which  had  no  other  etfeift  (being 
fmall  fhot)  than  that  of  irritating  him, 
infomuch  that  lie  flew  at  me  with  great 
fury.  1  kept  him  at  bay  a  confiderable 
time  with  my  fowling  piece,  on  which 
was  fixed  a  bayonet,  as  is  ufual  in  this 
onintry  when  we  go  a  lhootirg;  bat  at 
2aft  I  was  rendered  very  weak,  occafion- 
cd  by  the  lot's  of  blood,  having  received 
mahr  wounds  in  my  face,  aims,  and  fe* 
veral  parts  of  my  b(>dy  ;  and  none  of  my 
companions  app?  iririg  lo  n-.y  afiiflance, 
they  liaviog  all  made  off,  the  animal 
made  .a  furious  e^brt,  by  leaping  upon 
me,  which  threw  me  down  :  he  imme- 
iiialely  got  upon  ir.c,  and  was  ready  to 
leaf  me  in  pi.*ces,when  I  firetched  out 
my  hand  to  ihc  mur/le  of  my  piece,  and 
“jsihxed  my  bayonet,  with  which  ]  aim- 
a  blow  fo  judiciouny,  that  J  pierced 


his  heart:  he  inflantly  fell  down  dead 
upon  me.  I  bclies’c  I  may  venture  to 
obferve,  that  mver  w’as  any  man  nearer 
bring  dcamured  by  a  voracious  animal 
th.iii  T  was  upon  the  above  occafion.  I 
confider  my  dehvcrancc  as  an  adt  of 
Providence.” 

Extratl  of  a  letter  from  London^ 

Fc  b.  5. 

“  Yeficrd  iy  came  on  to  be  argued  be¬ 
fore  the  Lords  the  important  caufe  rela¬ 
tive  to  literary  properly,  wherein  Alex¬ 
ander  and  John  Ditnaldfon  were  appel¬ 
lants,  and  feveral  of  the  principal  book- 
Ie!k*i5  in  London  refpondents. — The 
council  in  behalf  of  the  appellants  were, 
the  Ati(''-ney  General  ainJ  Sir  John  Dal- 
rympie:  for  the  refpondents,  the  Solici¬ 
tor  General  and  Mr  Dunning. — The  At¬ 
torney  General  opened  the  pleadings 
w  ith  precifirm,  and  Hated  the  nature  of 
property  with  perfpicacity.  He  cim-’ 
teofled  warmly  againft  the  fnpp  •fitioii  of, 
fnch  a  thing  exifting  as  Literary  Pro¬ 
perty;”  afked,  “  w'hethcr  a  property  of 
the  kind  was  corporeal  or  incorporeal? 
If  the  former,  it  was  a  chattel,  and 
might  be  toed  for  at  conimon  law;  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  was  fpiritual,  in 
oppofition  to  material,  infupcrable  diffi- 
culbe>  occurred  in  the  method  of  afcer- 
taining  it.”  The  Attorney  Genet  al  Con-" 
chided  by  hoping,  “  that,  as  the  lords  of 
fefiion  in  Scotland  had  freed  that  coun¬ 
try  from  h  monopoly  which  took  its  rife 
from  the  chimerical  idea  f  the  aiitnality 
of  literary  property,  their  lordfhips, 
whom  he  addrtfifed,  w.nild  likcwifc,  by 
a  decree  of  a  fimilar  nature,  refeue  the 
can  fc  of  literature  and  aathoifliip  from 
the  hands  of  a  few  nwinopolizing  book- 
fcHers,  in  w'hom  .thc  perquifites  of  other 
incirs  labours,  the  frufts  of  their  inven¬ 
tions,  and  refult  of  their  ingenuity,  were^ 
at  prefeut  wholly  centered.” — The  At¬ 
torney  General  fpeke  for  exadly  two 
hours  and  fifty  minutes.  When  he  had 
finilbed,  the  council  were  deftred  tb^ 
withdraw,  and  the  further  hearing  waf 
adjourned  till  Monday.” 

A  fard  bank  has  lately  arifen  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Humber,  dry  at  low 
water,  and  bears  from  the  New  Low  . 
Ligtdhoufe,  eaft  fouih  caft  by  the  com- 
pafs,  diftance  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  Spurn  Point. 

On  Monday  fc*en-right,  the  charitabit . 
committee,  appointed  by  the  feveral  pa-  * 
rilhes  ia  Ncucaftlc,  made  collcAicni  for 
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the  poor  from  houfe  to  lioufe,  and  rccci- 
fcil  very  libtTHl  cuntnbuiions.  The 
fumi  collcdcd  ainouMted  lo  4  *• 

ad.  which  was,  on  Friday,  diftributed 
to  the  ncci*llUoi>6  after  a  proper  inl'pec- 
tion. 

During  this  fevcrc  fcat'on,  lord  Strath¬ 
more  has  been  very  liberal  in  relieving 
the  poor  iu  the  ucighbuiuhood  of  GiU- 
tide. 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 

MaGAZ  INE. 

'  SIR, 

I  HAPPENED  to  be  in  Dundee  when 
the  p».>mpous  encomium  on  a  ftxriety 
there  appeared  in  your  Magazine,  P.  159. 
So  dilfcreni  were  the  fentimeuts  ot'eveiy 
body  in  ti>at  place  from  thole  of  your 
eorrefjiondeot,  that  at  firft  hifc  panegyric 
was  univerially  confideft  d  as  a  burlefquc; 
and  It  wiih  not  till  the  complacency, 
wiui  .^'hicli  it  VI as  regarded  by  the  mcm- 
btTg  ot  tha*  fociety,  had  been  obferved 
by  thtir  lellow -citizens,  that  tVey  dll- 
coverrd  it  to  be  feriouo,  and  lo  he  the 
uo'k  of  the  eloquent  men  on  whom  it 
bclto'.rs  fuch  prailes.  A  ftrangcr,  no 
doui)t,  will  be  furprifed,  when  he  is  ii>- 
t  roKil  liiat  this  fpr-cuklivc  body  conlilts 
of  nacn  without  education,  and  even 
witliout  that  natural  vigour  of  ander- 
ft  tnding  that  might  make  their  want  of 
ediicaii(»n  a  fubje^l  of  regret — of  men 
whufe  reading  haa  been  conrtned  to  the 
perufal  of  an  invoice — and  whofe  com- 
pofitions  have  not  extended  beyond  the 
drawing  out  of  an  account.  The  dif* 
pules  of  fuch  untutored  rhetoricians 
may  afford  entertain naent  to  the  tribes 
of  females  who  have  honoured  them 
with  their  prefence,  but  can  fcarccly  be 
regarded  as  a  model  for  thofc  whole 
tlocpience  has  a  more  important  deftina* 
Were  they  contented  with  the 
praifes  of  fobricty  and  good  order,  they 
might  remain  uncenfured:  they  might 
even  l>e  permiiied  to  appropriate  to 
themrclvcrf  the  figure  of  virtue*,  which, 
happily  for  us,  is  not  mceflarily  exclud¬ 
ed  from  any  ftation ;  but,  wni*n  ihcy, 
jun  with  it  two  ttlie*rs  ircorapatible 
with  their  erripluymciUs,  tlw  y  only  prove 
tlKir  ignorance  of  things  with  which 
they  afieCt  to  ue  fo.iuliiiiattly  actiuaint.d. 
Tiiey  feem  to  have  miflalccn  lo<|uaci[y 
for  eloquence,  ;.nd  dulntf'i  forc»)ntem- 
piation. — 1  fuould  afk  their  paulon  for 
addrciling  them  *.n  Latin  ;  but  I  cannot 
rccomxcr.dirg  to  Ibcii  coclidera- 


tion  a  proa'erb  in  that  language,  mucli 
more  to  their  purpofe  than  the  aiott« 
they  have  alfumed,  Nefutof  ultra 
pidam.  Yours,  5cc.  B.  C» 

Edinburgh,  Feb,  4. 

Or  Friday  evening  Samuel  Foote, 
Efq;  arrived  here  from  Dublin,  We 
hear  he  U  to  perform  feven  nights  at  the 
theatre- royal,  for  which,  it  is  faid,  he  is 
to  receive  2501.— —The  Nabob,  the 
Bairkrupt,  the  Maid  of  Bath,  and  Piet/ 
in  Patent ;  all.  which  have  been  writtea 
by  our  modern  Ariffopbanes  fince  he 
left  this  kingdom,  and  are  four  of  the 
pieces  that  will  be  exhibited. 

On  Monday  came  on  before,  the  high 
couit  of  julticiary  the  trial  of  Jamea 
Brown,  late  carter  in  Glafgow,  for  horfe- 
ftealing.  A  petition  was  prefented  for 
Brown,  praying  for  banifhment,  on  ac* 
count  of  feveral  alleviating  circum- 
flaiiccs,  fuch  as  his  having  an  aged  mo¬ 
ther  to  fupport,  with  a  wife  and  five 
children.  Tiic  dclirc  of  the  petitioa 
was  refufed.  The  court  proceeded  ta 
the  examination  of  the  witneiTes;  whicli 
being  linifl^ed,  the  jury  were  charged  on 
the  part  of  the  crown  by  Mr  Solicitor 
Diindas,  and  on  the  part  of  the  panel  b/ 
James  Bofwell,  Efq;  Next  day,  at  one 
o’clock,  the  jury  returned,  their  vcrdi«a, 
all  in  one  voice  finding  the  panel  ^a/V/jr* 
but  unanimoully  recommending  hitn  ta 
mercy,  on  account  of  his  youth,  large 
family,  and  other  circumftances.  The 
court  lentenced  him  to  be  hanged  in  the 
Grafs-market  on  the  23d  of  Marennext. 

Lad  week  the  Marilcbal  College  of 
Aberdeen  conferred  the  degree  of  dodor 
of  laws  on  Alexander  Elphinftun  of 
Glack,  Efq;  advDcate.  ' 

We  hear  the  rev.  Dr  Robert  Henry, 
one  of  the  miiiillers  of  this  city,  is  ap« 
pointed  morning- leijfurer,  in  room,  oi 
the  rev.  Mr  John  Trail  deceafed,  . 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Feuars  im 
the  New'  Town,  to  Mr  Hender^ 

SON. 

Mr  David  Henderfon, 

S  I  1!,  F.dih*  Jartm^ty.  1774# 

“AS  many  people  have  ol  late  taken 
a  frelh  alaiin  with  regard  to  thciccurity 
of  the  bridge,  upon  obferving  a  rt't>aia« 
rion  of  libnie  the  dones  on  the  para¬ 
pet-wall  ;  ami  as  you  arid  Jiihn  Lawrio 
land- furveyor,  did,  at  our  defire,  take  A 
mod  accurate  iutpei^tion  of  the  brid;:e  inT 
the  year  1769,  and  made  fci^ons  of  all 
Us  parts;  and,  upon  trying  the  famn 
ever  again  abcut  a  year  ago,  fjund  na 


alteration  whatever,  wt  defirc  that  you 
will  again  take  the  trouble  viewing  the 
briilgc  with  alteniion,  and  c<»mparing  its 
present  ftate  with  the  fedions  you  foi- 
Fi^crly  took.  This  we  re<j»ieft,  not  from 
any  apprchenfion  of  danger,  but  as  a 
thing  that  will  tend  to  remove  any  de¬ 
gree  of  terror  or  fafpicion,  if  it  (hall  ap¬ 
pear  that  there  is  no  alteration  iu  the 
pillars  of  the  arches. 

“  As  John  VVilfon  mafon  attended 
you  the  lall  lime  you  tnfpcdcd  thr  bridge, 
it  will  be  proper  that  you  detire  him 
likewife  to  attend  you  on  this  occalion  ; 
and,  if  you  want  the  afiiftancc  of  any 
otlier  perfon,  you  are  at  liberty  to  call 
whom  you  picafe.  We  are, 

S  I  R, 

Your  humble  frrvants.” 
*To  the  FruARs  up'^n  thj  extended 
Royalty  Fdiuburgh, 

G  E  N  T  L  E  M  L  K ,  EdlU.  Ffh.  . 

IN  confequence  of  your  letier'of  the 
29th  ult.  addrefl'ed  to  me  David  Ilen- 
derfon,  I  called  upon  Mr  John  Laurie, 
Mr  John  Wilfon,  and  MrDuucaji  Camp¬ 
bell,  mafon  in  Stirling,  as  a  perfon  well 
fkilled  in  building  of  U^ridges  and  arch- 
work,  to  allill  in  the  exammation  wiiicli 
you  delired  in  your  leUer;  and  wc  ha¬ 
ving  this  day  examined  all  the  piers  of 
the  great  arches,  by  trying  them  w’ith 
the  plumb,  and  comparing  their  prefent 
ftate  with  the  obfervations  which  Mr 
Laurie  and  !  made  in  17^9,  and  which 
Mr  Wilfon  and  I  repeated  about  a  year 
ago,  w’c  found  them  to  ftand  exactly  in 
the  fame  fituation,  aud  that  they  had 
neither  yielded  nor  funk  iu  the  Icall  de¬ 
gree  fince  our  firft  infpedion. 

“  With  regard  to  the  fmall  reparation 
that  now  appears  in  the  parapets,  and 
has  given  rife  to  the  prefent  alarm,  it  is, 
in  our  opinion,  eafily  to  be  accounted 
for.  The  cylindrical  arches,  that  were 
introduced  after  the  fall  of  the  fouth 
abutment  in  Augidl  1769,  pudiing  upon 
the  Hanks  or  haunches  of  the  great 
arches,  the  natural  ccmprcflibility  of 
ni;)tter  aiifed  upon  by  matter  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  have  rxrcalioued  thefc  great 
arches  to  fubfide,  in  a  proportivinal  de¬ 
gree  10  the  openings  which  at  prcferi  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  parapets-,  and  which  were  an 
unavoidable  confequence  of  that  fubli- 
cling  ot'  thr  arches  ;  but,  as  thofe  open¬ 
ings  cannot  be  traced  lower  down  than 
a  tew  feet  Ivlow  the  lops  of  the  niches, 
where  they  die  away  imperceptibly,  fo 
wc  arc  cleat ly  cf  opinion,  that,  initwaJ 


of  fliew'ing  any  degree  of  weaknefs,  or 
atiordtiig  any  jult  caufe  of  alarm  to  the 
public,  they  ilicw  the  tirmnefs  and  ftabi- 
iity  of  the  great  arches,  and  the  piers 
upon  which  they  reft:  and  when  to  this 
is  added,  that  no  alteration  ha-!  appear¬ 
ed  upon  the  piers  lince  the  firit  trial 
made  iu  1769,  we  can  with  great  confi¬ 
dence  pronounce,  that  there  is  not  the 
Icaft  caufe  for  any  apprehenfion  of  dan¬ 
ger,  or  fufpicion  of  the  fabric.  We  ate. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervants, 
(S’gned)  David  Hendi  KSON. 
DuncanCampbell. 
Jo  H  x  LaURI  E. 

John  Wilson.” 

MARRIAGE. 

Jan,  13.  At  Didbrook,  Gloucefter- 
fliirc,  the  right  lion,  lord  Aylmer,  to 
Mifs  WHiitworth,  fecund  daughter  of  Sir 
Charles  Whitw'orlh. 

D  £  A  T  H  S. 

Sept.  4.  At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
on  his  pallagc  to  India,  capt.  John  Fcr- 
gufon.  EeeV.%11, 

Jan.  7.  At  Warfaw,  the  bifhop  of 
Kiow,  who  lendcrcd  himfelf  famous  bf 
his  /cal  ftn*  his  country  (Poland),'  and 
was,  iu  confequence,  carrietl  prifoncr  to 
Ridfia. 

26.  At  Dublin,  the  hon.  Indy  Doro¬ 
thea  Dubtiis,  eldell  daughter  of  Richard, 
laft  carl  of  Angiefea. 

26.  At  Slradbaily,  Queen’s  County, 
Ireland,  the  right  iion.  Alexander  Synd- 
ney-C«dby,  lord  Synduey  of  Leix,  and 
Stradbally. 

28.  At  London,  Mrs  Rebecca  Wright, 
by  whofe  death  an  eftatc  in  Suffolk,  of 
upwards  of  1 2,000 1.  dclcends  to  a  poor 
watchman,  who  immediately  fet  out  to 
take  poHUrion  of  it. 

28.  At  Balmakenan,  Mrs  Willielmiiia 
Barclay,  wife  of  William  Gi  ahamc  of 
Morphie,  Llq; 

30.  At  London,  Mr  Davcnhill,  fecrc- 
tary  to  the  board  of  green-cloth. 

Feb.  7.  At  Edinburgh,  Mr  Robert 
Smith,  furgeon, 

8.  At  ditto,  Mr  Edward  Caithnefs,  a 
confiderable  merchant. 

Prices  cf  Grains/  Haddington, 
Feb.  4. 


Firft.  Sec. 

Third. 

■s.  d.  s.  d. 

I.,  d. 

Wheat 

23  6  11  0 

20  1 

Bear 

ly  0  iS  G 

17  6 

Oars 

14  0  13  0 

11  8 

Peafe 

0  1  XX  2 

10  *6 

j 


224 


